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Japan grants $17.5m 
for schools in Gaza Strip 

Japanese govemmem grant- 
ed $17J milJion to the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) Sunday to buUd schools in the Gaza Scrip offi- 
cios said. ‘Tliis money will be used to buUd schools 
^bere they are most needed,” said PNA finance Min- 
ister Mohammad Nashashibi after the aid agreement 
was signed here with a representative of the Japanese 
embassy in Tel Aviv. Mr. Nashashibi said the Japanese 
gift would perroit construction of sufficient class- 
rooms so that public schools in Gaza would no longer 
have to organise three shifts of classes per day to 
accommodate all the students. “This will allow us to 
go ftom a system of three shifts per day to one shift,” 
he said. 
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Israeli jets raid guerrilla base 

NAAMEH (AP) — Israeli warplanes fired missiles at 
a base used by the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestinian-General Command (PFLP-GC), killing a 
male nurse at the organisation’s infirmary, the group 
said Sunday. Israeli jets fired four missiles at the base 
in the hills east of the coastal town of Naameh, 16 
kilometres south of Beirut and later return^ to fire 
another two missiles, state-run Lebanon radio report- 
ed. The PFLP-GC said the only casualty was a male 
nurse in the organisation's infirmary. “Such barbaric 
attacks shall not affect our struggle,” the PFLP-GC 
.said in a statemenL The Palestinian gueirilla group 
opposes the Middle East peace process and has par- 
ticipated in attacks against Israeli forces in the self- 
declared “security” zone in south Lebanon. 
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Iraq wraps up U.N, debate 
with deputies calling for 
cooperation freeze 
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BAGHDAD (AFP) — 
Iraq's parliament 

wrapped up a secret 
debate Sunday on threats 
by the United Nations to 
impose further sanctions 
amid calls by several MPs 
for Bagdad to freeze 
cooperation with U.N. 
arms inspectors. 

At the end of two days 
of debate, the National 
Assembly submitted rec- 
ommendations to Iraq's 
two most powerffil deci- 
sion-making bodies on 
“ways to confirom Ameri- 
can plans to attack Iraq's 
sovereignty, security and 
national unity” the offi- 
cial Iraqi News Agency 
said. 

Iraq, under a crippling 
intemationa] embargo 
since 1990, holds Wash- 
ington responsible for 
pressuring the U.N. Secu- 
rity Council into adopting 
a resolution calling for 
fuiiher sanctions if it 
obstructs the work of 
U.N. arms inspectors. 

The chairman of the 
parliamentary committee 
on Arab-international 
affairs, Saad Qassem 
Hammudi, told journalists 
he could not reveal the 
recommendations but said 
they will go to the leader- 
ship of the ruling Baath 
Parly and the Revolution- 
aiy Command Council. 

‘They will take the ade- 
quate decisions regarding 
not only the latest resolu- 
tion but also relations 
with UNSCOM and the 
Security Council,” he 
said, without saying when 
any decisions would be 
made. 

Deputy Iftikar Ahmad 
Ayoub said he supported 
a report by three parlia- 
mentary committees on a 
freeze in relations with 
the U.N. Special Com- 
mission (UNSCOM J on 
disarming Iraq. 

Another member. 


Kbaled Douri, spoke of 
the “necessity for a new 
path to stop this 
international comedy [the 
embargo] which has con- 
tinued for seven years and 
whose final act is repre- 
sented by Resolution 
1 1 34 adopted against our 
people under criminal 
American pressure.” 

In a defiant stand on the 
final day of debate. 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Ihreq Aziz called on 
UNSCOM to change the 
way it operates and free 
itself of U.S. control. 

“It is becoming more 
and more clear that this 
commission is an Ameri- 
can institution whose 
functions are imposed by 
Washington,” he said. 

“We continue to stress 
the importance and need 
to readjust this commis- 
sion so that its work is 
technical and not spying” 
on Iraq, he said. 

Mr. Aziz said Iraq was 
in contact with members 
of the U.N. Security 
Council, which adopted 
Resolution 1134 on 
Thursday, to seek “a fair 
position.” 

AJ Thawra, the ruling 
Baath Party newspaper, 
said; “The U.S. adminis- 
tration has put the Iraqi 
people in a tunnel without 
a way out. The Iraqi peo- 
ple must dig their own 
way out, and it is time to 
take action to put the 
record straight.” 

“We must rely on our 
own will to secure a lift- 
ing” of the sanctions in 
force since Iraq's August 
19^ invasion of Kuwait, 
it said. 

“Iraq has the right to 
adopt a stand which will 
make the U.N. Security 
Council and the Special 
Commission in charge of 
Iraqi disarmament deal 
with it in a fair and objec- 
tive maimer,” A1 Thawra 


said. 

Baghdad was looking 
for “a legal means, free of 
U.S. hegemony, for Iraq 
and the Security Council 
to honour their reciprocal 
commitments ” it said. 

Mr. Aziz told parliament 
in its opening session Sat- 
urday toat Ii^ would not 
make concessions to the 
United States, the Itoy 
sponsor of the latest reso- 
lution. 

“The Iraqi people and 
their wise leadership can- 
not submit to ^e demands 
of the U.S. administration 
and its evil aims,” he said. 

“Resolution 1134 is 
based on provocations 
ftom memb^s of the 
inspection missions to 
enter sensitive sites linked 
to Iraqi security and sov- 
ereignty.” 

Iraq's disarmament was 
already “achieved at the 
end of 1991 and the firat 
months of 1992.” Mr. 
Aziz insisted. 

“In spite of Iraq’s posi- 
tive cooperation... toward 
the insp^tion teams, we 
have not succeeded in 
obtaining convincing 
results mat facilitate me 
implementation of clause 
22 of Resolution 987” on 
lifting a U.N. oil embar- 
go. 

Under me resolution, 
the embargo cannot be 
lifted until UNSCOM cer- 
tifies that Iraq’s biologi- 
cal, chemical and nuclear 
weapons have been elimi- 
nated along wim its long- 
range missiles. 

The latest resolution 
threatens to impose a 
travel ban on Iraqi offi- 
cials who block 
UNSCOM inspections. It 
came after UNSCOM 
reported a series of inci- 
dents when its inspectors 
were denied access to 


Jordan, Israel look back 
on a peace gone sour 


AMMAN (Rj — Jordan 
and Israel on Sunday 
marked the third anniver- 
sary of a peace treaty 
which King Hussein says 
almost collapsed when the 
Jewish state sent assassins 
on a mission to Amman 
last month. 

No celebrations were 
planned to mark me 
accord, hailed at its 1994 
signing as me start of me 
first “warm peace” 
between Israel and an Arab 
state. 

Israel’s embassy in 
Amman premiered a film 
which looked back nostal- 
gically at the early days of 
peace, while Jord^an 
papers barely mentioned 
the treaty. 

Israel's Ambassador to 
Jordan Oded Eran, 
acknowledging me “open 
Wound” in relations caused 
by last month’s attempt to 
murder Hamas leader 
Khaled Misha'al, said ties 
had been “marred by polit- 
ical upheavals and ups and 
downs in the peace 
iwocess.” 

Aside from the attack on 
Mr. Misha’al, Israel’s ties 
with Jordan have grown 
increasingly strained" over 
its continued settlement- 
building in occupied terri- 
tories and its foot-dragging 
on meeting peace coirimt- 
mems to I^estinians. 

But, speaking at me film 
screening on Saturday 


night Mr. Eran said Jordan 
and Israel's continued 
cooperation showed that 
“common sense and com- 
mon purpose" would even- 
tually win over “short- 
sightedness and suspicion.” 

king Hussein, who went 
out on a limb in the Arab 
World last year to give a 
chance to Prime Minister 
Benyamln Netanyahu, had 
grown openly critical of 
me Israeli premier even 
before Mr. Netanyahu 
ordered me attack on Mr. 
Misha’al, Hamas’s polit- 
buro chief. 

Two weeks ago he said 
the whole Middle East 
peace process hung in me 
balance while Mr« 
Misha'ai's life was in dan- 

ger. 

Public criticism of the 
peace treaty itself is still 
taboo in Jordan, as a hand- 
ful of opposition candi- 
dates in November parlia- 
mentary elections have dis- 
covered- 

Election banners oppos- 
ing “normalisation” wim 
Israel have been quietly 
taken down by the aumori- 
ties. Jordan, still seeking 
the economic fruits of 
peace, is also pressing 
ahead wim Joint projects 
wim Israel. 

But many government 
officials are steering clear 
of Israel for me time being. 

While me speaker of me 
Senate, me chief of Royal 


Court, and me speaker and 
a Cabinet mini ster all 
showed up at a Hamas din- 
ner last week celebrating 
Mr. Misha'ai’s survival, 
none appeared for Satur- 
day’s fihn showing. Jor- 
danian police shut off 
roads for hundreds of 
metres around the five-star 
hotel where the film was 
shown. 

“The film represents me 
dream of peace as it was in 
the beginning.” director 
Sharon Shanw told the 
audience of her documen- 
tary of the ground-breaking 
visit to Israel two years ago 
by comedians Nabil Sawal- 
hah and Hisfaam Yanis. 

Tt was a little different to 
what we are going through 
today,” she said. 

“I am with the peace of 
two years ago, not [the 
peace] now. I hope me 
peace will return to how it 
was,” said actress Amal 
Dabbas, who accompanied 
the comedians on their 
tour. 

Mr. Sawalha and Mr. 
Yanis, received threats in 
Jordan for making the trip 
to Israel, said in April mey 
had cancelled a planned 
second tour in protest at 
Mr. Netanyahu's policies 
of increasing Israeli settle- 
ments on occupied Arab 
land. 

‘?^etanyahu is no longer 
funny,” Mr. Sawalha said at 
the time. 


Consultations among leadership, people can help 
Arabs enhance Islamic identity! — Prince Hassari 


MAFRAQ (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan said Sunday 
that Jordan will continue to 
deal wim problems facing 
me country in a most ratio- 
nal and objective manner, 
saying mat consultations 
among the leadership and 
people can help the Arabs 
enhance the Islamic identi- 
ty- 

Addressing a meeting 
attended by professors, 
mosque preachers and aca- 
demics at Ai al Bayt Uni- 
versity in Maftaq, the 
Crown Prince underlined 
the importance of mosque 
preachmg for the commu- 
nity. saying that the 
mosque's message should 
be objective and rational 
and attracting the attention 
of worshippers and posi- 
tively affecting the ^diftil. 

T would like to stress me 
need for the mosque's mes- 
sage to be objective and 
attractive to the worship- 
pers and I hope that the Fri- 
day sermon will focus 
anendon bn basic issues in 
the current difficult stage 
of our life.” said the Cro^ 
Prince. 

The Crown Prince dis- 
cussed a number of issues 
facing Jordan calling on 
the youth to arm them- 
selves with knowledge and 
ethics and remove the bar- 
riers that obstruct their path 
to knowledge and to seek a 
ftmire wim clear outiiscs. 


The Crown Prince 
emphasised the need to 
exert efforts that project 
Jordanian achievements 
within their Islamic fire- 
work, stressing that Islam 
calls for active work! to 
propagate Islamic teaching 
and values throughout | me 
world. ! 

Prince Hassan called for 
widening me base of infor- 
mation about Jerusalem 
“so that we can protectjthe 
Arab and Islamic identity 
of me city.” j 

“When we speak about 
Jerusalem we are tall^g 
about an area equivalent to 
one fifth of me occuified 
Palestinian lands and iwe 
refer to a city that serves as 
a cultural and spiritual cap- 
ital in addition of being a 
political capital of Pales- 
tine” Prince Hassan added. 

‘^e have to warn against 
the continued emigratioa 
of Arabs ftom Jerusalem 
and we must recognise this 
fact and start a dialogue 
with all me faithful. We 
have to note that the Arabs 
still remaiiung in 
Jerusalem are no more than 
the number of Christian 
Arabs found in Sydney, 
Australia. , 

“Arabs should benefit 
ftom the experience of the 
past and from the renais- 
sance of the Arabs, that 
dates back to different 
stages in the Arab and 
Muslim history. We should 


employ that in the search 
for a better future.” said 
Prince Hassan. 

Tt was difficult to 
arrange for such a meeting 
like this because of our 
daily engagement in politi- 
cal affairs. Seldom a monm 
passes by without a new 
crisis or internal or external 
commitment preventing us 
from such meetings. I 
thank all those who sug- 
gested such a meeting in 
the current circumstances.” 
Prince Hassan said. 

“I hope that the meeting 
will not be interpreted as 
having a political nature or 
character but rather as an 
extension to previous meet- 
ings. 1 do not want to talk 
about the need for institu- 
tionalising such meetings 
in the future but I would 
like to say that we have to 
shoulder our responsibili- 
ties towards our Islamic 
message and identity.” 

Following the Crown 
Prince's remarks a discus- 
sion ensued in which me 
chief justice, the president 
of the university and a 
number of university pro- 
fessors discussed Arab and 
Islamic dialogue with the 
world, teaching in mosques 
of Islamic education and 
me projected World Zakat 
Fund. 

The participants also dis- 
cussed issues that face Jor- 
dan and me Islamic World, 
spiritual education and 



Crown Prince Hassan addresses a meeting of dignitaries at 
Al ^ Bayt University in Mafraq (Photo by Yousef 'Allan) , 

extremism. mation network among thie 


extremism. 

Later, Prince Hassan met 
me 'graduate students. 

In remarks to the gradu- 
ates the Crown Prince 
underlined the need for 
creating an Islamic infor- 


graduates in order to coi^- 
froni the distorted picture 
of Islam. He also referred 
to the role played by Islam 
in me propagation of cul- 
ture and civilisation. 


Tarawneh discusses Doubts suri*ound Palestinian. 

' X 


peace developments 
with ambassadors 


Israeli talks in Washington! 


AMMAN (fttra.) — Foreign 
Minister Fayez l^wneh met 
Sunday with beads of Arab 
(Uplomadc missions in Jordan 
and discussed wim toem 
issues of concern to Arab 
states with particular sness on 
the developments trf* the Mid- 
dle East peace process. 

Or. Tbrawneb also discussed 
the corning Doha economic 
conference and the virit to 
Jordan and the Middle East by 
Russi»i Foreign Minister 
Yevgeny Primakov. He also 
discuss^ preparations in Jor- 
dan for the ^o«al elections. 

Following the meeting. Dr. 
Tarawneh said in a press state- 
ment that the meeting whb the 
ambassadors was part of Jor- 
dan's on-going plans to con- 
sult with Arab states about 
issues that are of concern to 
the Arab Nation. 

As to die Doha conference 
be said th^ Jordan is ^ing to 
attend the meeting and has 
formed a delegation, noting 
that Jordan hopes to reap eco- 
nomic benefits ftom the 
upoonuc^ meeting. 

In reply to a question, Dr, 
Ihrawnefa srid that peace is a 


strategic option for the King- 
dom expressing hope ifa^ 
there will be progress along 
all the Arab-Israeli nacks so 
that a pennaoeat and compre- 
hensive peace can be 
achieved. 

Tarawneh expressed Jor- 
dan's welcome of the Russian 
foreign minister’s visit which 
is due to start Monday hoping 
mat it will help stimulate the 
peace process. 

Noting that Russia is a co- 
sponsor of the peace process. 
Dr. Tarawneh said that Russia 
is a fiiendJy nation and has 
weight in the UN. Security 
Council and can influence the 
developments in the legioD 
and put the peace process 
back on track. 

Dr. Tarawneb refened to his 
recent meetings with Mr. Pri- 
makov saying that he felt that 
Russia has a real interest in 
backing the peace process 
noting that Mr. Primakov will 
discuss various issues with the 
Jordanian officials and will 
follow-up on discussions held 
with HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san during his recent visit to 
Moscow. 


Russian foreign minister 
denies missile sales to Iran 


TEL AVIV (AF^ — Russ- 
ian Foreign Minister Yevge- 
ny Primakov rejected on 
Sunday Israeli accusatioos 
that Moscow was helping 
Iran develop long-range bal- 
listic missiles, but he appar- 
ently Med to ccQviace his 
anxious hosts. 

Mr. Primakov arrived here 
as [»rt of a regional tour 
aim^ at asserting Russian 
influence in efforts to revive 
the stalled Arab-lsraeii peace 
process. 

But his mission was quick- 
ly overshadowed by Israeli 
concerns over efforts the 
radical Islamic regime in 
Iran to develop noa-cooven- 


tioaal weapons and the long- 
range missiles to deliver 
them. 

‘The rumours that Russia 
is selling missiles to Iran are 
baseless,'* Mr. Primakov told 
reporters after meeting with 
Foreign Minister David Levy 
at the start of a two-day visit 
to Israel and the Palestinian 
territories. 

Mr. Primakov's denial 
sidestepped Israeli and U.S. 
charges that private Russian 
firms had sent scores of engi- 
neers and technology to help 
Iran develop long-range mis- 
siles enable of hitting Israel, 
the Gulf states and even 
Europe. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — The Palestinian 
National Authority (TNA) 
accused Israel Sunday of 
planning to sidetrack high- 
level negotiations in Wash- 
ington this week to avoid 
tackling the key issues of 
Jemsh settiemenis and finr- 
tiier troop withdrawals from 
the West Bank. 

Doubts over the Washing- 
ton talks also pmisted on 
the Israeli side, with Foreign 
Minister David Levy threat- 
ening to boycott the meeting 
because Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu had 
^ to give him any negotiat- 
ing guidelines. 

PNA informadoD minister, 
Yasser Abed Rabbo. said 
U.S. and Israeli officials 
wanted the Washington talks 
to avoid the core issues and 
deal instead with imple- 
menting minor clauses in 
interim peace accords. 

Mr. and PNA oego- 
tiator Malunoud Abbas were 
due to meet later this week 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright as part 
of a U.S. initiative to revive 
Israeli-Palestinian negotia- 
tions stalled since Mar^ 

Mr. Netanyahu authorised 
the construction of a contro- 
versial Jewish settlement on 
the hilltop of Jabal Abu 
Ghneim in Arab east 
Jerusalem that sparked 
regionwide protest among 
A^. 

The Levy-Abbas talks 
were origjnally to have 
begun Monday and deal 
witii the issues of troop 
withdrawals and demands 
that Israel observe a “time- 
out** in the coostruedon of 
Jewish settlements in occu- 
pied territories. 

Agreement on these key 
issues would open die door 
for Israelis and Palestinians 
to launch accelerated negoti- 
ations on a “final status” 
accord ^ the Palestinian 
areas. 

U.S. special envoy I>snnis 
Ross spent three days in the 
region last week trying to set 
the stage for progress in 
Washington by resolving 


Mubarak sets conditions ' 
for Egypt attending MENA 

AL QANTARA (AFP) — conference, which Israel 

Egyptian President Hosni will anpiyt when the petuT 

Mubarak Sunday said Israel process has been dead- 

^ement locked for eight months. 

^Jdmg m ihe Ba^ Arab states have blamed 

^ govemmem. led 

er aiiendine next month s , i>. ® 

Middle E^t and Newth ^ N^ni^r 

African (MENA) economic Benyamin Netanyahu, for 

conference in (^tar. stalling the negotiations 

“At least, a ficeze in set- policies including con- 

tleroent [on the West struction of new Israeli ss- 

Bankj,” he told reporters dements in Arab east 

when asked to detail what Jerusalem. 

progress in the Israeli-Arab Mr. Mubarak told the 

peace process ClOiro wants Arabic daily AJ Hayai on 

before deciding to anend Wednesday that Egypt 

^ Nov. 1^1 8 MENA con- would decide whether or 

u attend the conference 

Mr. Mubarak spoke at a - , ,t. , * 

^^1 in Doha at the last 


AL QANTARA (AFP) — 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak Sunday said Israel 
must freeze settlement 
building in the West Bank 
before Egypt would consid- 
er attending next month's 
Middle E^t and Ncffth 
African (MENA) economic 
conference in (^i^. 

“At least, a fieeze in set- 
tlement [on the West 
Bank],” he told reporters 
when asked to detail what 
progress in the Israefi-Arab 
peace process Cairo wants 
before decitting to anend 
the Nov. 16-18MENA con- 
ference in Doha. 

Mr. Mubarak spoke at a 
ceremony in nortoem 
Egypt Sunday marking the 
Stan of a project to irrigate 
die north Sinai desert with 
water from the Nile. 

Egypt and several other 
Arab states have said ih^ 
oppose holding the Doha 

some of the interim issues, 
notably the long-overdue 
opening of a Palestinian air- 
port in Gaza and the creation 
of “safe passage” corridors 
ftom the West Bank to the 
Gaza Strip. 

But Mr. Abed Rabbo said 
Mr. Ross' mission failed and 
that as a result the Washing- 
ton meeting was in jeopardy. 

“Since the Ross mission 
did not achieve anything, the 
Americans are now propos- 
ing that the airport and safe 
passage become die major 
issues in Washington,” he 
said. 

“Ross is woiking to 
achieve what the l«:aeli5 
want, to foiget the real issues 
and to start talkjpg about 
small side issues,” he said. 

Mr. Netanyahu has stead- 
ily refused to halt settle- 
ment building in the occu- 
pied territories despite U.S. 
and Palestinian complaints 
ffiat this prejudges territorial 
issues due to be resolved in 


minute.” 

He said Egypt "will make 
a decision three or four 
days before the start of the 
conference.” He added: 
“Maybe a miracle will have 
taken place [by dien].” 

the final status talks. 

He has also refused to 
cany out troop withdrawals 
ftom West Bank rural areas, 
required under interim peace 
agreements, on the grounds 
that the PNA has failed to 
rein in Islamists in areas 
already under ^ control. 

The self-rule authority 
believes that the aim of Mr. 
Netanyahu’s right-wing gov- 
ernment is to avoid turning 
any more land over to the 
Palestinians prior to conclu- 
sion of the final talks. 

Meanwhile, Messrs Levy 
and Netanyahu were due to 
Monday to discuss the 
foreign minister's com- 
plaints about the lack of a 
clear policy towards the 
PNA, officials said. 

T wall not go to Washing- 
ton as long as I do not know 
the true position of this gov- 
ernment and what are the 
parameters within which T 
can work," Mr. Levy said in 
a television interview Friday. 
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Iranian opposition says 

one killed in Iraq attack 


BAGHDAD OR) — An Iraq- 
based Izanian exile opposi- 
tion group said Sunday Iran- 
ian agents killed one of its 
members in an ambush on a 
convoy of vehicles northeast 
of Bagdad. 

The group said the 
machineguD attack occuned 
on Saturday afternoon when 
the car was traveUing from 
Ba'quba. 60 kilometres 
firom Baghdad, to a nearby 
Mujahidin Khalq military 
camp. 

The attackers were hiding 


in palm groves in the area 
and Bred at Mujahideen cars 
as they drove past, the group 
said in a statement given to 
reporters in Baghdad 
“At 5 p.m. Baghdad time 
Saturday teirorist agrats 
sent by the Tehran re^me 
lulled one of the 

Mujahideens near the Iraqi 
town of Ba'quba," the 
oigaoisadon said. 

It said Changiz 

Hardikbanlow, 45. was 
wounded in the attack and 
later died in hospital. 


The Mujahideen, Iran's 
main opposition group, 
blamed what it called “die 
terrorists of the I ranian 
embassy in Baghdad which 
plans and executes these ter- 
rorist attacks." 

The statement quoted the 
group leader. Massoud 
Rajavi, as urging the Iraqi 
government to "arrest and 
prosecute the teirorists and 
close down die Iranian 
embassy in B^dad." 

The organisation uses Iraq 
as a: Springboard for attacks 


inside Iran and has several 
camps, equipped with heavy 
weapons, close to the bor- 
ders with irarL 

The organisadon’s bases 
have been the target of air 
and rocket attacks b}' Iran 
and its office in Baghdad, 
now ringed with a concrete 
wall, has weathered several 
mortar and bomb aoacks. 

On SepL 29, eight Iranian 
warplanes raided two of the 
organisation's camps inside 
Iraq. 


ESCWA 
convenes 
meeting on 
development 
of water 
resources 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Eco- 
nomic and So^ Commis- 
sion for Western Asia 
(ESCWA) is organising an 
expert group meeting on the 
Development of Non-Con- 
ventional Water Resources 
and ^ipropnate Technolo- 
gies for Groundwater Man- 
agement in the ESCWA 
Region. in Manama, 
Bahrain, fiom October 27 to 
30, 1997, ESCWA said in a 
statement 

The meeting is jointly 
organised by ESCWA and 
the United Nations Enviroa- 
ment Programme (UNEPj 
through its re^coial office for 
west Aria in Manama and in 
cooperation 'Aitii the gowaa- 
ment of Bahrain. 

The meeting wQI deal wnli 
non-coDventional wai^ 
resources and topics related 
to the application of ^^iro- 
priate technologies fix 
groundwater managerDent in 
the ESCWA region such as: 
remote sensing, ^undwater 
hydraulics, and gioundwater 
{xote^OQ. The relevant 
technical papers will be pre- 
pared ai^ presented by 
expem supported by the 
oo^iing extrabudgetary 
ES(^A/BGR (federal 
Institute for Geosciences and 
Natural Resources of Ger- 
many) technical cooperation 
project. 

F^cipating in the meet- 
ing will be more th.in 60 
experts, of which some 25 
come fiiom die ^CWA 
member countries, who will 
present over 30 specialised 
country ptqiers. 

In ad^tioD, the ESCWA 
secretariat will present 
iq^Hoximately 10 woikirig 
papm on the themes of con- 
ventional and non-conven- 
tional water resources. 


Mubarak starts flow of 
Nile water to green Sinai 


AL KANTARA (AFP) 
— Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak opened a 
tap to start water ftom 
the Nile River flowing 
down a canal toward the 
Sinai P enins ula Sunday, 
launching an ambitious 
project to expand Egypt's 
far^and. 

Mr. Mubarak pressed a 
button to send hundreds 
of thousands of cubic 
metres of water from the 
Nile Delta rushing down 
the A1 Salam Canal 
toward the region of El 
Arish on the Me^ter- 
ranean coast of the Sinai. 

The ceremony, also 
attended by top Eg]^an 
officials and business- 
men, kicked off a seven- 
year plan to convert 
some 160.(XX} hectares 
near El Arish into land fit 
for agriculture. 

The irrigation water for 
the project flows from an 
eastern branch of the 
Nile Delta through four 


tunnels dug under the 
Suez Canal, then along 
the 86-kilometre Sheikh 
Jaber Canal toward El 
Arish. 

The first phase of the 
project is chie to pump 
250,000 cubic metres of 
water to irrigate 1,302 
hectares of land daily in 
Sahel AJ Tina, one of five 
areas in the northwestern 
Sinai, Egypt’s Irrigation 
Minister Mahmoud Abu 
Zeid told Agence France 
Piesse earlier in the 
week- 

By the year 2004, the 
project will bring 4.4 bil- 
lion cubic metres of 
water annually to 
improve the land in 
northwestern Sinai, 
according to the head of 
the project, Samir 
Hashish. 

The scheme will help 
Egypt increase its 
amount of arable land, 
which now constitutes 
just six per cent of its ter- 


ritory. Currently arrfole 
land is limited to the Nile 
Valley and several oases. 

Sunday's inauguration 
ceremony mark^ some 
10 years since construc- 
tion on the project began. 

The project builds on 
an idea initially proposed 
by former president 
Anwar Sadat after Israel 
returned the Sinai to 
Egypt in their 1979 peace 
treaty. 

Part of Sadat's plan, 
which he quickly gave 
up, was to also provide 
Isi^ with Nile water. 
The Sheikh Jaber Canal, 
which relays the water 
brought under the Suez 
Can^ on to the north of 
the Sinai Desert, is 
named in honour of the 
Emir of Kuwait, Sheikh 
Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah, who along with 
Saudi Arabia financed a 
third of its $1.6 billion 
cost 
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Lebanese Moslhn Stii'Ue shoots slogans during a demonstrations called by former 
pro-Iranian HizboHah leader Sheikh Sohhi AI Tufiaili who has urged people to block 
roads in a continnafion of the ‘hunger revolt’ In the Bekaa Valley of Baalbeck on 
Sunday (Kenters photo) 


Lebanese 

protesters 

wound 

soldier 


BAALBECK (R) - 

Demonstrators firing 
machineguns and anti-tank 
rockets wounded a Lebanese 
soldier Sunday during 
protests in the Bekaa Vtiley 
c^ed by a former Hirixdlaii 
leader, a securi^' source said. 

Sheikh Subhi Tufaili. who 
led HizboUah in the 1980$, 
had urged Bekaa residents to 
block roads in a amtinuatim 
of die "hunger revolf be 
began in the inqxiverisiied 
area on July 4. 

In Britale. Sheikh TufailEs 
home village 70 kiiomens 
northeast of Behm. a sokfa 
was wounded when denxB- 
siraiors fired madun^m 
and anti-tank rockets in m 
attempt to i»evient troops 
removing burning tyres t&t 
blocked the toad, the soaiSt 
added. Most of the firit^ ^ 
into the air. > 

Demonstrauxs staix^ 
near anny armoured vefakte 
shouted "All huugiy people 
unite," 'T)own witii the g^ 
emment" and “No to 
taxes." said a Reuters conp- 
spondenL 

On Saturday, Sbdkfa 
Tufaili called fix local ica- 
dents to block the streets 
with agricultural produce in 
protest "against the hi^ 
taxes and the gov’emment's 
policy of impoverishment" 

The government bad dis- 
patched an extra 1,(XX) troops 
to the Bekaa Valley Sunday 
morning, raising to 3,(XX) tin 
number of soldiers and 
police who had been 
panoUing the area since Sat- 
urday. the security source 
said. 

The former HizboUah 
leader denounced the use 
weapons and called on bis 
suj^oiters to end their 
protest at 12 o'clock. 


Princess GMda opens eshilMan 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Royal Hi^mess Princess 
GfaidaTalal yesterday opened a jewellery exhitntion 
fix the Lebanese desi^ier May RishanL The works 
of Mrs. Rishani are weU-known for being rich in tra- 
dition. As a result of her ongoing research, she has 
found similarities in die roots of ancient jewelleiy 
and in die techniques that were used duou^out the 
ages. She has us^ this as a basis fix her work, and 
today she incorporates new techniques and calli- 
gra{^ designs into her jewellery. The exhibition at 
Daiiat Al Fiin^ in Jabal Luweibdeh wiU run fix four 
days and part of die jxoceeds of the sales will be 
donated to the Friendship Society for the BUnd. 

Iran, Lebanon aim to boost ties 

TEHRAN (AFP) — han and Lebanon have dis- 
cussed sueuglhming economic and cultural links 
and pursing joint investment in various develop- 
ment projects, die official Iranian news agency, 
IRNA, said Simd^. Lebanese P rime Nfinister Rafik 
Hariri, on a four-day visit here since SaturdOT, held 
talks widi Mce President Hassan Habibi on to 

develop bilateral cooperation and on le^onal and 


NFAVS IN BRIFL 


international issues," IRNA said. Mr Hariri said his 
country fovoured greater cooperation with the lslan> 
ic republic in various economic field. 


as the driver transpexting 34 nomads lost control of 
the vehicle in Khuzestan province. Kalian daily 
said. 


Iblic police detain about 650 ill^^als Aideed to travel to Cairo today 


ANKARA (R) — Turidsh audiorities detailed about 
650 fixeign migrants on the south coast of Turkey 
Sund^ while they waited fix a slup to take them to 
Italy, a local police official s^d. He said the migrants 
from Iraq. Iran, Pakistan and Bangladesh were 
caught close to die village of Yesilovaeik and were 
beingheldinasportsbaUindieneaii^townofSil- 
ifite. Turkish authorities quoted by die state-niD Ana- 
tolian news a^Dcy said deportation pFOceedings 
would be starch Turkey is a mqor tiansic route 
migrants trying to travel ftom It^ and odier coun- 
tries to die east to affluent European countries to the 
West 

12 kQled in bus cra^ in Ihm 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Twelve people were lolled and 
18 others injured when a truck canying membecs of 
a tribe turned over on a road in soudiwestem Iran, a 
newsptqier reported Sunday. The accident occuned 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Somali faction Leader Hussein 
Aideed is to travel to Cairo on Monday at the invita- 
tion of die Egyptian authorities, who are trying to 
end die oisis in Somalia. Ids aides in Nairobi said 
Sunday. Mr. Aideed arrived in the Kenyan capital 
last week en route to Cairo. His arch rival Ali Mahdi 
Mohammad is already in Cairo on a "private" visit 
and it was not immediately clear ^letiier die Egypt- 
ian Foorign Ministiy, which invited Mi: Aide^ 
would farfirtatft a meeting between the two faction 
leaders. 

Briton gets four years in UA£ jail 

DUBAI (AFP) — A United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
court has sentenced a Briton to four years in prison 
to be followed by dqxxtation for possession of 
hflghiidi, newsp^jers tepexted Sunds^r. Michael 
Andxxiy, 26, was convicted in a Dubai criminal 
court on Satuidtty after he was arrested for keeping 


Lawyer says that 
case of shot Kuwaiti 
MP being politicised 


KUWAIT cm' (AFP) — A 
defence lawyer complaiiied 
Sunday that die legal team lep- 
lesenting a Kuwaiti MP 
wounded in a June shooting 
were trying to politicise die 
trial of five men accused of 
attenqited mimW 
Thi^ prosecutkxi witnesses 
were questioned in comt after 
which the judge, Ibid^ Al 
Obeid. set the next bearing fix 
Nov. 2 when MP Abdullah Al 
NaOiari and his Ferial Al 
Freih, rrill be summoned to 
testify. The three witnesses 
were the police officer in 
charge of the investigation and 
two men. an off-duiy poHoe 
officer and anotiier Kuwaiti, 
who woe near the scene of the 


attack on June 6. 

Ml Naibaii's defence team 
"are oying to politicise the 
case. Today's session (fid not 
include anydung to he^i the 
court issue its juef^ment," said 
lawyer N^ Al Wiigyan, lep- 
lesenting Abdul Mohsen Al 
Roumi, one of die five 
accused Mohsen Al Mutaiii, a 
lawyer on the MFs l^al team, 
said tiiey repeated a call fix 
Deputy Prizne Miniaer and 
Hitence hfimster Nasser Al 
RodhanazidfbtmerOilhfinis- 
ler Sbedkfa Ah Al Khalifah Al 
Sabah to testify in court. 

The same request has been 
made twice before, but has 
been turned down both times 
tty the court 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
TeL 7731U-19 
PROGIUMMETWO 
14:10.._A Show With the Mouse 
14:30 Cowboys of the Moo Mesa 
1S:00 .......Gilletie Sports Special 

15^ Riding High 

10:00 ..Animal Show 

lOJO OoeanCirl 



17:15 ..........Flench Prograimnes 

19:00 ............... News in French 

19:15........,....FFeDCh progranuDe 

19:30 — ....J'lews Headline 

15h35 .......................Neighbouis 

20:00 ....Comedy — Muiphy 

Brown 

20:30 -Bcd^lonS 

21:10 Hi ghlanA*!- 

22ti)0 News in Pn gliA 

22:30 ..JEmetgenQT Room 

23:15 Jlomicide 

23:59 -EndofTJC. 


PRAYER TIMES 


IMlZO. 

05:43 

....—.-...........Fajr 

11:19.. 


UttVT 


1656. 


18:13 

................ 'Isha 


CHURCHES 

St Mary of Nazareth Cfanrcfa 
Sweifieh, TeL 810740 
Assembfies of God CSnuch TeL 
632785. 

St Joseph Cliuidi TeL 624590 
Chnrch die Anmmicatioii 


TeL 637440. 

De la Salle Church TeL 661757. 
lhr» Sanda Omrefa TH. 622366 
Anglican Churcli TeL 652826. 
Armenian Catholic Cfantdi TeL 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Obnrefa 
TeL 775261. 

St Ephraim Oniidi TeL 771751. 
Amman Intm^tinnal Church 
TeL 5516245 

Evai^dkal Lutheran Cbiircfa 
TeL 824328. 

Gennan-speakii^ Evangefical 
Congregation ThL 68S404 
The Lattao-Day Saints TeL 
654932. 

Churdi of Nazareoe TeL 
675691. 

The Evangelical Local Churdi 

in Amman Tel. 811295 

English-speaking 

Latin CathoBcs Paridi XeL 

61419a 

AVEATHER 

Bulletin suppti&i by the Depart- 
ment qf Metrology 

Tempoatures are expected to drop 
with skies becoming partly 
cloudy. There will be a rh?wv«,» of 
thunder showers in the eastern 
parts (tf die Kingdom and winds 
westeriy moderate to active. In 
Aqaba, sides wiD be partly cloudy 
with a diance of scatttzed sbow^ 


eis.'V^Sndswillbesoutberiy modr 
eraie and seas lou^ 


MiiL/Maz. temp. 

. Amman 


ZARQA: 

Dn Randa Shabhi 
Khalifeh pharmacy .. 


995170 

985417 


HOSPITALS 


Aqaba. 


Deserts.. 


Jordan VaOey. 


.14(24 

.19/30 

.13/26 

.17/28 


AMMAN: 

T iwmih 


.^130195 


Yesterday's high lem p e iatute i i: 
Amman 28, Aqaba 34 Humidity 
readings: Amman 31 per cem, 
Aq^2S percent 


USEFUL 

telephone 

NUMBERS 

NIGHT.DUTY 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre .637111 

GvflD^oceDepartmert — 661111 
CSvil Defence Immediaie Rescue 

630341 

Civil Defence EmeiBeacy — 199 
RescueR3fice...l92. 621111, 637777 

Fire Brigade. 617101 

Blood Bank ^775121 

Hi^iway Police 8434(n 


Traffic Police.. 


.896390 


AMMAN: 

Dr. YoosrfNaser 

Dr. issamAlAsmar .. 

Dt KlmlHrtiiw Klftnh , 

Dc MdalAs'ad 

Firas phannaqF 


Feidows phannacy — 
AlAsema pharmacy — 
Nairoukb pharmacy 

Al Salam [rftanxBCy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Sfaiseisani pfaani^ 
Na^ {diaimacy ........... 


-.751144 

—890504 

-B16715 

...751672 

..661912 

..778336 

..637055 

-.623672 

-.636730 

..644945 

-637660 

.847632 


Public Security Dq>t— .... 630321 

Hotel Conylaints— 605800 

Price C(Hi¥laints.........~661176 

Vite & SewiasgB Cxxpiaifi -897^ 
A mman Mumcipality CDnq>laints 

787111 

Telqrfjone Information (directory 

assistance) ......... 121 

Overseas Calls ,.._-..-....010230 
Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs ........... 623101 

..661101 
...773 in 
..774111 


Fhissdn Mecfical Gome -..813813^ 
Khalidi Maternity....... 644281/6 

AkSdi Matemity.........642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity ..642362 
Maihas,J. Amman. ........636140 

Palestine, Shmeisani 607071 

ShmeisamHo^ntal .......669131 

University Hospital 845845 

.AI-Muasber Hospital ...667227/9 
The Islamic. Abdali .....6661 

Al-AhlL Abdali .664164/6 

Italian. AI-Muhajreeo ,...777101/3 

.Al-Basht ..775111/26 

Army, Madca 89161 1/15 

(^ueen Alia Ho^ital ..602240/50 

Amal Ho^ial _.674155 

The Arab Ceone fix Heart and 

Special Suigeiy ...865199 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt Hospital 

(09)983323 

Zaiqa National Hospital 

.(09)900560 


Abdali TeL Rq«iis. 
Jordan Thlevisioii .. 
Radio J<xdan 


Water Authority 


.680100 


ERBID: 

Dc MazenAhoBaker .276852 
Al (^d$ pharmacy ...... (— ) 


J. Etecnicity Autiiority — 815615 

EliectricPbwgCo 636381 

RJFli^lQfixmation .08-53200 
(^ueen Alia T^- Aiipoit 08-53200 


Ibo Sina HospitaL... (09)986732 
Al HDcrna Modem Hoqntal 

409)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hos{^ 

(02)275555 

Hosptal 


Greek 


11x1 AI 


Catholic 

(02)272275 

Nafoes Hospital 
(02)247100 


AQABA: 03:55 Kuala Lumpuc Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 OtberFi^ls 

04:15 London (BA) 

09:15 jCsuto (MS) 

FOR THE ' I'KAVKr J 09:30 'Arish (RF) 

QUEEN ALIA 11:45 ........Kbaxtoura (SD) 

INTERNATIONAL 13:45 Bahrain (GF) 

AIRPORT 14:30 Doha tQR) 

15.‘0S Vienna (OS) 

77as irfimnarion is si^fpUed by 16ti)0 Dubai (EK) 

Royal Jordanian [RJ) u^ormation 18:00 Jstanbul (SD) 

department ta the f^een Alia 20KM) .....Tel Aviv (LY) 

Jraemationat Airport Tel 21:10 ...Paris. Damascus (AFj 

(08^3200-5, where it shoidd 21:30 Athens (OA) 

Ohm'S be Merited, h^rmation on 0l;25 ...... Amsterdam (KL) 

aher flights can be supplied on 

phone 08(32700). Royal Wings (RW) 

06:05 — .Tel Aviv (RW) 

ARRIVALS —-Amman (QAIAKRW) 

07:15 Amraan (Marica Airport) 

Ruyal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

07:15 Sanaa (RJ) — V 

08:25 Damascus (RJ) ““-Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

08:35 JeddahOU) ™ Ahport) 

09:45 ....New Delhi (RJ) 

OShSO DubaL Abu Dhabi (RJ) AqabatRW) 

l(fc05 BeirutiRJ) ^ Amman (Marka Airport) 

16:20 ....Cairo (RJ) 

16:25 London ,u .i 

l&OS Kuwait (RJ) DEPARTURES 

18d5«...Casablanca, Tunis (RJ) _ ^ , 

19K15 Bangkok (RJ) J®«*anian (RJ) Rigjits 

20- .45 J=rankftirt(adcn(RJ) “"rr-;- -BeiniKRJ) 

21- J0NewYoric.Ajnsieitiam(RJ) r?-®® -■Aqaba. Frankfurt (add) (RJ) 

21rf5 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) .Amsterdam, Chicago (RJ) 

02:15 ...Jakarta, Abu Dhabi (RJ) -..Kuwait (RJ) 


— London (RJ) [ 

.Cairo (RJ) 

..Td Aviv (RJ) 


20:15 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 

20:45 Abu Kiabi (RJ) - 

21:15 Dubai, Muscat (RJ) 

22:15 Damascus (RJ) 

22:45 .Sanaa OU) 

Other Fights 

06K)0 Istanbul (HO 

08KM» Deamt(ME) 
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1050 


1050 

Taim iMS) 

12»45 .. 


12:45 

- Rflhrain ((30 

14:15 .... 

Rahrain (GF) 

1550 

. . .Ddia(QR) 


15:50 \tonia((5S)i 

17HN) — Damascus, Dubai (EK) 

19ti)0 Khartoum (SD) 

2VJO ^raAviv(LTO 

23:53 ....Damascus, Paris (AF) 

02:25 Amsterdam 

03.-00 Athens (OA) I 

Royal Wings (RW) 

05:30 Amman (Maika AiqX'ii) 
(RW) 

06:50 TdAviv(RW) 

0755 ...Amman (QAIA) (RW 
0850 Amman (Maika Aitp^^C^ 
(RW) 

lOaO Aqaba (IW 

U>40 .,-J\imiia»(QAIA)^^ 
2050 _Amman(QAlA);g^ 
2150 A qabafKw 
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Home News 

Queen distributes awards 
for children’s literature 


Jordan Times, Monday, October 27 , 1997 


AMMAN fJ.T.l — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Sun- 
day met xvith 80 outstand- 
ing writers from Jordan. 
Egypt, and Iraq who partic- 
ipate in the 1997 Queen 
Moor Award for Children's 
Literatuns, according to a 
press release Sunday. 

Six writers were recog- 
nised for their contribu- 
tions, including two Jor- 
danian writers, Ahmad 
Nua'imi (the author of 
‘‘Salma's Clinic”) and 
Fadia Qanawneh (the 
author of ”The Flying 
Crocodile”), the statement 


continued. 

Queen Noor presented 
awards to Mr. Nua'imi and 
Ms. Qanawneh in the fields 
of education and short 
story, respectively, and also 
inaugural^ the Children's 
Literary and Arts Exhibi- 
tion, according to the 
release. 

Established in 1988 by 
the Noor A1 Hussein Foun- 
dation (NHF), in coopera- 
tion with the Ministry of 
Culture, this annual awaid 
encourages the production 
of quality Arab children's 
literature, including short 


stories, novels, poetry, 
plays, folk-tales, and scien- 
tific works. A panel of dis- 
tinguished Arab writers 
judges the entries of the 
participants, and winning 
works will be published by 
the NHE the announcement 
continued. 

Also attending the cere- 
mony were the ministers of 
culture and youth and 
telecommunications and 
transpoTtarion, In'aoi Musti, 
the advisor to the Queen, 
and NHF Executive Direc- 
tor Yasser Tal, the statement 
concluded. 
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PRINCESS DONATES EQUIPMENT: Her Royal Hi ghna^ Princess Haya, the hon- 
orary president of the Qneen Alia Foundation for Hearing and Speech, Sunday 
donates hearing aids to Ministry of Social Development representative, who will dis- 
tribute them to the needy children in A1 Amal School in Irbid City. Princess Haya 
I toured the various sections of the school which was fonnded in 1978 (P etra photo) 

Princess Rania inaugurates 
Wadi Rayan production centre 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Rania and 
Director Of the ti:S. Agency 
for- Jatemational Develop- 
lorat (USAID) in Jocd^ 
Levris Lucke today inaugurat- 
ed die latest JRDP (Jordan 
River for Development Pro- 
jects) project, the Wadi Rayan 
Ho^don Centre in Noith- 
em Sbouneh. according to a 
U.S. Infonn^on ^rvice 
press release Sunday. 

Tbe inauguration ceremony 
was attend by officials 
frcxa die Jordanian govern- 
ment and leixesentatives of 
Don-govemmental oiganisa- 


tions (NOOs) and the private 
sector, tbe statement contin- 
ued. 

- Princess Rania and Mr. 
' Lucke bad signed in July an 
agreement providing 

S106.000 to JRDP in order to 
est^Usb a production centre 
in Wadi Rayan to provide 
jobs for the area's residents, 
according to the announce- 
menL 

Ihis project, the first of its 
kind in Jordan. wlD use local- 
ly-grown bamboo cane and 
h arana leaves to produce 
wicker furniture that will be 
marketed in JRDFs show- 


rooms in Jordan and expoited 
lx> relected countries in the 
regicm, die statement read. 

Tbe project is being funded 
under USAID's Private Sec- 
tor Services Project (PSSP), 
and is tbe final one within an 
S8 million prog ra mme aimed 
at asristing and fostering the 
development and growth of 
private enteipiise by tq^grad- 
ing business services through 
improved accounting, indus- 
trial management computers 
and software service, and 
maiketing the press release 
concluded. 


Siham Safadi, leading singer, 
dies in automobile accident 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Siham Safa- 
di, 42, a leading Jordan- 
ian performer, was killed 
Sunday at dawn when tbe 
car her son was driving 
collided with the divider 
00 the Maij A1 Hamam 
Highway, according to 
officials. 

A spokesperson for the 
Jordan Artists Associa- 
tion told the Jordan Times 
that Ms. Safadi was head- 
ing to the Seventh Circle 
from Maij Hamam at 1 :30 
a.m. Sunday after a per- 
formance at Kan Shahra- 
yar restaurant, when tbe 
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car that her 23-year-old 
son Michael was driving 
crashed into tbe fence. 


instantly causing her 
death. 

The spokesperson said 
her son, who was slightly 
bruised, was treated at the 
hospital and discharged. 

Officials said speeding 
and changing lanes sud- 
denly caused the acci- 
dent. 

The late Ms. Safadi, the 
only well-known Jordan- 
ian female singer, started 
her singing career in tbe 
late 1960s. She partici- 
pated in several national 
and intemational events. 

Ms. Safadi’s songs were 
mostly about national 
culture and romance. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


NEW PUBUCATION 

* Launching of publication entitled “Modem 
Art in Jordan" by Dr. Wijdan AJI at the Jordan 
National Gallery of Hne Ans at 6:00 p.m. 

FILM 

* Silent German film “Metropolis” at Abdul 
Hameed Shoman Foundation. Jabal Amman at 
8:00 pjn. 

JEWELRY/DESIGN SHOW 

* Jewelry show from Lebanon's “Sabika 
workshop and show of designs by Lebanese 
onisi May Rishani at Dan AI Funun, Jabal 
Weibdeh (Tel. 613251/2). until Oct. 30. 

exhibitions 

' Graphics exhibition by Abdul Wahab Abdul 
Mohsen at Baladra An Gallery. Gardens Street 
(Tel. 5537598), until Nov. 5. 

* Plastic (abstract) art by Iraqi artist Malta 

Isma’il at the Royal Cultural Centre, also dis- 
playing paintings bv Dutch arrisi Jamal Khmais, 
until OcL 30. ’ 


* Ceramics exhibition at the Silsal Ceramics 

workshop. Jabal Amman between 4th and 5tb 
Circles, until Ocl 30 (TeL 680128). j 

* Works by Bahraini artist Sheikh Rashid All 
Khalifa at Darat AI Funum. Jabal Weibdeh, untii 
Nov. 15. Also displaying a new collection of 
works by contemporaiy Arab artists (TeL 
643251/2). 

* Ceramics exhibition by Ra'd Dlaimi at 
Orfali Art Gallery, Umm Utheina, until Ocl 30. 

* Paintings by Iraqi artist Walid Nasrallah at 
Hammourabi An Gallery, Chrdens Street, until 
Ocl 28. 

* Paintings by Abdul Qader Bakhe^ at Insti- 
tuto Cervantes. Jabal Amman, until OcL 30. 

* Exhibition of paintings and weaving entitled 
“Murmurs of Our Land” by Riham Ghassib and 
Bani Hamida at Bani Hamida House (Tel. 
658896/7), until OcL 30. 

* Exhibition of Catalan masters of the 20th 
cenrury endtied “Aura Meditenritiiia’' at the Jor- 
dan National Gallery of Fine Arts, until Ocl 28 
(except Tuesdays). 


Public sector health professionals suspend strike 


By Odeh Odeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The public 
sector health professio nals 
who had observed work 
stoppages for five days 
over a stretch of two weeks 
Sunday announced that 
they were suspending their 
action after the government 
expressed its readiness to 
meet their demands. 

Doctors, dentists, and 
pharmacists emplo^ by 
the public sector h^ been 

Four plead 
not guilty 
to Israel 
attack plot 

By Rana Husseml 
Jordan Time; Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Four men 
accused of plotting attacks 
against Israel pleaded not 
guilty Sunday to the 
charges in a session at the 
State Security Court. 

Abdul Rahim Youset 
25, Mujahed Abdul Jawad, 
29, Sa'oud Mohammad, 
24, and his brother Issa, 
21, are officially charged 
with possession of illegal 
explosives and automatic 
weapons with illicit intent 
Last week, the defence 
team contested tbe evi- 
dence collected and the 
investigation procedures 
that were carried out by 
the prosecution. 

State Security Prosecu- 
tor Mahmoud Obeidat 
Sunday responded in court 
by presenting a three-page 
statement defenffing the 
investigation ptoc^ures 
and stating that tbe 
defence attorneys' argu- 
ments do not have a legal 
basis. 

The court, presided over 
by Judge Yousef Faoiui 
and iDcluding Judges Aref 
Syouf and Ahmad Ayasb, 
ruled that '*it is too early at 
this stage to contest the 
investigation procedures, 
and the court caimot issue 
a decision on this matter 
until it hears the prosecu- 
tion and reviews the evi- 
dence.” 

The tribunal postponed 
the case to Oct 28 to bear 
tbe prosecution’s wituess- 
es. 

According to the charge 
sheet, the four men met in 
June of this year and 
planned to infiltrate Israel 
through Wadi Araba in 
southern Jordan during the 
month of Ramadan. 

However, they were 
apprehend^ in July by the 
authorities, who were 
tipped off by undercover 
agents, before carrying out 
any attacks. 

The prosecution is 
charging that the four 
belonged to the outlawed 
group Bay'et AI Imam 
(pledge of allegiance to 
the leader), of which 10 of 
its 13 members have 
received prison terms 
ranging from two to IS 
years after being convicted 
by tbe State Security Court 
on charges of attempted 
sabotage and slandering 
His Majesty King Hussein. 


striking at 41 hospitals and 
429 health centres around 
tbe country to back 
demands for higher salary 
allowances better 

working contfitions. as well 
as incentives such as schol- 
arships and further training. 

Tbe end of tbe strike, 
which was announced at 
noon Sunday by Bassem 
Dajani, president of the 
Joj^an Medical Associa- 
tion, Sa'id Abu Maizar, 
president of the Jordan 
Dentists Association, and 


Abdul R ahim Issa, presi- 
dent of the Jordan Pharma- 
cist Association, followed a 
45-minute meeting with 
Minister of Health and 
Metfical Care Ashraf 
Kurdi. 

During a press confer- 
ence at the Professional 
Associations Complex, Dr. 
Dajani said tibe decision to 
suspend the strike was 
taken to pave tbe way for 
the government to imple- 
ment previous agreements 
reach^ with the three asso- 


ciations. 

Dr. Dajani said tbe Min- 
istry of Health has agreed 
to pay the health profes- 
sions 60 per cent of the 
fees collected from the 
public for medical treat- 
ment which now amount 
to JD793.000. 

He said the three associa- 
tions will follow up on dis- 
cussions with tbe ministry 
on meeting the other 
demands, which included 
the following: increasing 
tbe pension to two-thirds of 


tbe overall salaries, 
increasing the professional 
allowance from 90 per cent 
to 120 per cent citing a 
housing plan, providing for 
health professioiials to 
receive scholarships and 
training courses, and 
assigning seats in Jordan- 
ian state universities to 
children of health profes- 
sionals. 

The incentives for the 
health professionals will be 
worked out with the Min- 
istry of Health, he added. 


Media is ‘welcome’ to watch elections — Majali 



AMMAN (Pelia) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali Sunday said tbe 
government take a 
completely neutral stand 
and local and foreign media 


representatives : are wel- 
come to watch the Nov. 4 
general elections to deter- 
mine if they are faiiL and 
free. 

During a meeting of (he 
Amman Govemorate Exec- 
utive Council. Dr. Majali 
said the errors that occurred 
in tbe voter lists resulted 
from some jreople who reg- 
istered th^ names but 
should not have, since they 
had done so in the previous 
elections. 

The Ministry of Interior 
was dealizig with the situa- 


tion and deleting the' repeat- 
ed names, he said. 

Each candidate has tbe 
right to protest any repeats, 
and all candidates have 
been issued computer disks 
with the full list of voters' 
names, accor^g to Dr. 
Majali. 

Referring to the elections 
law, the prime minister said 
his government plans to 
introduce a modem law that 
addresses the needs of all 
sectors of society. 

Magnetic voter cards that 
cannot be forged will be 


distributed, he added. 

At the meeting, which 
was attended by Minister of 
Interior Nathir Rashid, the 
prime minister said the 
government was taking all 
the necessary measures to 
facilitate the elections 
process and stressed that 
government officials are 
not allowed to campaign 
for any candidates and no 
one is allowed to receive 
the voter cards of other 
people. 


Candidate's son arrested on drug charges 

This is a timed trap — Haddadin 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Anti-Narcotics Department 
(AND) announced yester- 
day that they arrest^ the 
son of a prominent candi- 
date in this year's elections 
for allegedly smuggling 
more than five kilo- 
grammes of heroin into tbe 
country destined for anoth- 
er Arab state. 

The suspect, along with 
three other men, were 
arrested following the 
seizure of a truck carrying 
horses from Lebanon at a 
farm in tbe Jordan Valley, 
the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, quoted AND Director 
General Colonel Nazib 
Shretdeh as saying. 


Khalil Haddadin, the 
didate, who is campaigning 
in Amman’s Third District, 
responded by saying that 
the arrest was a “timed 
trap.” 

do not know who is 
behind this trap, wbeeber 
lo^ or intemational par- 
ties, but I am sure of the 
innocence of my son as 
much as 1 am sure of the 
justice of our law,” Mr. 
Hadda^ who heads the 
Jordanian Arab Ba’ath 
Socialist Party and is run- 
ning for the Christian seat 
allocated to the Amman 3rd 
District, added. 

will continue with my 
elections campaign and this 


is die destiny of fighrers,” 
he concluded. 

Petra quoted Col. Shrei- 
deh as saying that bis 
department, in collabora- 
tion wiib Lebanese autbori- 
ties, learned that the ship- 
ment of horses to Jordan 
included drugs. 

“Department officers kept 
close surveillance on the 
truck for 48 hours after it 
left Lebanon and crossed 
the Jordanian border on tbe 
way to its destination, a 
farm in the Jordan Valley,'’ 
Col. Shreideh said. 

According to CoL.Sbrei- 
deh. daring tbe unloading 
of the cargo at tbe fann on 
Ocl 23, department offi- 


cers stepped in, searched 
the truck, and found 5.5 
kilogrammes of heroin con- 
cealed in it. 

Col. Shreideh said inves- 
tigations and enquiries over 
the past three days resulted 
in the identification of the 
four suspects involved in 
tbe operation. They were 
apprehended and referred 
to court for trial, he added. 

Col. Shreideh noted that 
drug smuggling through 
Jordanian territory and drug 
peddling inside the country 
nave b^n declining lately, 
following several foil^ 
trafficking attempts and tbe 
arrest of ms(jor dealers with 
police recoil.- 


Opposition officially launches ^Salvation Plan’ 


By a Jordan Hmes 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Islamists 
and ei^t opposition patties, 
as well as tiie praf^onal 
associations and several 
independent personalities, 
reiterated yesterday their call 
for a geteral boy^ of die 
Nov. 4 polls. 

Spealung in a press confer- 
ence for the official launch of 
a “national salvation plan,” 
par^ representatives sr^ die 
boycott was not their original 
poUtical goal, but radia a 
reactiem to government pri- 
des, stemming from vdisa 
they described as “a geooal 
atmosphere of popular dis- 
content and frus^OD.” 

“We ate ringing tbe alarm 
bell,” Muslim Brotherhood 
leader Jamil Abu Bakr told 
reporters, adding diat the 
pro-boycott parties intended 
to hold a national conference 
of all pro and anti-boycott 
(^}position groups after the 
elections. 

According to Mr. Abu 
Bakr, the projected national 
conference will be charged 
widi drafting a platform and 


drawing the guiddines fra- 
joint of^rosition action. 

Hashd Secretary General 
Salem Nahhas said bea- 
con campaign win be inten- 
sified,” but stressed diat it 
will also be “a peaceful cam- 
paign.” 

“Ws never planned to stand 
in front of the baDot stations 
and physically prevent peo- 
ple frmn voting,” he said. 

Firmly opposing the Wadi 
Araba treaty, die naticmal sal- 
vation plan i^ed “siq>port of 
tbe Palestinian struggle 
against 2aonist occupation,” 
^ tbe legectioQ of Jordan 
being die substitute home- 
land for die Palestinians, the 
so-called “Jordanian option.” 

On tbe dpmestic level die 
salvation plan, which was 
prepar^ 1^ a four-member 
committee including Ml 
N ahhas, Ml Abu Bake, AI 
Ansar representative Adnan 
Tehran, an ind^iendent, 
Paris Fayez, demanded the« 
repeal of (he mid-May.-' 
amendments to tbe Press and 
Publicatii3QS Law, which it 
charged whh “t^venting cit- 
izens from exercising their 
constitutional right to free- 


dom of eiqpressicn.’* 

The plan also requested the 
abolition of die controversial 
one-person, one-vote system, 
and accused various govern- 
ments of “Interfering with 
the legitimaie work of pro- 
fessirmal assodations, politi- 
cal parties, and civic soci- 
eties.” 

In the first chapter, dedicat- 
ed to political refcvms, tbe 
plan called for a strict iirqile- 
mentation of the Constitution 
rather dian fc^ specific con- 
stitutional amendments. 

The separation between tbe 
dsee functions of the state 
must be reflected, the pro- 
boycott parties utg^ ad^g 
that die “constitutional text 
should be activated in all its 
parts, especially where it 
says that the nation is the 
source of all dnee powers.” 

One of the key-points in 
tbe opp^tion p^es’ plan 
for national salvation is 
.“ensutiiig the total indepen- 
'dence of the judicial authori- 
ty and preventing tbe execu- 
tive authority frxim interfer- 
ing in any way with tbe judi- 
ciary.'’ 

In a chapter dedicated to 


economic refrarns, the plan 
adopted an anti-privatisation 
and protectionist approach, 
calling for an increas^ role 
of tbe public sector and a halt 
to “foreign and Zionist 
investments in our firms and 
economic institutions.” 

On the social and cultural 
level tbe salvation plan 
opp(»ed all forms of cultural 
normalisation with die Jew- 
ish state and updield conserv- 
ative stands in education and 
youth is^s. 

The parties signatories 
were AI Ansar, tbe Jordanian 
Arab Constitutional Front, 
the National Action Front, 
die National Democratic 
Popular Movement, Hashd, 
AI Haq, AI Mustaqbal and 
tbe Jordanian Democratic 
Popular Unity Party. 

The 11 indepenttents who 
signed the National Salva- 
tion Plan were Babjat Abu 
Gbarbieh, George Haddad, 
Hamad Farfaan. Hakim 
Fayez, Rizq Bataineh, Sa'id 
Abu Mazer. Shahadeh Abu 
Sharif, Talal Abu Ryalah, 
Fans Fayez. Mahmoud 
Abdullat, and Majed Kba- 
sawneh. 


Families of Jordanian prisoners in Israel losing hope for release 


By Tareq Ayyoab 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The families 
of Jordanian prisoners in 
Israeli jails appeared to be 
less (iptiinistic that Israel 
would free their relatives, 
despite assurances from 
govenunent officials that 
die detainees would be 
released soon. 

“Despair has almost 
overcome us,” said Saleh 
Ajloum, tbe broths of 
prisoner Sultan Ajlouni. 

“We feel that we are Ulce 
the deceived husband. We 
missed a golden chance 
that could have insured the 
release of our relatives,” 
said Mr. Ajloum, who was 
referring to tbe swap of 
'two Israeli agents with 
several Joidaoi^ prison- 
ers in Israeli jails earlier 


this month. 

Jordan and Israel agreed 
to exchange Jordanian and 
Palestinian prisoners for 
the two Israeli Mossad 
agents involved in the 
foiled assassination 
attempt on a Hamas leader 
in Jordan on SepL 25. 

Since then, Israel has 
freed IS Jordanian prison- 
ers and a number of Pales- 
tinian detainees. But 
Israeli security officials 
' said tbe Jewish state will 
not release prisoners 
involved in the killing of 
Israelis. 

The release of eight Jor- 
danian prisoners, detained 
in Israel since 1988, has 
been postponed by Israel, 
despite several statements 
by senior Jordanian gov- 
ernment officials that all 
Jordanian prisoners would 


be freed. 

Last week, Fou’ad 
.Shara’a, one of the Jordan- 
ian detainees who are still 
in Israeli jails, contacted 
Ahmad Nahar, a Jordanian 
diplomat zi the Kingdom's 
embassy in Tel Aviv, who 
told him that negotiations 
are still under way to 
release them, sources said. 

Tbe diplomat told him 
that Israeli authorities are 
still 'reviewing the files of 
these prisoners and will 
decide who, among them, 
will be released.” 

Statements by both 
countries on the number of 
Jordanian detainees in 
Israel have been contradic- 
tory. While Israel says diat 
there are more than 30, 
Jordan say that only 23 
prisoners are detained by 
Israel. 


Those who are still in 
Israeli jails include Sultan 
Ajloum, Fou’ad Shara’a, 
Amin Sanei, Salem and 
Khaled Abu Galioo, Jamal 
Mukahal, Bassam 

Moh amm ad Thbileb, and 
Ra'ed Abdul Qadir 
Ibrahim. 

The sister of Fouad 
Shara'a, Um Faisal, told 
die Jordan Times that she 
has contacted tbe Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and was 
informed that talks with 
the Israelis on the release 
of the prisoners have not 
come to an end. 

Ms. Shara'a said they 
have been informed that 
the detainees are p lannin g 
a hunger strike to press for 
their release. 

She said a proposed sit- 
in by the families of these 
prisoners near the Israeli 


embassy was planned last 
week, but was cancelled 
because permission was 
not granted. 

Omar Mukahal, a brother 
of Jamal Mukahal, said his 
brother was still in prison, 
despite the fact that be was 
not involved in killing 
Israelis. 

hfr. Mukahal said his 
brother, who was a mem- 
ber of a group that planned 
an armed attack against an 
Israeli target near the bor- 
der with Egypt, was not 
released, but two of his 
brother's partners who 
took pan in the attack 
were. 

“The delay in releasing 
oiu* relatives wiU make us 
think of other options 
which some pe()ple might 
not like,” Mr. Ajlouni said. 
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U.N.: AIDS to become Asia’s 
next scourge after currency crisis 


Jordan Tunes, Monday, October 27 , 1997 

Hashiinoto vows to win 
Asian understanding of 
new defence accord 


MANILA (AFP) — AIDS 
will become the scourge of 
Asian economies, a U.N. 
ofUcial warned Sunday as 
the world’s two most popu- 
lous nations, China and 
India, reported huge obsta- 
cles in efforts to bi^d off a 
looming health disaster. 

Peter Piot, executive 
director of AIDS, a 
monitoring agency, said “in 
a number of years” annual 
losses in Asia would be 
measured in billions of dol- 
lars for medical costs, lost 
productivity and lost mar- 
kets. 

Indochina states. 
Eastern Europe and the for- 
mer Soviet republics have 
seen the most r^id rises in 
infections in recent ye^. 
he told an Asia-Pacific 
AIDS conference here. 
Developed nations have got 
a grip on prevention, he 
add^. 

The “major burden of the 
disease is still to come” in 
Asia, he warned. 

Mr. Piot gave no cost fig- 
ures for Asia, but cited esti- 
mates that by 2007, $2.8 
billion would be spent 
every year for AIDS in 
Cambo^a, where one of 20 
soldiers and police there are 
now believed to be infected 
by the Human 
Immunedeficiency 'Wrus 
(HIV) which causes AIDS. 

He said Indonesia expects 
AIDS to consume a thi^ of 
its heal± expenditure by 
2005, while one out of 
every 100 adults in \fietnam 
could be infected by the 
turn of the century. 

Implementing preventive 


measures is “pretty soft 
investment that has to be 
made, not a matter of hi^ 
technology,” Mr. Piot said, 
and includes educating the 
public and making protec- 
tion available. 

“This is not high-tech, 
which is why we believe it 
can be done even with an 
economic crisis,” he said, 
referring to Asia’s currency 
turmoil which has slashed 
growth forecasts for the 
world's most dynamic 
economies. 

Acquired Immune 

Deficiency Syndrome 

(AIDS) destroys the body’s 


immune system and is 
traosmiaed by sexual con- 
tact, blood transfusions or 
sharing syringes. 

The conference was told 
the use of condoms to com- 
bat the spread of AIDS is 
generating ffictioa in Asia 
with religious and cultural 
objections. 

Paula Kelly, an AIDS 
coordinator for die assis- 
tance group CARE in 
Viemam. warned the con- 
ference that “insistence on 
condom use can easily be 
the precursor of violence” 
by the man against the 
woman. 


With “high illiteracy and 
great poverty it’s (HIV- 
AIDS) bound to multiply” 
in India. Health Minister 
Renu Ka Chowdury said. 
‘There is no way to stop it 
if we don’t take collective 
action,*' she told an infor- 
mal discussion here. 

In New Delhi, the min- 
istry' reported that only 
three per cent of Indians 
used condoms for birth con- 
trol. with custom dictating 
that the women undeigo 
sterilis^on or take the pUL 

India has more people liv- 
ing with HIV than any other 
country in the wori^ said 


Mr. Kot of UNAIDS, 
which estimates between 
three and five millio n peo- 
ple in India are infected by 
HIV. 

The main potential thmutc 
in China were illegal drugs, 
a large floating popula- 
tion” of economic migrants, 
as as prostitution, once 
diought eradicated from 
that country. 

Mr. Piot said the sexual 
mode of transmission was a 
rising trend there. 

A Chinese Academy of 
Medical Science report said 
that while tiie dti^cp; is 
conc^irated on injecting 
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drug users in the province 
of Yunnan, there were now 
thought to be 420,000 pros- 
titutes in China. 

Millions of Chinese fiom 
the interior provinces flock 
to boomiowns in mainly 
coastal cities in search of 
work. 

“One of the biggest dan- 
gers I see today is tire per- 
ception that the epidemic is 
over,” Mr. Piot of UNAIDS 
said, xefenmg to Western 
advances which now 
enabled neatmenc by 
cocktail of drugs to retard 
development of HTV into 
full-blown AIDS. 

He noted that most treat- 
ments were too expensive 
for Asia and other develop- 
ing tmrifwt and that tlW 
biggest ch^enge was to 
maintain basic prevention 
efforts. 

Asia now has “a window 
of opportunity to slow 
down and stop the epidemic 
which Afiica doesn’t have,” 
he said, adding that it was a 
“historic responsibility on 
the leaders of the region.” 

The conference was told 
there were between five 
minion and seven mitlinn 
AIDS sufferers in die Asia- 
Pacific region, compared to 
14 million cases in sub- 
Saharan Afiica. The UJ4. 
estimates tiieie are 3.1 mU- 
hoD infections woridwide 
every year. 

However, Mr. Piot told 
the conference there was a 
100 per cent increase in 
reported HTV infections in 
Asia in three years which 
would double at^in by 
2000. 


Sassou Nguesso installs 
new regime after Congo war 


BRAZZAVILLE (AFP) — 
Congo’s civil-war victor 
Denis Sassou Nguesso wiU 
crack down on the opposi- 
tion and ban a numb^ of 
political parties, sources 
close to the leadership said 
Sunday following the 
strongman’s swearing-in as 
presidenL 

The huge number of polit- 
ical parties will be Umted 
and state institutions will be 
subjected to strong presi- 
dential government, the 
sources smd, adding that 
elections could be organ- 
ised within two years. 

Mr. Sassou Nguesso 
pledged to “respect and 
defend” the republican ideal 
when he was sworn in as 
president Saturday by the 
supreme court, which he 
hiinself established under 
his nominally Marxist 
regime when l^t in power 
ftom 1979 to 1992. 

The court was closed 
down by his predecessor 
Pascal Lissouba, whose 
forces he defeated to take 
power in a four-month civil 
war which destroyed the 
(^ital and cost 10,000 
lives. 

Mr. Sassou Nguesso did 
not say when he intended to 
hold elections during the 
swearing-in ceremony m 
Brazzaville Saturday. ' 

I ns tea d , tiie stroagman 
announced that a “national 
fonun for unity and democ- 
racy” would be set up with- 
out delay which would 
establish the length of a 
political transition period, 
set the date of national elec- 
tions and seek to promote 
national reconciliation in 
the war-tom country. 

He did not specify the 
composition of the forum, 
nor of die government of 
“national unity and public 
salvation” which he 
promised would be set up in 
the coming days. 










Former Marxist military ruler Denis Sassou Nguesso, 54, is sworn as the new pre^- 
dent of the Republic of Congo (Reuter photo) 


Multi-party democracy 
was restored to the Central 
African country only in 
1992 after 22 years of 
Marxism-Le ninism^ follow- 
ing a national conference 
held from February to June 
1991. A total of 85 parties 
were created after the con- 
ference, representing 
Congo’s 75-odd ethnic 
grou^. 

Alliances and reoiganisa- 
tioD qwckly gave the parties 
a re^onal character, mth 
the country (fivided into 
three — the nortii, dominat- 
ed by Mr. Sassou Nguesso, 
the centre, fiefdom of 
Bernard Kolelas, and the 
southernmost regions, the 
main stronghold of the van- 
quished Lissouba. 

Mr. Sassou Nguesso 
cbaiged that Ml Lissouba’s 
rule led to the splintering of 
Ae country along e thnic 
lines, and was re^onsible 
for two civil wars. In 1993- 


94, clashes between Mr. 
Lissouto’s army and Mr. 
, Kolelas’ supporters cost 
3,000 lives, Mr. Sassou 
Nguesso said 

.The. new president has 
rep^^ly stated that his 
“priority is to consolidate 
peace and national recoocil- 
iation.” Cutting down on 
the number of parties is 
likely to be a means to that 
end 

Only those parties which 
are already represented 
nationally be allowed 
to go forward in the elec- 
tions, sources close to the 
leadership suggssted 

Backed by his war-hard- 
ened Cobra militia, the 
newly installed president 
will be able to carry out his 
threat where he has previ- 
ously been thwarted An 
earlier attest to limit party 
representation, when he was 
last president, was rejected 
by the nation^ conference. 


On restructuring the crip- 
pled economy, Sassou 
Nguesso smd he would con- 
tinue dialogue with the 
Interoational Monetary 

Fund and the World Bank. 

He also promised to “reg- 
ularise the salaries” of cii^ 
servants, whose income 
plummeted 27 per cent in 
1995. 

He pledged transparency 
in car^g out the privati- 
sation of state company, 
following union complaints 
that they were bdng kept in 
the dark. 

The electricity, water dis- 
tribution and posts and 
telecommunications com- 
panies are among tiie major 
state companies destined 
for a sell-off. 

Some of the commitments 
are already contained in a 
programme of economic 
reform begun by Mr. 
Lissouba in conjunction 
with the IMF. 


Indian bureaucrat 
sparks off protocol 
row with U.S. 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — A 
protocol row die United 
States surfaced here follow- 
ing za. Indian bureaucrat's 
refijsal to attend a meeting of 
defence experts in 
Washiz^too, a newspaper said 
Sund^. 

Ixxfian Defsoce Secretary 
Ajitii Kumar has rgected a 
proposal to atood ^ tfzznl 
rou^ of hKk>-U.S. Defence 
Policy Group next 

month saying U.S. Assistant 
Secretary Fr^ Kraaa was 
not his “equzvalent protocol- 
wise.” 

The Thnes of India said the 
Foreign Affairs Ministiy was 
iqjsetovexhfr. Kumar's stand. 

“Kumar has acted churlisb- 
ly,” the daily quoted a feseige 
affairs ^xikesaian as saying. 

Somces in the Foreign 
Ministry said decisigi of & 
defence secretary, highest 
ranking buieaucrat ZD the 
Defence Mimstry, was ‘111- 
dmed” because both nations 
were trying to snprove ida- 
titms. 

“Bodi countries have 
embaiked on a path of strate- 
gic dialogue,” the daily quo^ 
a source in the Foreign 
MQnistzy as saying. 

Tbe United States is keen to 
improve relations with India 
after becoming estranged 
from New Delhi (hiring the 


(x^ wan It has naditkxially 
been seen in India as being 
closer to Pakistan, wife whom 
India has fought ihiee wars 
szDce tbdr iodcqieodeDoe in 
1947. 

The United States is also 
imffl to India’s as 

a consumer mazl^ with a 
large segment of its 952 mD- 
lioD pec^ considered an 
emergiDg middle class. 

‘'The questiOQ is not of pro- 
locoL If Mi: Kumar is so 
upset, he can send another per- 
son frran the ministiy who be 
thrnirs is an equivalent to 
Kramer for die taUcs. 

“He should realise that in tbe 
present context, tbe substance 
of tbe talks at tbe Defence 
Polkty Groiqi is more inqxx’- 
tant than who attends.” the 
source said. 

The Foreign Affeirs 
qxtosman said tbe dedsioD 
cf die United States not to 
suppty F-16 fierier fdaoes tt> 
Paiostan and its disq^xoval 
Islamabad’s policy towards 
the fimdaromtalist Taldian 
miiiria in Afghanistan were 
positive signals to hidia. 

Tf you consder these ded- 
sioDS ~. then the wisdom of the 
defence secretary to embar- 
lass the QiotoD adiiiiiusiralioD 
needs to be seriousty (gies- 
tioned.” he said. 


TOKYO (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Ryuti^ 

Hashimoto said Sunday he 
would try harder to win 
Asia’s understanding of 
new Japan-U.S. defence 
guidelines designed to 
expmd Japanese military 
ties in the region. 

“We want to make more 
effort to gain neighbor 
countries’ understanding,” 
Mr. Hashimoto said at a 
naval review at Sagami 
Bay, 80 kilometres south- 
west of Tokyo. 

A total of 46 military 
ships and 48 planes took 
part in the review, demon- 
strating missile launches in 
front of some 9,000 govern- 
ment officials and visitors. 

Japan the United 
Slates unveiled new 
defence guideline in 
September allowing Tokyo 
to offer increased logistical 
suppon to U.S. troops in 
emergencies “in areas sur- 
xoun^g Japan.” 

Some Asian countries, 
mindful of World War n, 
have shown concern. 
f!h^na in particular has 
strongly criticised the 
accord, saying it reserves 



the right to use force inhere 
is interference by foe%B 
forces over Taiwan. 

In his address^ 
Hashimoto renewed, 
pledge to submit 
on defence coopenttkp^ 
will take necKsaiy 
suies to legally 
filment of activities 
the guidelines." ‘ 

Some opposition 
argue that the 
could violate the meen s 
pacifist constituticKL 

They specify new 
for Japan-U.S. cooperafim, 
including access to moie 
ports and airfields, xec^ 
naissance and inteOigehoe- 
gathering missions and 
minesweeping operations to 
keep international sea lanu 
open. 

The guidelines call for 
p lannin g mechanisms to be 
established and comm(»i 
standards and procedures to 
be adopted so that the two 
nations* response to crises 
is as smooth as possible. 

The agt^ment opens tbe 
way for joint miUiaiy plan- 
ning and “mutual cotpera- 
don planning” for cimtm- 
gencies. 



Dissident demands release 
of political prisoners as 
Jiang heads for U.S. 


to 






BEUING (AFP) — 
Prominent dissi- 

dent Bao Ge issued an open 
letter calling fof the release 
of 12 politi^ prisoners 
Sunday, just hours before 
President Jiang Zemin 
departed for a sensitive 
U.S. visit. “According tt> 
the Gbinese coasdeution, 
citizens are entitled to free- 
.dom of spe^h, publication, 
asseiubly, ' ozganisatiorC 
demonstration and protest,” 
Mr. Bao said in the letter 
addressed to tbe Justice 
Ministry. “We believe no 
citizen who peacefully 
bolds different political 
opinions should be 
detained or persecuted.” 
The Shanghai-based dis- 
sident signed tbe letter as a 
preparatory committee 
member of tbe underground 
group Voice of Human 
^gbts. He called for 
parole, medical parole or 
release from labour-camp 
detention for Beijing-based 
dissenters Wei Jingsheng 
and Wang Dan — tbe coun- 
try’s two most famous 
voices of opposition — as 
well as Uu Xiaobo, Liu 
Nianebun, Zhou Ouoqiang 
and Li Hai, 

The list also included 
Shanghai dissidents Yao 
Zben^an. Yao Sienxiang, 
Gao Xiaoliang, Han Ufa, 
Hu Kesi and Tan 
Despite its obviously 
strat^c tinung, the letter 
made no direct mention of 
Mr. Jiang’s eight-day visit, 
which is set to provoke a 
rash of human rights 
protests in tiie United 
States. 

Wednes^, Veteran dis- 
sident Yongmin also 
took the opportunity of the 
upcoming visit to seek the 
release of political prison- 
ers. Id a similar open letter. 


he urged U.S. PresidentBili 
Clinton to pressure Mr. 
Jiang for the release of Mr. 
Zhou, Mr. Li and Liu 
Nianchun. One of China’s 
few active dissidents, Mr. 
Bao. 33, was released in 
June a^r three years in a 
Id>our camp and has b^n 
under severe official pres- 
sure to leave the coun^ in 
recent months. 

He was arrested in 1994 
after attempting a sit-in 
protest for the release of 
fellow dissident Zhang 
JUanliang. Evlier that year, 
be made a failed attempt to 
register his Voice of Human 
Rights organisation with 
autiiorities. 

Beijing has in the past 
released or paroled famous 
dissidents ^ead of high- 
level U.S. meetings in a bid 
to improve the atmosphere 
for talks. 

No such move emerged 
this week, but Mr. Jiang 
announced Saturday that 
China would accede tt> tbe 
Intemationai Covenant on 
Economic, Social and 
Cultural Rights. 

The move was immedi- 
ately hailed by tbe New 
York-based group Human 
Rights in C hina. ‘*By this 
act, Beijing is explicitly 
accepting the legitimacy of 
international nrooitoring of 
human rights conditions in 
China,” said Xiao ^ang, 
tbe group's executive direc- 
tor. 

“Human Rights in China 
hopes it will be followed 
with speedy action to 
implement the rights in the 
treaty. As a first stq>, we 
call on the Chinese govern- 
ment to demonstrate its 
commitment to the treaty” 
by releasing imprison^ 
human tights activists, Mr. 
Xiao said. 
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Latvia turns down Russian security offer for Baltics 


V 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Latvia’s President Guntis Ulmanis 
firmly turned down an offer from Russia to act as guaran- 
tor of the three Baltic ex-Soviet republics' security, 
Interfax uews agency rq>orted Sunday. 

“Security guarantees are npt the sott of thing that one 
side chooses for another,” Mr. Ulmanis was quoted as say- 
ing Saturday in response to Ptesident Bons Yeltsin’s offer. 

Mr. Yeltsin presented a formal document Friday to 
T .ithiiaman President Algirdas Brazauskas’ tiiat said 
“Russia is ready to contribute in lesol^g the security 
problems of Lithuania and tbe other Baltic states.” 

It was seen as a charm offensive aimed at persuading the 
small Baltic states to give up their avow^^ intention to 
join NATO and move firmly out of the Russian sphere of 


influence. 

\fr. Brazauskas gave a cautious welcome to the offer, 
telling Interfax Sunday that it was a “strong move,” but 
needed fiirther analysis. 

He indicated Lithuania was unlikely to withdraw 
application to NATO, saying: “Back in Vilnius we shall 
seriously discuss this (Russian) documenL However, our 
foreign policy priorities will remain unchanged.” 

The 5(^year Soviet occupation of the Baltics has left bit- 
ter feeling betwe^ many Balts and the Russians, 
^though Lithuania is maintaining increasingly close rela- 


tions. 


Moscow also accuses Estonia and Latvia of mistreating 
their ethnic Russian residents. 


Newspaper says van Gogh ‘Sunflowers’ may be fake 


I' ?• 


LONDON (R) — Vincent van 
Gogh’s “Sunflowers”, one of 
the woild’s most valuable 
pmndngs. may be a fake, the 
British Sunday Times news- 
paper reported, citing investi- 
gations by art expert 


Geraldine Norman. 

It was the second time in 
four months that an art expert 
1^ cast doubt on tbe aufoen- 
ticity of the painting. In July, 
the London-based art newspa- 
per said at least 45 works 


attributed to the Dutch artist, 
them the 
lowers’*, could be fakes. 

The painting was sold by 
tiie Chester Beatty family in 
1987 to Japan's Yasuda rue 
and Marine Insurance 


Company for $40.3 million. 

The Japanese ownera said in 
July that there was no possi- 
bility the famed painting was 
a fake. Spokesman Y oshimi 
Takada told Reuters then: 
'‘We are absolutely convinced 


that the picture is an origi- 
nal.” ^ ^ 

According to me Sunday 
Times. British expert 
Geraldine Norman concluded 
that a Sunflower study attrib- 
uted to the famous Dutch 


artist was “almost certainly” 
the work of Oaude-Emfle 
Schuffenecker, an embittered 
Parisian art teacher who 
owned it when it surfaced at a 
Paris exhibition in 1901. 

The auctioneers Christie’s, 


asked to comment on tbe 
gations of a possible _ ftkC’ 
said in a statement that it 
DO reason “to alter ouf 
nal opinion that* 
‘SunflowCTs* is an antheuh® 
work by van Ciogh.’* ' 
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So^ Afocan President Nelson Mandela Icentre) is helped from a luxury Pnlbnan 
tram by lus companion Graca Machel (right) and the Indian Prime Minister Komar 
Gu^ (left) upon their arrival in St Andrews. Leaders of the Commonwealth 
Nahons were on a retreat at the historic Scottish toWn (Reuter photo) 


No ransom paid, Frenchman’s 
captors to be caught, Chechens 


GROZNY, Russia (AFP) 
— No ransom was paid 
for a French aid worker 
who was held hostage for 
four months in the b^reak- 
away republic of 
Checbeoya and his captors 
will be caught imminent- 
ly. the Chechen national 
security service said Sun- 
day. 

Spokesman Ramzan 
Vaganov said his service 
and the Organisation for 
Security and Cooperation 
in Europe had “worked 
togedier for the libera- 
tion'’ of Christopfae Andrd. 
an employee of Medicins 
sans rronti^s (Doctors 
without Borders-MSF). 

“There was no ransom 


paid. Thanks to informa- 
tion we possess, the 
hostage-takers will be 
arrested in the coming 
days. The ringleader will 
be tried under (Islamic) 
Sharia law. He faces exe- 
cution and his colleagues 
15 years in prison,” Mr. 
Vaganov said. 

Mr. Andn!, who was first 
seized July 1. left 
Checbenya for Moscow 
Friday. 

He said he had escaped 
his captors in the eastern 
Chechen town of Guder- 
raes Monday, although 
Chechen anti-terrorist 
authorities indicated that 
they initially suspected a 
ransom had been paid to 


secure his release. 

Two Hungarian aid 
workers employed by the 
Geneva-based Action by 
Churches Together were 
kidni^ped in Grozny last 
week. 

Two Britons, other four 
French nationals, a Ger- 
man. a Yugoslav and two 
Russian O^odox Church 
aid workers are also 
reported missing in appar- 
ent kidnappings in or near 
Checbenya. 

Checbenya declared uni- 
lateral independence from 
Russia in 1991 and drove 
out Russian troops in a 21- 
month wm- between 1994 
and 1996, but is not recog- 
nised by Moscow. 


'Lidia can make 50 


nuclear bombs by 2000' 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India can produce sufficient 
weapons-grade plutonium 
by the turn of the century to 
make 50 nuclear weapons, 
the United News of India 
rqxuted Sunday. 

(Noting a study, the news 
agency said Indian nuclear 
power plants were capable 
of producing about 450 
kilogrammes of enriched 
plutonium within three 
years to arm 50 nuclear 
bombs. 

The country’s military 
think -rank, the Institute of 
Defence Studies and Analy- 
sis (IDSA), in its latest 
annual report said 
weapons-grade plutonium 
can be product at six 
domestic nuclear reactors. 

IDSA said* ‘tJiven that 
die Indian scientific com- 
munity has demonstrated 


competence in disciplines 
relevant to the manufactur- 
ing of nuclear weapons, it is 
possible the weapons’ art 
has advanced since the 
1974 explosion.” 

India, which exploded a 
nuclear device 23 years 
ago. refuses to sign the 
Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty, and more recently 
rejected the Comprehensive 
Test Ban Treaty as discrim- 
inatory. 

The smdy, conducted by a 
top IDSA expert, however, 
conceded that Inda did not 
have the capability to make 
nuclear arms more power- 
ful than those produced by 
the Soviet Union or the 
United States some 40 
years ago. 

India has priced hi^- 
grade plutonium at its 
Bfaabha Atomic Research 


Centre (BARC) near Bom- 
bay. it said, adi^g that plu- 
tonium extract^ from 
spent fuel at the state-run 
facility was used in the 
1974 nuclear explosiocL 

“Both the BARC reactors 
are still operating,” it 
warned, adding that there 
was, however, no indication 
that they have been operat- 
ed at higher speed in order 
to produce toj^grade pluto- 
nium. 

The West, including the 
U.S., have said both Pak- 
istan and India are a screw- 
driver's turn away from 
making nuclear weapons. 

India has developed an 
array of long- and medium- 
range guided missiles amid 
protests in the region that 
the rockets could be tipped 
with nuclear warheads and 
used in Asia. 


Paparazzi voyeurism on display in Vienna 


VIENNA (R) — The death of 
Blitz’s Rincess Diana has 
given the work of a group of 
young Austrian artists a sud- 
den and almost uncanny lel^ 
vance. 

Id an exhibition called 
'Taparaza”, the artists reveal 
the psychological dynamics 
diat come into play when the 
pfacKogrq^c Doi^iies of 
celetxity hunters hit the press, 
catoing to readers’ craving for 
authentic voyeurism. 

Papaiazi photogn^hers on 
mottxcycles raced after a Mer- 
cedes-Benz limousine canyii^ 
Diana as it sped towards a tun- 
nel in on Aug. 31. 

moments later, the car crashed, 

killing the princess, her coro- 
paniai Dodi Fayed and driver 
Hemiftiu]. 

The aitisis, known by their 
coDecdve name of GJLA.M., 
wcdoed on the 'T^iarazzi” 
project for a year before its 
op ening dus month in ^^eIl□a 
coincided widi media discus- 
sions in the aftermath of the 
high-speed car crash in Paris. 

“We were shocked when our 
work was ovemken by reali- 
ty,” Martin Bebr, speating for 
the artists' collective, told 
Reuters. 

The four members of 
“GRA-M.” spent half a year 
in Los Angeles jdiotographing 
neighbours and passers-by. 


Ihese snapshots of everyday 
life were visually attuned to 
resemble paparazzi photogra- 
phy. 

Blurred, coarse-grained and 
lacking conqx)sidoa. the pic- 
tures have tte power to turn 
neighbourhood rituals into 
incriminating material. 

enable an uneddied view 
of the bon^ zones of life, 
such as sexuality. Our images 
intensify cliche so that the 
observer immediaiely associ- 
ates mysterious goings-on with 
the pictuies,'’Behr said 

GJLA.M. invites the viatCK- 
to personally tty out the role of 
a paparazzo. 

Binoculars enable a tdoser 
look at photographic scenes 
hung at a distance. Yet the 
imaoes remain slighdy out of 
focus, revealing a j«ns-clad 
body thrown over the front seat 

of a car, a moment of intimacy 
between two women, or a 
stolen kiss. 

In another sequence, nve 
bluned shots snapped fiom a 
hidden vantage point trigger a 
suggestive chain of associa- 
tions. 

A young woman in a scanty 
summer dress leans over the 

bonnet of a parked err expos- 
ing her ih)^. Stepping tok. 
she to wait for a signal 

fiom inside. Ihe driver’s seat 
is shadowed in contrast to the 


bri^t sunlight of tbe street 

Thking a closer look rtf tbe 
phoio senes above, tbe visiior 
notes that tiie car may in fact 
be en^. But a few ample 
gjgnak have sufficed to set off 
an emotionally charged film in 
the miod — and to “expose” 
rlw» wiman. 

Given that in reality she was 
tbe (4^ cf an artist's and not 
a pi^eraz^’s lens, the poten- 
ti^ prostitute was probably 
just a woman cbecldng the 
window of her own automo- 
bile. 

“Our intention is to make the 
obs^er a vt^eur ” explained 
BehL 

He said GJIAM. had con- 
sidered postpoomg die exhibi- 
tion afiff news of Diana's 
death, but decided to go ahead 
don't considtt 
pgiaraTgi bad as such.” French 
investigatocs say it qjpeais that 
excessive speed and alot^l 
wm to Name for the Crash of 

Itwin rather than pUfSU- 

ingpt^KtrazzL 

In the words of GJLAA1., 
modem people are “lealily- 
junkies” addicted to incfeasng 
doses cd authentic voyeurism 
in an a^ Mieie images can be 
rerhnit^ly ihked witi) ease. 

Paparazzi are simply playeis 

in a pme that ini»Aa ejq)eiis 
describe as “die end of priva- 
cy”, accon&g TO B^- 


Commonwealth leaders ‘retreat,’ 
but its business as usual 


EDINBURGH (AFP) — 
Commonwealth leaders 
took (he day off Sunday to 
go on “retreat” so they can 
do some of their main busi- 
ness out of the public gaze. 

Heads of government 
already have an economic 
declaration approved and 
have agreed a package of 
me^ures against Nigeria, 
maintaining its suspension 
and thre^ning tougher 
sanctions after October 
next year if the military 
regime does not return tbe 
county to civilian rule as 
promised. 

But leaders still have time 
during the retreat at Sl 
A ndrew’s on the coast 
north of here, to toughen up 
the measures, as h uman 
rights groups have been 
urging. 

Their final report still has 
to be published 

So far they have resisted 
expelling Nigeria, prefer- 
ring instead to keep tl^ as a 


threat, along with a battery 
of tougher sanctions such 
as an oil embargo, if the 
regime fails to keep its 
word. 

Ken Wiwa, son of dissi- 
dent Ken Sato Wiwa, 
whose execution two years 
ago led to Nigeria's suspen- 
sion, said such a weak 
stance meant “the Com- 
monwealth has failed its 
own principles ... and the 
people of Nigeria.” 

Sunday he called for 
tougher action and Com- 
monwealth support for 
Nigerian refugees and tbe 
Ogoni people. 

For the Commonwealth 
leaders the day will be a 
mix of woric with leisure. 
Tbe more energetic partici- 
pants such as Singapore 
President Goh Chok Tong 
will be playing golf at Sl 
A ndrew's on one of the 
courses at the Royal and 
Ancient Club, the home of 
golf. 


Tennis is the game of 
British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair and he bad 
offered to take on anyone 
he could beat But aides 
hinted that he was having 
second thoughts ateut dis- 
playing his skills on tbe 
court to the worid’s TV 
cameras. He is basking in 
tbe success of w inning 
cross-Coznmoawealth 
bacJdng for Saturday’s eco- 
nomic declaration which 
British officials believe 
would not have been possi- 
ble even as recently as a 
few years ago. 

Mr. Blair said before the 
Commonwealth meeting 
began that he hoped to turn 
it into a global economic 
powerhouse. The Edin- 
burgh Commonwealth Eco- 
nomic Declaration, pub- 
lished late Saturday, com- 
mitted tbe 54 member 
nations to liberalise mar- 
kets. It underscored that 
(^nness, equality, good 


government and partner- 
ships between governments 
and tbe private sector were 
fundamental to success. 

But it highlighted contin- 
uing concern about the per- 
sistence of extreme pover^ 
in many countries and the 
lack of means to reduce iL 
The declaration also set an 
ambitious target of halving 
die proportion of people 
living in extreme poveny 
by 2015 as well as seeking 
ways to solve the debt prob- 
lems of many countries. 

Mr. Blair ^$o got agree- 
ment that all countries 
should play a role in reduc- 
ing greenhouse gases, 
though Commonwealth 
leaders accepted specific 
taigets for C02 emission 
curbs were unrealistic 
given the wide-ranging lev- 
els of development across 
tbe organisation. 

Meanwhile the Lockeibie 
Pan Am bombing issue 
continued to hang over the 


summit. Saturday South 
African President Nelson 
Mandela insisted that jus- 
tice could not be seen to be 
done if the Libyan suspects 
to the 1988 bombing of a 
Pan American jet over 
Lockerbie in Scotland were 
tried in Scotland. He 
endorsed growing demands 
for an international trial for 
the suspects. 

Foreign Secretary Robin 
Cook was to discuss this 
with Jim Swire Sunday, 
who represents relatives of 
the victims of the blast. Mr. 
Swire said he was more 
t optimistic than ever of 
' progress over the affair. 

But Mr. Cook told BBC 
• Television Sunday that 
Britain’s position was 
unchanged and that the trial 
should take place in Scot- 
land and not before an 
inteinational court. 

He rejected any sugges- 
tion that a Scottish court ' 
would not be impartial. 


India, 


French start to grumble about Jospin 's reforms 


Pakistan 
to resume 
talks soon 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India and Pakistan have 
promised to lesume as soon 
as possible their talks aimed 
at resolving disputes over 
Kashmir ottier issues, 
reports said Sunday. 

Foreign secretaries of the 
arch-rivals met in Edinburgh 
on the sidelines of the Com- 
monwealth summit and 
agreed to start a new official 
dialogue as soon as possible 
after the last talks in Sqxem- 
ber ended in deadlock. 

Newspap^ here said 
Indian Foreign Secretary K. 
Ra^hunadi and his Pakistaiii 
counterpart ShamshadAhm- 
mad “agreed to address all 
issues” including Kashmir. 

Of the three wars between 
India and Pakistan since 
independence in 1947, two 
have been over Kashmin 
New Delhi says the 
Himala yan territory is an 
integral part of India while 
Islamabad wants a UN.-bro- 
kered referendum to decide 
the future of die Muslim- 
majority stare. 

Pakistan had urged India 
to agree to substantive dis- 
cussioos on the 50-year-old 
Kashmir dispute to put the 
dialogue back on track. 

The foreign secretaries' 
meeting followed an earlier 
75-minute breakfast session 
between Indian Prime Min- 
ister Inder Kumar Gujral and 
Pakistani Premia Na'waz 
Sharif, at which the Kashmir 
issue was discussed. 

TTie Hindustan *nznes said 
they discussed the artillery 
duels in August and Septem- 
ber along the Kashmir bor- 
der resulting in dozens of 
civilian casualties on both 
sides. ‘They eiqfa^sed satis- 
faction that die situatimi has 
and said attempts 
should continue to oisuie 
that tbe situation remained 
so,” the daily said. 

Tbe Sqnember foreign 
secretary-level talks in New 
Delhi w^ tbe third round of 
talks between die two nei^- 
bours, which restarted in 
March foOowmg a three- 
year freeze. 

During talks in Fslamaharf 
in June die two sides set an 
ei^t-point a^nda, includ- 
ing peace and securiiy, 
Kashmir and confidencQ- 
building measures. It was 
also agreed to set iqi jtwt 
workmg groups to discuss 
the identi&d topics. 

‘The two sides have 
agreed to address all issues 
listed in die (June) jt^t 
statement,” said the limes of 
India, quoting a press state- 
mem. 'They actively agreed 
to continue discussions in 
this regard through diplo- 
matic channels.” 

The statement said the dia- 
logue between the fcHuign 
secretaries was held in a 
“positive and ctxisiiiictive | 
manner .” I 


PARIS — Voter discon- 
tent with French Prime 
Minister Lionel Jospin is 
rising and the Soci^t is 
almost neck-and-neck with 
conservative President 
Jacques Chirac, a poll 
showed Sunday. 

Mr. Jospin is still more 
popular than Mr. (Chirac, 
with 49 per cent support 
compar^ to 45 per cent for 
the president who called the 
snap paillamentaiy election 
in June that the left unex- 
pectedly won. said the IFOP 
poll for the Journal du 
Diinanche newspaper. 

But the level of discontent 
with Mr. Jospin has risen 
sharply, from 3 1 per cent in 
September to 40 per cent in 
October. Mr. Ctuuac fared 
slightly better, with voter 
diss^faction rising from 
36 to 41 per cent 

IFOP pollster Jean-Luc 
Parodi called the surge 
among Jospin’s critics 
‘'spectacular” and blamed it 
on'his decision to impose a 
35-hour working week by 
the year 2000. 


“It looks like the 
announcement of the 35- 
hour week awakened 
among some voters the old 
vision of a utopian, ideolog- 
ical and sectarian Soci^- 
ism,” he wrote. 

*To them, it looks inap- 
propriate and unrealistic.” 

Voters were also angry at 
tbe Socialist-led govern- 
ment's decision to cut back 
some child benefit pay- 
ments and tax breaks for 
domestic help, he wrote. 

Popularity levels for the 
Idft-rigfat “cohabitation” 
leadership hardly changed 
from September, with Mr. 
Chirac gaining one point 
and Mr. Jospin losing one. 

Mr. Jospin, profiting from 
Mr. Chirac’s biggest blun- 
der in a long political career, 
has led the j^Us since tak- 
ing over from his deeply 
disliked predecessor Alain 
Juppe. 

But his support has 
slippy from the 58 per cent 
high in June since be started 
to implement the new poli- 
cies of his Socialist-Com- 


munist-Green coalition. 

Mr. Chirac, badly weak- 
ened after bis election ploy 
cost the conservatives their 
overwhelming majority in 
the National Assembly, has 
slowly come back in the 
polls by keeping avoiding 
polemics with the new gov- 
eramenL 

After plummeting to 38 
per cent support in June, he 
has slowly recovered to hit 
some of the highest scores 
he has enjoyed since 
becoming president in 
1995. 

In a separate sofres survey 
for tbe daily Le Figaro, 84 
per cent of those surveyed 
said they thought Firance 
was in a political crisis 
because the parties were not 
able to solve die most press- 
ing problems facing the 
counoy. 

Seventy per cent said it 
made no difference if the 
right CH* left were in power 
and 65 per cent said democ- 
rac>' was not woridng 
because the people were 
excluded from the decision- 


making process, said the 
survey Friday. 

Sixty-diree per cent said 
tbe political crisis would 
bring most benefit to the 
far-right national front, 
which regulariy rails against 
tbe main politi^ parties for 
failing to solve problems 
like unemployment, illegal 
immigration and rising 
youth crime. 

But voters are not ready to 
go as far as to blame all 
politicians or caU for parties 
to be abolished. Sixty-one 
percent rejected a sugges- 
tion that parties should be 
abolished and 66 per cent 
said politicians were not to 
blame for aU the countiy's 
problems. 

. “They cettaiiily blame 
politicians for paying too 
much attention to partisan 
or individual rivalries," Le 
Figaro wrote. “But it is 
mostly the incapacity to 
resolve the country’s prob- 
lems that seems the deter- 
mining factor in the grow- 
ing doubts that have gripped 
voters.’' 


NASA looking again at satellites to power Earth 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The U.S. space agency 
NASA is taking a second 
look at the possibility cd 
launching massive satellites 
into orbit where they would 
capture solar power to meet 
the world's growing energy 
needs. 

The idea of energy-pro- 
ducing satellites first sur- 
faced in tbe 1970s at die 
height of die Middle East 
oil crisis. 

Now, amid international 
concern about the accumu- 
lation of greenhouse gases 
such as c^OD dioxide, the 
National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 
(NASA) believes it is time 
to reconsider the possibility 
of generating electricity in 
space. 

Electric power plants, 
heavy consumers of fossil 


fuels, spew large amounts 
of carbon dioxide into die 
atmosphere, a problem that 
is about to get worse, not 
better, according to NASA. 

Citing U.S. Energy 
Department figures, John 
Mankins of NASA has told 
Congress diat the global 
demand for electricity 
would double in the next 25 
years as worid population 
expands by a quarter. 

NASA has two satellite 
projects on the drawing 
bo^ that could be opera- 
tional in two decades. 

The first, the “Sun'Towet”, 
would be a constellation of 
satellites orbiting some 
12,(X)0 kilometres above the 
Equator. Each would have a 
long rod with discs attached 
on each side and would gen- 
erate between 200 and 400 
megawatts of power. 


Dubbed ‘'SolarDisk”, the 
second project would use 
satellites that would orbit 
much higher above Earth. 
Similar in shape but more 
expensive than the SunTow- 
ei*. each satellite could gen- 
erate five gigawatts. 

The satellites would beam 
die eneigy back to Earth. 
Scientists in Canada, Ger- 
many and France are study- 
ing wireless eneigy deliveiy 
techniques. 

The solar platforms would 
be composed of standard- 
ly modules capable of 
being produced in large 
quantities and assembled in 
space without involving 
astronauts. 

One of NASA's greatest 
challenges is keeping costs 
under control so that the 
resulting electricity is com- 
petitively priced. NASA 


estimates that the price 
should remain between one 
and 10 cents per kilowatt 
hour. 

Mr. Mankins said the pri- 
vate sector — from aero- 
space companies to power 
plant builders — must be 
involved in the satellite pro- 
ject from the start to ensure 
its profitability. 

Tbe project also would 
require international coc^ 
eration to establish stan- 
dards, create parmerships 
for research and application 
and ensure that the radio 
frequencies set aside to 
transmit eneigy do not dis- 
rupt telecommunications. 

Mr. Mankins noted that 
“no new power technology 
is risk free” and that “envi- 
ronmental and health issues 
must be considered careful- 
ly" 


Colorado hit by severe snowstorm 


t 



A motorist digs a car oat of a snow drift while other drivers aban- 
don their vehicles at the side of the road in Denver after a winter 
storm damped more than 30 cm ttf snow overnight (Renter photo) 


COLORADO SPRINGS, 
Colorado (AFP) — One of 
the worst snowsttxms in 
years has hit Colorado, dis- 
rupting air and toad ti^B& 
and closing down most of the 
eastern part of tbe Rocky 
Mountain state. 

Although no fatalities were 
repotted, the heavy snowfall 
napped dozens of people 
inside their v^iicles, whm 
they were pulled out by res- 
cue wmkers. 

“We're finding people 
unconscious in cars,*' ^ 
Ck)lorado Springs city Emer- 
gency Manager Donna Fam 

The storm dropped any- 
where from 48 centimetres 
of snow at tbe aitpon here to 
a wfa(^;^pmg 122 centimetres 
of snow in the town of 
Palmer Lake. 

Hundreds of travelleis 
were marooned at the 
international aiipcvt at the 
state capital Denver, which 
did not operate most of Sat- 
urday. 


The state of Colorado is 
located in tbe Rocky Moun- 
tain area, in the central- west- 
ern Uniy States. 

The storm began to hit the 
region Friday, swept in by 


strong Arctic winds as low as 
minus 32 d^rees Celsius. 

Conditions were so bad by 
Saturday that state Governor 
Roy Roiner declared a 
of emergency. State police 


banned all driving 
on selected high- 
altitude highways, 
niiere only rescue 
workers in four- 
wheel-drive vehi- 
cles were allowed. 

Scores of empty 
vehicles were 
abandoned along 
Interstate 25, a 
major north-south 
thoroughfare that 
crosses the state. 

John Matsko 
with the Colorado 
Springs Sbo^s 
Department said 
diat some 

motorists who 
were trapped on 
tbe road in the 
heavy snow were 
so desperate they 
broke into build- 
ings and stores to find food 
andsheliec 

Meteorologists expected 
the worst of (he storm to be 
over by Sunday. 
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Dispute can’t go far 

THERE ARE certain areas of public ser- 
vice which should ^tay above the fray, 
any fray, due to the^r indispensable role 
in oiling the engine of daily life. 
Government health departments are cer- 
tainly one, if not the most important, of 
these services. That is why the public sec- 
tor physicians and dentists and their 
employer, the government, should resort 
to other ways than confrontation and 
strikes to solve their problems. 

Public health officials have legitimate 
grievances and every right to air them. 
Observing only partial work stoppages 
and not refusing to offer emergency med- 
ical services has been the right thing to 
do. But it might not be wise for govern- 
ment doctors to go beyond working to 
rule when the minister of health, Dr. 
Ashraf Kurdi, is offering to negotiate 
with them in good faith once the slow- 
down or partial strike is halted. We 
believe that Dr. Kurdi’s offer should be 
taken up and accepted as the case indeed 
tamed out to be yesterday. In return we 
expect the minister to be fair in dealing 
with grievances. Public health officials 
have a duty to the people but the country 
also owes them a fair compensation for 
their professional role in saving lives and 
caring for the sick. 

The existing and still widening gap in 
incomes between private and public sec- 
tor physicians and dentists suggests that 
something is terribly wrong with the cur- 
rent system. The affected pmfesslonals 
seek the bona fide application of the 1996 
regulations on “hawafez*’ (incentives) as 
well as the modification of the existing 
rules and regulations on allowances, and 
on the civil service code, so that their real 
situation can be adj'usted at least to the 
pre-1988 levels. These demands strike us 
as justified. The fact that those on partial 
strike can resort to courts to adjudicate 
their dispute with the government the 
minute the projected negotiations fail, 
however, is an added reason why the 
ongoing stand-off should be immediately 
ended. The judiciary should be invited to 
act as the arbiter of the dispute between 
the two sides so that adequate remedies 
can be judicially ordered and justice to 
all sides secured on sound basis. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AJ Dustour’s Abdullah A1 Qaq addressed the two- 
week old health professionals' strike saying that an 
extended strike will seriously affect public health. 
Though staging strikes to back demands is a lawful act, 
an extended strike in this area will result adversely on 
the public and particularly the sick, said the writer. It 
would be most illogical for the government to turn a 
deaf ear to the demands of doctors, pharmacists and 
dentists who are responsible for the nation's public 
health, and who worit day and night to serve patients 
and look after the sick, AJ Qaq said. He urged the con- 
cerned authorities to open dialogue with the health pro- 
fessionals. understand their demands, respond to their 
needs and reach a compromise solution for the sake of 
the infirm and to ensure continued medical service to 
the public. Jordan's doaors have been a source of pride 
to their country for their achievements in many spe- 
cialisations, and it would be most disgraceful for the 
state and the country as a whole if their services were 
not appreciated and if they were denied allowances 
they deserve, A1 Qaq said. 

A1 Amb AJ Yflwm’s Marwan H azin p focused on 
the role Russia could play in the peace process noting 
that Foreign Minister Yevgeny Primakov is currently 
touring the region to help stimulate the peace process. 
The writer said Primakov’s visit follows on the heels of 
the U.S. envoy's trip which he said ended in failure 
largely due to Israel's intransigent position. Hazinc said 
Primakov's visit is extremely important because he, 
unlike Middle East envoy Dennis Ross, is expected to 
pressure Israel. He said Rbss was more or less playing 
the role of a “post man,” not forcing Israel to abide by 
the rules of peace. Hazine said Primakov's tour follows 
a visit to Moscow by Egypt’s President Hosni Mubarak 
who sought to revive Russia's role as a co-sponsor of 
peace and to bring her back into the peace arena and 
stem the U.S.* total hegemony over the issue. 
Prim^ov’s tour in the region is definitely important at 
this juncture but what is more important, said the 
writer, is a Russian follow up to the trip represented in 
practical steps and initiatives that ensure fruitful and 
positive results. 


Economic Review 



By Dr. Yusuf Mansur 


Politics have no place at Doha 


AS THE Fourth Middle East and 
North Africa (MENA) economic 
conference approaches, this time at 
Doha, one cannot help but ponder 
some of the ruckus t^t goes with 
such conferences. Some of the 
issues raised regarding whether or 
□ot to attend this conference are 
economic, and others have nothing 
to do with the business activity, 
which by its very nature should be 
apolitical. The contention becomes 
doubly puzzling in the backdrop of a 
MENA region that has not been fair- 
ing well relative to other regioas in 
the world, in the last sevei^ years 
— especially in attracting foreign 
in\'estment. while it continues to 
suffer from major demographic and 
economic problems. Any attempt at 
reviving trade, whether at the 
region^ or the global levels, should 
be welcomed by all. Contrary' to any 
other kind of sentiment, an econom- 
ic conference should be the most 
welcome of all events. 

The picture for many of the coun- 
tries has been more than bleak. The 
nations of the Gulf, which tradition- 
ally enjoyed high re%*enues are fac- 
ing growing population pains: they 
n»d jobs for populations that have 
consistently outgrown the gross 
domestic product (GDP). 
Furthennore, Saudisation, 

Omanisation. Kuwaitisation and all 
other kinds of “-isation” have 
proven to be expensive and ineffi- 
cient job subsidy schemes: for each 
job, three jobs are required — 
trainee, trainer and worker. 
Moreover, oil revenues ate dwin> 
dling due to greater efficiency in the 
industrial world and the worldwide 


increase in sources of oil despite the 
continued presence of the natural 
resources in abundance in those 
countries and the high oil prices of 
last year. Therefore, the nations of 
the Gulf are badly in need of labour- 
intensive investment. 

Other nations such as Egypt. 
Jordan. Syria and Lebanon need to 
attract grater foreign direct invest- 
ment, particularly in services and 
manufacturing to shift l^our from 
agricultural employment to more 
value-added type industries. In 1970 
(he ratio of the labour force 
emplo>*ed in agriculture in Egypt 
Jordan and Syria were 32 per cent 
28 per cent and 30 per cent respec- 
tively. By 1990. the percentage of 
labour employed in a^culture of 
the total labour force were 43 per 
cent 21 per cent and 34 per cent 
Addition^ shifts ftom agriculture 
employment to manufacturing and 
services will help boost many of 
these economies, especially since 
water is an extremely scarce com- 
modity. 

Central governments continue to 
be the major source of spending in 
many of the regional economies, 
which is a good reason for attempt- 
ing to attract foreign investment In 
1993. the government revenues as a 
per cent of the GDP of Egypt Israel, 
Jordan. Syria and Lebanon were 42 
per cent 38 per cent 28 per cent 24 
per cent and 15 per cent respective 
iy. (The revenues of the central 
Chinese government heavily 
planned/socialist economy, for the 
same year were only 17 per cent of 
GDP). In the same yeat spending as 
a per cent of GDP by central gov- 


ernments outpaced revenues in each 
of these countries: Egypt spent 43 
per cent of GDP, Israel spent 45 per 
cent Jordan spent 32 per cent, Syria 
spent 27 per cent and Lebanon spent 
26 per i^nt. 

Some businesses speak of boy- 
cotting the MENA conference at 
Doha, which is a strange and almost 
heretical stance. Business is usually 
^^olltical. What does business care 
If a country is represented or not? 
Competition strengthens and 
absence from international and 
regional fora has never worked in 
fav(Mir of Arab causes. In a zero-sum 
game as MENA where the gains of 
one player are the losses of the 
other, those who present their coun- 
tries as modem open economies 
that are ready to receive investment 
will be the winners, and those who 
shy away from competition are indi- 
rectly causing harm to their 
economies and themselves. 
Furthermore, economic theory 
underscores that the most successful 
bacons are those conducted by 
large economies that control most of 
the trade, otherwise they faiL 

The MENA at Doha is a window 
of opportunity to the nations of the 
region, especially ones like Jordan 
which has been faithfully imple- 
menting economic reforms and 
removing market distortions. 
Luckily, this conference is not being 
oversold as in the case of past ones: 
it is simply being viewed os an 
opportunity to tell the world about 
Jordan's great achievements, which 
are plenty. 


Oslo four years on — the sceptics vindicated 


By Khalid Amayreh 

WHEN YASSER Arafat and 
Yitzhak Rabin signed the 
Oslo accords at the White 
House on September 14, 
1993. much of the world 
went into raptures over what 
was described os “a historic 
breakthrough.” Newspapers 
like the Washington Post 
and The New York Tunes 
were carried away by the 
false euphoria. The Post 
described the agreement as 
“a giant leap of faith for a 
sacred land," while The 
Tunes argued that it repre- 
sented “a triumph of hope 
over history." 

For his Yasser Arafat 
sought to sell the vague 
accords to a sceptical 
Palestinian public as the 
first step towards the estab- 
lishment of a Palestinian 
state with Jerusalem as its 
capitaL The Israelis, howev- 
er, were markedly non-com- 
mittaL often arguing that 
they understood Oslo to 
mean limited Palestinian 
autonomy whereby the ulti- 
mate sovereignty remains, 
more or less, in Israel's 
hands. 

Now. four years after that 
fiimous White House hand- 
shake. the Oslo accords 
seems to be in a moribund 
state, kept nominally alive 
only by artificial means. The 
Israeli occupation of the 
Palestinians* land and life is 
now harsher and more debil- 
itating ever. Palestinian 
towns and villages in the 
West Bank and Gaza are 
effectively reduced to large, 
crowded detention camps. A 
collective claustrophobia of 
the soul is gripping the 
Palestinians by the throat, as 
they are confined to their 
immediate places of resi- 
dence. 

In short the life of the aver- 
age Palestinian has become 
an enduring hell, so much so 
that many people, and their 
numb^ is steadily increas- 
ing, are now almost nostal- 
gic for the days of direct 
Israeli occup^on. The 
dreams of freedom have 
evaporated, the euphoria 
gone, and violence is reim- 
posing itself on the region as 
the ultimate arbiter. The 
Palestinians have not 
achieved justice, nor the 
Israelis security. 

Ironically. many 

Palestinians welcomed the 
Oslo accords initially 
because they thought they 
would eventually deliver 
them from the shackles of 
Israeli domination. 

However, with the passage 
of time, and seeing how 
agreements were being 
implemented on the ground 
a collective feeling of being 


cbeazed and deceived began 
to replace whate\’er enthusi- 
asm the Palestinians ever 
had for the agreemenL 
Israel's grip has simply been 
made tighter, the hope for 
freedom and liberation has 
collapsed, the dream has 
turned into a nightmare. 

‘The peace is lolling us’ 

Four years ago. opposition 
to the Oslo accord was 
largely confined to the intel- 
lectu^ seaor and the mote 
politicised segments of soci- 
ety. in ad^tion to the 
Islamist movement. 

Now, however, the “rejec- 
tionists” have been joined 
by many ordinary citizens 
who have come to feel 
betrayed and cheated by a 
“peace” process that has 
only served to constantly 
lower the ceiling of 
Palestinian aspirations and 
expectations. 

“Tliis peace is killing us,” 
complained an unemployed 
Hebron man who used to 
make a living selling sec- 
ondhand goods in the streets 
of East Jerusalem. ‘They’ve 
got everything they want, 
and we’ve got \draially 
nothing. Getting a work per- 
mit or a VIP card for a 
Palestinian [National] 
Authority (PNA) official has 
become our most ambitious 
goal,” he added in bitter 
frustration. 

Dr. Aziz Haydar, director of 
the A1 Quds University 
Regional SturUes Centre, 
believes that the current 
mood of depression steins 
mainly from the collapse of 
the high hopes which the 
PLO sought to Ixnld in 
Palestinian hearts and minds 
to sell the Oslo process. 
Haydar argues that not only 
have the dreants not come 
true, but the Palestimaas 
have actually been exposed 
to “a new and more sinister 
form of occupation.” 

“In the eyes of the worid, the 
Palestinians are now at least 
partially free, they have a 
president, a L^slative 
Council, an aimy and a state 
in the makino . 

However, tiiis is all pie in the 
sky since Israel continues to 
control the oxygen we 
breathe and (he water we 
drink. Even Yasser Arafat 
can't leave the Gaza Strip 
freely" says Abdul Jawwad 
Maraka, an outspoken critic 
of the Oslo accrmis. 

Maraka argues that through 
Oslo, Israel has been able to 
rid itself of the prospect of a 
bicommimal state, while at 
the same time maintaining 
its grip on the Palestinians 
more effectively and more 
efficiently than ever before. 

Land and water 


Indeed, the Isi^lis fboth 
Labour and Likud) have 
done everything they could 
to weaken (M^tinian ^th 
in Oslo. Settlement construc- 
tion on the Wc^ Bank has 
increased by 30 per cent 
since Sepreraber Iw3. widj 
tens of thousands of hectares 
of Arab land confiscated for 
settlement expansion. 
Moreover. 530 Arab homes 
have been destroyed for a 
variety of concoct^ reasons. 
Around 2,000 more homes 
are schedided fts' demoli- 
tion, mainly for the purpose 
of checking Ar^ demo- 
graphic growth in East 
Jerusalem. 

Furthermore, the Arab and 
Muslim identiQ^ of East 
Jerusalem has nearly been 
obliterated as Israel steps 
the sinister pdicy of ethnic 
cleansing against 

Palestiruans. This usually 
has two manifestations, 
withdrawal of residency 
rights firom East Jerusalem 
P^estinians and denial of 
building permits, fri the 
meantime, ti» occupation 
authorities continue to deny 
both Muslims and Christians 
access to the holy places in 
the city. 

In the West Bank itself. 
Israel thanks to Oslo, has 
e^tively retained most if 
not all of the assets while 
throwing off ail the liablUties 
to Yasser Arafat So. for 
example, when Palestinian 
towns are denied drinking 
water for prolonged periods, 
as is often the case (the 
Israelis control the flow), the 
blame is p innari on Arafat 
Indeed, on many occasions 
when Palestinians com- 
plained of lack of a water 
supply, Arafu would tmly 
dismiss them with remarks 
such as: “I have more impor- 
tant issues to deal witit go 
and see $aeb Ureikat (minis- 
ter of local government).” 
But Ureikat no answer, 
since the Oslo accords allow 
Israel absolute control oi 
water sources. 

But Palestinian indignation 
is over much more than just 
water. The West Bank, sup- 
posedly earmarked for a 
Palestinian state, has been 
replaced by a series of scat- 
ter Bantustans and an 
Israeli-dominated Jerusalem. 
Palestinian population cen- 
tres have be^me like isolat- 
ed islands in a sea of Israeli 
settlements. 

The PNA, which was initial- 
ly welcomed on the premise 
that it would accelerate 
Palestinian emancipation, 
has been a big disappoint- 
ment. a fiasco even K> some. 
Tte ^A has also turned out 
to be a manifestly corrupt 
autocracy run one man. 


Yasser .\rafat. who holds all 
the reins, controls all the 
money and takes all the deci- 
sions. 

Added to that is the fact that 
the PNA often acts at Israels 
beck and call, in effect doing 
the Israeli anny's dirty' work 
in the West Bank. When 
Arafat hesitates to heed 
Israel's dictates. Netanyahu 
accuses him of “dragging his 
feet in fighting terror” 
However, when Arafat does 
the dirty woric. e.g.. carrying 
out mass arrests among the 
opponents of the Israeli 
occupation, he succeeds 
only in creating the image of 
‘•collaborator” for himself, 
while getting virtually noth- 
ing from Israel Needless to 
say. continual Israeli bully- 
ing, coupled with Arafat's 
inherent powerlessness, has 
resulted in the chairman 
becoming a humbled suppli- 
cant for Palestinian ri^ts 
instead of the “equal part- 
ner” he had once thought 
Oslo would make him. 

Id faci the overall outlook 
seems so bleak for 
Palestinian rights that some 
I^estiniao intellectuals have 
come to consider the Oslo 
agreement an Israeli- 
American conspiracy aimed 
at liquidating or completing 
the liquid^on of the 
Palestinian issue. Professor 
Naseer Aruri, a 
Massachusetts-based Pales- 
tinian intellectual from 
Ramallab. contended recent- 
ly tiiat the Oslo accords left 
'Your million Palestinian 
refugees on the back burner. 
The would-be catalyst for 
Arab unity has become the 
worst example of segmenta- 
tion. Tbe oppressed have 
become tbe oppressor, the 

revolutionary collaborator 
and tile resistor quisling.” 
Today, in light of the current 
state of affairs in tbe West 
Bank, there are few who 
would disagree with Aruri's 
assertions. 

The recent violence in 
Jerusalem is a living testimo- 
ny to tbe failure of Oslo. 
Obviously, this means that 
Oslo has achieved neither 
justice for the Palestinians 
nor security fbr Israel. 
Worae, time is running out 
and may have already run 
oul for a peaceful settlement 
between Israelis and 
Palestinians. Oslo was a 
runt, as deformed as the lop- 
sided balance of power that 
brought it into existence. A 
bad start usually makes for a 
bad ending- In the current 
I^estinian context this 
seems to need no further 
proof. 

Middle East Imenxalional 
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Family is not an issue 


To the Editor: 

IN THE article “3rd District a Barometer of Political 
Atmosphere” (Jordan Tunes. Oct 25). an “informed 
source” was quoted as saying that “Ms. [Emily] Naffa'a 
has more chances of winning the [3rd District] Christian 
seat not only because of her 42-year experience as a 
politician and a women s rights activist but al ^ 
because her Communist Par^' Secretary' General Yacoub 
Zayaddin transferred his tribe’s votes fr’oiii his home- 
town. Karak, to the 3rd District.” 

Tins information is both baseless and misleading. 

As someone who ran and won a parliamentary seat 
representing Jerusalem as far back as 1963, I firmly 
believe that deputies should be elected on a poUtical 
platform, personal merits and capabilities, and not on 
the strength of their family or tribal affiliations. 

When, in 1993. 1 myself ran in the elections for tbe 
same district .seat that Ms. Naffa'a is contesting this 
year. I did not allow any of my family members to trans- 
fer their votes from l^ak lo .^mman, even though I 
could have won with the help of onJv some tens of votes 
at the time. 

At the very lea.st, the “informed source” that you quot- 
ed in the story could have been asked to identify himself 
(or herself) before you decided to print his (or her) alle- 
gation. 'A hich is in this case but a fabrication. 

Dr. Yacoub Zayaddin 
Jordan Communist Party 
Amman 


Netanyahu is undeserving ; 
of peace process I 


By Waleed M. Sadi 

IT HAS been 1 8 months since Prime .Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu assumed power. There is unanimity on both 
sides of the fence that during thai penod the peace 
process did not advance an inch notwithstanding the 
“excitement" about the Hebron deal. There is also wide 
consensus that for the remaining period of Netanyahu's 
rule, the peace process is projected also to stay whm it 
has been since June 1996 when the Israeli prime minis- 
ter was elected. If anything, instead of registering any 
meaningful advancemeriL there is a grow'ing fear that the 
peace process may regress into the pre-Madrid peace 
conference era. 

The evidence supporting this thcsi.s is overwhelming 
frrom Arab, Israeli and international sources. Right after 
the election of Netanyahu. Leu Rubin, the widow of the 
l.itR Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin depicted the Likud 
leader as pan and parcel of the Israeli body politic that 
assassinated her husband for no reason other than that he 
was the architect of the peace process with the .<\rabs. 
Ehud Barak, the current leader of the Labour Party was 
no less blunt in calling Netanyahu all sorts of names 
w'hich suggest that the man cannot be trusted. Former 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres was equal!} .suspicious of 
the ultimate intentions of Netanyahu and viewed his 
election as a death sentence for the peace proces.s. 

The Arab side is obviously even more troubled by the 
rise to power of Netanyahu. His Majestv' King Hussein 
has repeatedly expressed his utter disappointment with 
the Israeli leader for breaking his promises to him on 
several occasions. The aftermath of the foiled attempt on 
the life of Hamas leader Khalid Misha'al in .Amman at 
the hands of a Mossad team further exacerbated the 
tense relations between Jordan and Israel. As recent as a 
few days ago. Egyptian President Hosni Mubtuak reiter- 
ated what he has always been saying, that Netanyahu 
cannot be trusted. Mubarak referred to Netanyahu as the 
chronic promise breaker! The Palestinians including 
their leadership hold Netanyahu in even lower esteem. 
The Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat has repeatedly 
expressed his mistrust of the Israeli prime minister. 

On the intemational level there is hardly any leader 
who holds high regard for Netanyahu. It is an open 
secret that President Bill Clinton is deeply worried about 
Netanyahu's state of mind. Clinion'.s endorsement of 
Peres over Netanyhau during the June 1996 Israeli elec- 
tions was ample evidence of how' Washington views the 
dire fallout from the election of Netanyahu. Practically 
all the leaders of Western European nations have 
expressed similar disappoimmenLs with Netanyahu on 
more than one occasion. The same goes for Latin 
American. Asian and African countries. 

To sum up. if this is the verdict of the entire human 
race, why then honour Netanyahu and his inner circle of 
allies with the continuation of the peace process during 
the remaining duration of his term. Netanyahu has some 
30 odd months left of his term. Why boost his chances 
for reeleciion for another disastrous four years by pre- 
tending that the peace proces.s is still olive and kicking? 
All sides which share a common anxiety' about 
Netanyahu should synchronise their acts so that his 
reelection becomes a faint possibility instead of a teal 
probability. The international community' has already 
put up with one third of Netanyahu's rule, it can easily 
put up with the rest of his tenure os long as there is 
agreement among the major players that four years of 
Netanyahu is more than the world can tolerate. 

Of course in the final analysis it is the Israeli voters 
who will have to determine dieir future leadership. But 
once the Israelis are served with clear notice that 
Netanyahu means the end of all peace negotiations on all 
fronts, they can be expected to draw their own conclu- 
sions and choose another generation of leadership which 
has their long-term interest at bean. I am afraid that even 
pretending that peace talks are still being pursued may 
give Netanyahu a boost that we all would wish to avoid. 

To be sure the peace process is not dead. The quest for 
peace is ineversible. But to keep it alive, we must stop 
its current rape and save it from the whims of the minor- 
ity that is determined to deal it a death blow. 
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Features 



Egypt: Crisis on the land 


By Steve Negus 



A farmer ploughs in front of one of the colossi of Memnon, near Luxor 


CAIRO — As of Oct. 1 , Egypt has entered what is poten- 
tially the most traumatic stage of its structural reform pro- 
gfamine. After a five-year transition period. Law 96 of 1992 
went into effect, and the Nasserist system of agricuIturJ 
rent control came to an end. All existing contracts were ren- 
dered void, and now the market reigns. Landlords have the 
option of cbaiging the market rate — up to three times the 
legal limit before October — or. if they wish, evicting the 
peasants and either selling the land or hiring day labour 
Before, not only was the rent strictly controlled, but tenants 
held their leases in perpetuity and could pass them on to 
their heirs. 

Many tenant families have lived on the land they tilled for 
50 years and consider it their own. Some have vowed pub- 
licly that they intend to fight to defend it Already, iLid- 
relaied violence has left 15 dead and triggered a massive 
erackniown by the state. So far, there are few signs of an 
organised peasant movement to resist the law. but sporadic 
unrest will probably trouble rural Egypt over the next few 
years. 

Economically, the pay-off could be huge. The Egyptian 
countryside is an impossible network of very small hold- 
ings- Whatever land peasants were able to obtain in the 
Nasser era has been diluted over two generations, and it is 
DOW possible to find holdings os small as half a feddan (a 
feddan = hect^s), five feddons being the accepted 
minimum for a family to support itself solely from faiming. 

This defeats any concept of economies of scale. Sm^i 
peasants grow crops that they know they can sell close to 
home, like vegetables or conon. rather than take a risk on 
potentially more lucrative produce like fhiiL About £E3,00 
is the typical jdeld per feddan for a poor tenant, while an 
agribusiness with an eye for what will sell totb domestical- 
ly and internationally can rake in £E8-20,000. Spread this 
over the 16 per cent of Egypt's agricultural land currently 
cultivated by tenants — one miUJon feddans — and you are 
looking at billions of pounds of increased earnings. 

The social cost 

Socially, however, the cost could be equally huge. Around 
six million people — ten per cent of population, and a 
fifth of all those who live in rural areas — are tenants or the 
family members of tenants. Their 2-3 feddan holdings 
might not provide them with a good living, but if supple- 
mented with occasional woiic in the towns, it at least allows 
them to get by. Losing their teases could send them flood- 
ing to the cities to swell the ranks of the unemployed. 

Amazingly, in the five years since the law was passed, the 
government has done nothing to offset the effects — in con- 
trast with the myriad early retirement and employee share- 
holding schemes that the government employed to appease 
woikers in newly privatised factories. Fui^ly in July, the 
agriculture minisoy announced a £E100m fund to help ten- 
ants purchase their land: this comes to about £E100 per ten- 
ant family, less than 1 per cent of the price of a single fed- 
dan, and is widely ridiculed by tenants. The stare has also 
promised to recompense tenants wi± newly reclaimed land 
in the mainmotfa Toshka project in the Western Desert, but 
even if chat is viable, it won't be ready to farm for 20 years. 

It U less economic interest than pri^ and history, howev- 
er, that has caused the current unrest. Many landlords blame 
their tenants for the abuses of the final stage of Nasser's 
refcHin programme, when army and intelligence officers of 
the Hi^ Committee to Liquidate Feudalism seized their 
holdings by force and placed the owners in jail or under 
bouse arrest. The tenants, meanwhile, tell stories of the 
days before the revolution when their families were land- 
less day labourers who had to bow and scrape to the own- 
ers to earn a few piasters. 

Most of the trouble so far comes from landlords who have 
been unable to resist gloating over the tenants' come- 
uppance — in one notorious case in Minya, the press 
Imported that a landlord triggered a riot when he told a gath- 


ering of tenants that he would ‘'reduce them to servitude;" 
police shot three dead before it was quelled. Another four 
died in a riot in Fayyum which broke out when landowners 
held a party on far^and they had just reclaimed. Other vio- 
lence has centred around the so-<^ed cooperatives — the 
local agencies of the ministry of agriculture, where copies 
of the nunistry of agiicultiire, where copies of leases are 
held. Tenants have attacked and burned t^ cooperatives in 
several villages, hoping to destroy the records of ownership 
and delay the confifKiation of their land. 

Opposition holds back 

The government bas sternly warned the opposition not to 
try and take advantage of the unrest The Muslim Brother- 
hood — which was never particularly strong in the villages, 
and is anxious to show that it is not a threat to the estab- 
lishment — has announced its support for the law and for 
the rights of landlords in general. So have spokesmen for 
the militant Jama'at al-Isla^ya and Jihad. 

The leftist Tagammu* party and the Nasseiists have organ- 
ised “tenants' committees” which have gone around to the 
villages urging tenants to stick together and work out a plan 


of confrontation if landlords attempt to evict them. Some 
have urged tenants to buy guns and subtly let owners know 
that they are prepared to use them. But the parties know that 
any serious op^ition to the law — mass mobilisation, 
marches — invite a serious crack-down, and they 
have steered clear. Already, by the count of the Lane Cen- 
tre for Human Rights, 822 peasants and activists have been 
arrested and detained under emeigenqy legisiatioiL 
Since the law came into effect, however, no violence has 
been reported. Tartly this U due to delays in laioidlords 
receiving the documents of ownership necessary to take 
possession of the land, but the government bas m^e a con- 
certed effort to keep the peace. State-appointed village 
headmen, und^, have been encouraging landlords to come 
to agreements with their tenants, tate a few hundred extra 
pounds a year and leave them their land • at least for the 
short term. Most appear amenable to this. In the 1960s, 
land-owning families usuaUy went to the cities to make 
their fortunes. Today they have little appetite for risking 
their lives trying to take control of a few feddans that they 
wouldn't necessarily know how to farm. Moreover, all the 
land coming onto foe market with the passage of foe law 
has depressed its price; a smart landlord who wishes to sell 


would wait a year or so. 

Whatever foe reason, it is clear foe government thinks it 
has things under control. On Sept 25, it released Hamdin 
A1 Sabsfoi, a charismatic Nasserist who had been mq>ris- 
oned without trial since June for attempts to organise the 
peasantry. He was foe most prominent of those under deten- 
tion for opposing foe law; most assumed that foe police 
would kero him locked up until months after it went into 
effect. 

But foe long-term outlook for Egyptian tenants looks 
bleak. As land prices rise, so will rents, and so will the 
incentive for landlords to evict their tenants altogefoer and 
either sell or consolidate their holdings. And even if tenants 
stay on foe land for foe time being, they wiU not be able to 
pass the leases onto their heirs. Not that there would be 
enough land to go around for foe next generation any way. 
Egypt's million tenants farmers and their families are fak 
on foe way to becoming anachronisms. 
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By Professor A. Clare Brandabur 

IN ORDER to understand American Literature, it is 
necessary that students first have a smattering of 
American history, since without it not only will they 
not appreciate the literature itself, but they will have 
to repeat Historj’ 101. 

Starting at the beginning, we find that Columbus 
discovered .America by accident in 1492 when he 
thought he was discovering a short-cut to India. 

His first letter back to his patrons was wildly enthu- 
siastic. praising the kindness of the local people, 
whom he kept on calling Indians long after he knew 
perfectly well that they were nowhere near India, 
which shows how bull-headed stubbornness (or per- 
haps a really low IQ) may be the first requirement to 
be considered a great hero and have a whole country 
take a day off work in your honour for years and 
years. (His second letter was less euphoric: how he 
managed to write it is something of a mystery, 
because by then he had been stripped naked and was 
chained down in the hold of a ship on his way back to 
Spain charged by some of his rebeilious colleagues 
with inierfering with their rape and pillage pro- 
grammes, but that is getting ahead of our story). 

Meanwhile, before things had come to such a p^s, 
one of his three original ships was wrecked on Christ- 
mas day, so he left the 45 crew members on an island 
near Haiti to make up the first colony which he 
named Navidad in honour of the wreck since it hap- 
pened to be the birthday of Jesus, while he went back 
to Spain for additional supplies, weapons, and naen. 
Though things had looked Just peachy when he left, 
he found ail the Navidad colonists dead. It turned out 
foal the Taino Indians had a strange backward charac- 
teristic that caused them to take umbrage at the tnett 
of gold and women by the 45 Navidadians. and they 
had expressed this umbrage by attacking these well- 
armed colonists with bows and arrows, ^ougn tneir 
technology was far behind that of the colonists, they 
outnumbered their foreign visitors considerably and 
so managed to dispatch them all. 

With his low IQ and his big plans to steal more gold 
and women, however, Columbus did the obvious 
thing: he ordered the 1.500 or so new colonists to 
punish the indigenous Tainos severely, and oveMhe 
next few months these uppity natives were ei 
killed or reduced to slavery. 

would have taught all indigenous people everywhere 
foe futility of resisting rape and pillage but, 
day, some of them still go on resisting. 

These new colonists brought their religio 
them which was basically a set of rules which s^d 
since we are vastly superior to you native people , 


have the permission of God to take your land and kill 
you if you refuse to work for us. building our houses, 
growing our produce for export, and helping load our 
ships with your gold, silver, and women. If any of the 
colonists said their religious ideas were just a teensy 
little bit wrong and that God surely would not like it 
if they killed other people in vast numbers and stole 
their land, the colonists were absolutely convinced 
these people were witches and they held trials at 
which they invented tests to find out whether these 
dissenters were actually witches, which meant they 
were possessed by the devil. These trials were 
extremely ingeiuous and always worked: first the 
accused were singed at the stake for awhile, and 
sometimes that made them admit straightaway that 
they were working for the devil and could be banged 
without further ado. 

In case they still refused to confess, however, they 
were tossed into the water. If they sank and drowned, 
that meant they were innocent and they could be 
given a Christian burial. If they managed to keep 
afloat, this proved beyond any doubt that they were 
indeed children of Satan and were then hanged and 
the expense of a funeral was saved. 

Fast-forwarding our narrative by a few hundred 
years, it is important to know that the great American 
nation (which produced such great writers as Walt 
Whi tman , Emily Dickinson, Herman Melville, Edgar 
Allan Poe, Nathaniel Hawthorne and others too 
numerous to mention) also founded other colonies 
which they shaped in their own image and likeness. 
Close to our own time they established a colony 
which shall be called Colony X because you can't go 
around naming the actual place because there is a 
very delicate peace process going on which means 
that Colony X is allowed to continue waging war 
w hil e the indigenous people (which we will call 
Taino llj are required not just to stop resisting, but to 
give any sign of resisting or even to talk about Colony 
X being the enemy. 

Taino II is also required to achieve a state of total 
amnesia about the massacres and wholesale thefts of 
gold, land, and houses committed by Colony X, and 
lie absolutely prone while they are raped and pil- 
laged. If one of them twitches or accidentally kills 
one of foe rapists of Colony X, they are called terror- 
ists and can be eliminated ruthlessly. 

Since the Taino people know they will be killed if 
they resist, they have taken to killing themselves in 
the act of rebellion, since they regard it as more hon- 
orable to sacrifice their lives in this way than to go 
around calling their worst enemy their friend and 
thanking Colony X for including them in their bril- 
liant advanced civilisation (which- is a lot like Holly- 


wood or Brooklyn and so, if you really speak the 
truth, not particularly civilised). 

Some of the American writers we didn’t have time 
to mention above actually predicted things like this 
would happen, and a 19th century writer named 
Thoreau wrote a famous essay on Civil Disobedience. 
Especially Melville, whom we did mention above 
whose Abab was named for an evil Old Testament 
King and who represents in the greatest American 
novel. Moby Dick, the forces of rape, murder and pil- 
lage. 

Ahab is the road captain of a whaling ship named 
Pequod, which as Melville well knew, was the name 
of the first American Indian tribe against whom the 
gentle Puritan colonists committed genocide. 

But Ahab and his ship are wrecked and the white 
whale, which represents the forces of nature, swims 
away. And Emily Dickinson, who was a gentle peace- 
loving person, took one look around this violent soci- 
ety and said she would just as soon not mingle too 
much with people like this and she wrote a lot of 
poems about just crawling into graves, sometimes 
before and sometimes after she was actually dead. 

A more recent 20tb century writer named Arthur 
Miller wrote a play called The Crucible about the 
witch trials which he used as an analogy for the com- 
munist witch hunts of the 1950's in which anyone 
who believed in the equal distribution of wealth and 
the common ownership of the means of production 
was accused of worshipping the Devil and either 
imprisoned, exiled, or hounded to death. 

A preview of the subjugation of Taino n by Colony 
X was enacted in several earlier stages of the heroic 
saga of American history in the successive massacres 
which accompanied a series of land-grabs called 
“new frontiers'* and “manifest destiny” in which any 
indigenous people who were not thrilled to be lifted 
up to new heights of civilisation were massacred. So 
Americans got a lot of practice over the years, and 
were not really surprised when the T ain o II people 
were not really thrilled to be pushed out of their land 
and homes by Colonists of X who were, when you 
know your history, a whole lot like the 45 ship- 
wrecked rapists and thieves that Columbus left on 
Navidad in 1493. 

Therefore, when Taino 11 resists, the mother-coun- 
try sends fleets of warships, tonnes of bombs, state- 
of-the-art airplanes called Stealth Bombers, etc., to 
help the Colony X thugs eliminate “terrorism” from 
their stolen hills and valleys, telling the rest of the 
world that God has chosen these people to inherit the 
promised land and besides' if you don't like it we will 
just wall you up in your countries and not let food, 
medicine or other people enter or leave. 


This is called sanctions and really constitutes a new 
form of warfare which sooner or later will make both 
the Americans and Colony X the pariahs of the earth, 
so that anyone who bas an ounce of decency left wiU 
not even want to give them the time of day, much less 
invite them to dinner. 

If they really succeed and if there is a real God (not 
a mere invention of thugs who signs his name to all 
the criminal procedures of thugs) eventually these 
thugs will be alone with only the blood of their vic- 
tims in a desolate land, hated and feared by ail men. 

I think Mark Twain had something like this in mind 
when he wrote the ending of A Connecticut Yankee in 
King Arthur’s Coun. 

Though he was optimistic about technology solving 
the problems of the American South (for which King 
Arthur’s rural feudal Britain is a metaphor) when he 
began this book, by the end Twain bad become 
extremely pessimistic, having gone bankrupt because 
he put all his savings into tiie development of an 
automated printing press which failed. 

He felt a machine had destroyed him. 

So in the story, Sir Boss and his 45 or so trained 
technicians (something like a combinatioa of the CIA 
and Mossad) completely wiped out 25,000 or so 
Arthurian knights. Bodies are piled up behind elec- 
trified fences or have been killed by a repeating gun 
which is an early form of the machine gun — rather 
like an Uzi, and the technicians know they will die 
too because they can’t even bury the bodies and are 
being killed by the diseases and the stench from the 
rotting corpses. 

Conclusion: If you understand this, you know most 
of what you need to read in American Literature. 
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Civil Service Consumer 
Corporation brings NAF 
beneficiaries under its umbrella 


By Samir Ghawi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — In implemen- 
tation of the Cabinet deci- 
sion last month to allow 
the beneficiaries from the 
Nauonal Aid Fund fNAFl 
to benefit from the ser- 
vices that the Civil Service 
Consumer Corporation 
(CSCO provide, nearly 
5,000 new beneficiaries 
will be given CSCC cards 
next month. 

CSCC Director General 
Ahmad Kreishan told the 
Jordan Tunes Sunday that 
the 5.000 cards represent 
only the first batch of ben- 
eficiaries whose names 
were sent by NAF to the 
corporation for review and 
control purposes. 

NAF Director General 
Adel Shamayleh said 
around 33,000 families are 


listed as beneficiaries who 
receive between JD20 and 
JD60 of cash aid each 
month. 

“We shall continue issu- 
ing cards upon reviewing 
and registering each batch 
of names that we receive 
from NAF.*’ Mr. Kreishan 
said noting that the CSCC 
wants to make sure that 
the NAF beneficiaries are 
not registered in the regu- 
lar lists which cover 
around one million civil 
servants. 

Mr. Kreishan smd the 
distribution of ±e cards 
will be the responsibility 
of NAF which will handle 
such a cask through its 
offices around the country. 

According to Dr. 
Shamayleh. NAF is study- 
ing how to pay the 500 fils 
per card that the CSCC 
charges but, he added. 


NAF will most probably 
bear the cost which could 
reach JD20.000. 

The CSCC chief empha- 
sised that the corporation 
will continue to review 
and re-examine the names 
that NAF will provide not- 
ing that the government 
intends to do all it can to 
ease the burden of high 
cost of living on the less 
fortunate. The new benefi- 
ciaries will be able to 
obtain foodstuffs, home 
appliances and other 
goods that the CSCC sells 
at its various outlets. 

Asked whether these 
new beneficiaries would 
be burdening the corpora- 
tion. Mr. Kreishan said the 
income of the less privi- 
leged is so minima] that 
they will not be putting 
additional pressure on die 
operations of the CSCC. 


New industrial bank opens in Qatar 


DOHA (R) — Qatar's Minister of 
Finance. Economy and Trade Sheikh 
Mohammad Bin ^alifa Al-Thani Sun- 
day opened the doors of a new bank for 
industrial projects. 

The Qatar Industrial Development 
Bank wUl provide long- and medium- 
term soft loans and assist and guarantee 
loans from other local or foreign institu- 
tions. 

The bank is capitalised at 200 million 
riyals (S54.9 million). An emiri decree 
setting up the bank allows it to raise the 
capital to 500 million riyals ($137.3 mil- 
lion) if needed. 

The bank is 50 per cent owned by the 
eovemment. 20 per cent by Qatar 
National Bank, 1 0 per cent each by Qatar 
Navigation and Qatar Insurance and five 
per cent by Doha Bank. Ltd. 

Other shareholders are the Commercial 
Bank of Qatar with 2.5 per cent. A1 Ahli 
Bank of Qatar with 1.5 per cent and Al 
Khaleej Insurance with a one per cent 


stake. 

Sheikh Abdullah Ben Saud Al-Thani. 
deputy governor of Qatar's Central Bank 
and chairman of the new bank, said at 
the opening ceremony that the bank 
would finance up to 60 per cent of (he 
total value of projects and charge interest 
at half the borrowing rate prevalent in 
the local market at any time. 

Loans would be repayable over a max- 
imum of 1 0 years, including a two-year 
grace period. 

Sheildi Abdullah said priority would be 
given to industrial projects which use 
raw materials and resources available 
locally or in Gulf Cooperation Council 
states and are non-labour intensive. 
Local equity in the projects should not 
be less than 51 per cent. 

The Gulf Cooperation Council groups 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab 
Emirates, Kuwait. Oman and Bahrain. 


China’s growth, inflation to hold 
steady in 1998 — chief economist 


BEUING (AFP) — 
China's economic growth 
and inflation in 1998 will 
stick close to the levels 
seen this year. State Statis- 
tics Bureau spokesman and 
chief economist Qiu Xiao- 
hua Sunday was quoted as 
saying. 

Gross domestic product 
(GDP) growth will be nine 
to 1 0 per cent, and inflation 
no higher than five per 
cent, the official China 


Daily Business Weekly 
Sunday quoted Qiu as 
telling a s^^posium. 

‘flexible struccural 
adjustments" — Including 
interest rate revisions and 
Increased Investment in 
infrastructure and housing 
— are likely, but the cen- 
tal govenunem will con- 
tinue to make stability the 
number-one priority and 
make no moves to stimu- 
late growth, he said. 


China's central btuik 
Wednesday imposed mod- 
erate interest rate cuts 
ranging from 1.1 percent- 
age points on bank 
deposits to 1.5 percentage 
points on loans. 

Earlier in the week Qiu 
announced that economic 
growth had slowed to 9.0 
per cent in the first three 
quarters of 1997, while 
retail prices rose just 1.3 
per cent year-on-year. 
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Jordan’s U.S. week concludes 
with a success — Mulki 


AMMAN (Petra) — The “Jordan eco- 
nomic week “which ended last Tliursday 
in the U.S. state of Michigan has 
achieved great success and was consid- 
ered as a first step for Jordanian products 
to be marketed in the United Stat^, 
according to Minister of Industry and 
Trade and Supply Hani Mulki 

Speaking upon his return to Amman 
from Detroit Dr. Mulki said that the week 
resulted in the conclusion of numerous 
contracts for the sale of Jordanian textile 
products, industrial marble, office equip- 
ment and vehicle tools to the U.S. mar- 
kets 

The American market is large and 
promising and can absorb a great pan of 
Jordanian products, said the minister. 

Dr. MuUu said that a technical delega- 
tion representing the Ford Auto Company 
is expected to visit Jordan next month in 
order to examine the intennediaiy prod- 
ucts tiiat can be used in the American 
industry like upholstering of cars, plas- 
tics. tyres and car filters etc. 

He said that American businessmen 
have expressed interest in the Jordanian 
food processing industry adding at 


least one contract for the purchase of Jor- 
danian processed food has been conclud- 
ed with a Jordanian firm. 

During the week long activities Jordan 
organised a seminar to explain the invest- 
ment climate in the Kingdom attended by 
1,200 personalities representing major 
American firms, adding ±at U.S. Con- 
gress members and the governor of the 
state of Michigan visited the Jordanian 
Trade Exhibition which was organised as 
part of the Jordan Week activities. 

The minister said Jordan seeks to 
expand its markets abroad through trade 
with the Arab. Asian and European coun- 
tries as well as the U.S. He said bis min- 
istry is now studying the prospects of 
marketing Jordanian products in South 
America. 

Dr. Mulki announced that agreement 
has been reached with the American 
Department of Commerce on organising 
two seminars in Amman in December for 
Jordanian industrialists in collaboration 
with American experts in industry in 
order to orient Jordanians on method of 
marketing Jordan's products in the U.S. 


$46m Saudi- Japan textile 
mill to go on stream in 1999 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia's first joint 
venture textile company is due to go on 
stream in early 1999 and will supply the 
Gulf region and neighbouring countries, 
the daily Saudi Gazette said Sunday. 

The project, which is expected to cost 
172.5 milli nn riyals ($46 million), is a 
joint venture between the Al-Ahsa 
Development Co and a consortium of 
Japanese companies in the industrial 
of Al-Ahsa in Saudi Arabia's east- 
ern province. 

Al-Ahsa Development controls 76 per 
cent of the capital and the consortium. 


Coiffeur Nabil M^jdoub is 
■back to his salon in Sweifieh 
Amman after he has being 
invited to take part in the 
intemationaT hairdressing 
festival for: ' 

UOREAL of Paris 
Toony and Guy ( TIGI ) 
of London 

Canta Vidal Sassod of London 
whose activities were held in 
Paris and London during Oct 
11-^ and displaying the Lat- 
est in hairdressing for Ladies 
for the year 98 ‘ - ^ • 

Mr. Nabil wili demonstrate 
his new .e^^riedca jnyh 
Coming ' ahbw 'at Amnia^^ 
Intercontinental on.Oirt11th97 


which includes Marubeni Corp. and the 
Japanese International De^%lopment 
Oiganisation. bolds the resL 

'The textiles will initially be marketed 
in the kingdom... later (they) will be 
exported to the GCC (Gulf Cooperation 
(Council states) and other Islamic coun- 
tries." Che paper said. 

The company has said Marubeni 
would provide the technical sec\'ices and 
know-how through a Japanese company 
which specialises in textile production. 



horoscope 

forecast for MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 

B\ Linda C. Black. Trihimt' Media Sen ices. Inc. 
ARIES 

(March 21 to April 19) You’re under a lot rf pcss&Fe. 
Ever,-bodv wants the job done now. and peifeitb. 
There’s !i lot riding on this a.^sicnnieDt Yoitf whole 
iuturc could be in the balance. Show them you’re laade 
of the right stuff. You can perform brilliantly oader 
adverse conditions. Knock em^dead. 

TAURUS 

(April 20 to Mav 20) It looks like there’s a pojea over- 
due^. No problem. You’re deciswe. and you betoeg to a 
good team. The two you can figure it out. Eveiythiag 
you do is getting you closer to your goal. Don't 
any work home with you tonight, either. Your soug;^ 

GEMINI 

(May 21 to June 21) You’ve had a great time over the 
weekend but you place is all mess^ up. The cosmic 
lesson you’re learning involves keeping trade of 
rfftfniis The more you do that, the more successful 
you’ll be. It’s much easier if y'our surroundings are kept 
neat Tidy up. again. 

MOON CHILDREN 

(June 22 to July 21) A fabulous opportunity could sppeaL 
You may get the chance to take die informautm you gadi- 
ered ovtf the weekend and pm it to good use. Mcae impor- 
tant is your persistence. You won't take no for an mswer. 
And why should you? You're right and you know it 
LEO 

(July 22 to August 21 > This w not an easy day for you. 
There’s too much money going out and not enough 
work coming in. Your partner doesn’t seem to under- 
stand. Do you have an athletic friend who lives 
away? He or she can’t solve your problem, but just 
talVino about it wiU make you feel better. 

VIRGO 

(August 22 to September 22) You can discover a sure 
way to put more money into your accouDL It has to do 
with information you’ve been learning recently. You 
I have to do the homework, though. Fallow a faunc^ 

' Besides being smarter than usual, you have mme ener- 
gy, too. So get out there and use 1 l 
LIBRA 

(September 23 to October 22) There's too much to do 
and not enough mon^. Do you feel like you’re being 
tested on this, or what? Don’t worry' about iL Once the 
tension’s gone, you’ll come up with lots of great ideas. 
Do the one thing you find most difficult Relax. 
SCORPIO 

(October 23 to November 21) You’re going to be 
incredible powerful later this week. Today’s not bad. 
Everybody wants to please you. You'll be under more 
pressure tomorrow and We^sday. but by Thursday 
you’re back in control. Don't wait until then to act. Use 
the opportuni^ you have now. 

SAGITTARIUS 

(November 22 to December 21) A loved one is under 
pressure. You can help by providu^ comfort and 
advice. Also, pull a few strings behind the scenes. Do 
whatever ne^ to be done, in a responsible manner. 
You’re not meting; yon 're providi^ a service your 
friend can't 

CAPRICORN 

(December 22 to January 20) You almost, found some- 
thing you've been seeking. You haven’t looked far 
enough away. Let a friend know what you want You 
keep trying to do evciythmg all by yours^. When will 
you learn tiiat you always do best when you’re working 
with others? 

AQUARIUS 

(January 21 to Fetwary 19) Tty to ignore an older per- 
son's demands. You’re gtwg to have to do the job. but 
you don’t have to it all this minute. First get organised. 
Get someone to help yon. The obvious choice for that 
job will become ai^rarent Deni't plan anything too 
complicated for later cai tonight 
PISCES 

(February 20 to March 20) An older person is being 
cantankerous again, ff you didn’t get so upset, you'd 
have a lot more frm. You always have control over your 
own attitude. You can’t change what the other person 
says, but you sure cu change bow you react to it! 
Listen op, and don’t out late. 

Birtfastooe of Octoben Opal — Tbormalme j 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Look over 
5 Tongue in Ayr 
9 Soiled like 
crows 

14 Palo~ 

15 Active one 

16 — dtalo 

17 Dime novel 
19 Tropical herb 
20One — mil^ 

21 Check 

22 Scnindrel in 
Lorxlon 

23 Bowlers 

25 Knee-jerk 

26 Roulette bet 

27 Random put- 
downs 

30 Certain berth 

33 Not even 
mediocre 

34 Type of chart 

35 — for thought 

36 Bombastic 

37 Spar^ lady 
^ Table scrap 

39 Landed 

40 Beelzebub 

41 Rich supply 

44 Scout gtotjf) 

45 Ancient temples 

46 Colossal 
50 Fished 

52 Catalogue 

53 Fit — fiddle 

54 Money 

55 Cook’s need 

57 Ran in netttm) 

58 Gawk 

59 Emeiald Isle 

60 Tidies up 

61 — off (drove) 
^Godofwar 

OOWN 

1 Hainng a flavor 

2 Duplicate 

3 Flower perfume 

4 — Hill,San 
Frandsco 

5 Improved copy 

6 Parts 

7 Appear 

8 (3oof 

9 Breakfast drirte 
10 -—of Blue" 

I (film) 


r I* I® f® |T IS ■■s 110 Ml 112 113 




ISO 131 132 


by CF. Murray 


11 Deteriorated 
drastically 

12 Seabird 

13 Cherished 

18 WDow wicker 

22 Take to court 
agson 

24 Brought up 

25 Perch 

Z7 Assuoe as fact 

28Turherofsong 

29 Plajfwright 
O’Casey 

30 Saucers in 
space? 

31 Haven 

32 Rainbow’s 
bonanza 

33~Hills, IL 

36 Yawned 

37 Writer Richard 
Henry — 

40 Bout 

42 Phoned 


□□QQQ □□□□ Qiaaci 

OdBElQ □BDC] QQnEJ 
QQQaDBlDaQB 

ElIiaQDQ DQIia 

BBBQ QBQQ OQlHQii 

□□BBQ aDD □□□□□ 
DBDQ QaDD 

□□BQ nonDQci 
QnaciQa Qnnn 
□QIIQ □□□□QdlSEIQIi 
□□QQ □□□□ ciQQaa 
BQBQ DDDD 
BaBCa BHBB DEIBnEl 


e 1007 TMuw Meda senloet, ine. 
M rights rasenwd. 


43 Works dough 

44 — out 
(dispensed) 

46 Name 

47 truth’s 
opposite 


49 Gives a hoot 

50 Middle East 
prince 

51 Stem joint 

52 Theater 
^ Vessel 


48 Grenoble^ river 56 Grassland 


IPeanuts 


IF I WERE ’(DU. I D BE TOTALLY 
ASUAMEDTO RAVE SOMEONE 
SEE ME SITTIN6 AROUND 
HOLDINSA SniriD BLANKET' 


AND THAT DO^ LYIN^ IN 
YOUR LAP LOOKS EVEN 
MORE RIDICULOUS.. 


^ I’D BITE \ 
HER BUT I'M 
FACINS THE 
lURONS > 

WAY. y 




Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 


JUST mL My WIFE THffr 
A COUPUE OF BRUTE5 ARE 
•HOLDING ME CAPTIVE FOR 
A RANSOM.'—TSLLHER 

, THEy wANTggpoo r-" 




' KE^VOUR 
VOICE DOWN. 
MyAUJM-IN- 
LAW5dUSR> 
S WALKED r 

. V IN J 


C DONTIOOW ) - 

> WHy-S H5 
NESSiLfTfERS J THtfTfe 
. A-WDRO 


^ SHE PSPS HER 
MOUTH SHirrso 
. HBZEAR5C4N . 
^ WORKTWCEj 
Ml ASROST J 


VeS, MRS.MUT'ii'Rity 
YANT $ 5000 / THEY 
+VM£ MUTT CHAINED 
UP IN SOME OLD , 
CREEP/ HOUSE.' 'r 


9 5,OOo*Y 
OH.PEAR'- 


f 5ME SAID $1.50 
OR FORGET rr.' 

1 fetter ACCEPT- I 





Unscramble these four .kimbies. 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


BOAVE 


“If you put more love in your heart, 
that leaves less room for cholesterol." 


that scrambled word game 

by Hwiri Arnold and MIks AisirfBn 
^ Everything OK? WeTecoof ^ 


■ WHY THE COP 
WAS IN THE 
JAZZ CUJE. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above eartooa 


ettflMmlliOiStnitnlKr 


ETHAL 


HADEBE 


LATHEC 


Answer here .'HE 


ibsierday's I •^JFibles; AMUSE 
* Answer: .Tough tor 
. REFUSE 


(Answeia tomorrow) 
CREEK REFUGE FASTEN 
a garbage man to do - 
REFUSE 
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A roWoi^ of nows from tho Arsbic pross 


Engineers association registers 
sharp decline in investments 

f ^ Engineers Association have plummeted bv 

the asswiadon’s financial documents show. TTie shares 
^‘^'®tion s r^nsion fund had a market value of JD3.6 million as of 
0^ 15, 1997, 60 per cent below their cost value of JD9.09 million 

the Universal Chemical Industries 
“ , the Jordan R^kwool Industries were the hardest bit as they recorded JD650 000 

The pension ftind had investiients' 
m the sh^s of 55 pubUc shareholding companies but two of these firms had a zero 

^ 

■ decline in the value of the investment was a stake involv- 

ing 355,807 sh^ m one company, when purchased, the value of the share was, on 
me average. JD — 40 but currently, the market value stands at 650 fils a share. The 
^ancial records showed one profitable investment but that only involved 44 137 
shares whose value increased from JD4.572 to JD4.800. However, the recoids showed 
only seven wmpanies, out of the 55 mentioned earlier, recorded profits whereas 
the remaining 48 firms posted lower results that, for some of them, went down bv 
more than 80 per cent. ^ 

The as^tdon's insurance fund was hit by a 53 per cent decline, or JDI.5 million 
in the valu^f its investments which feU from JD2.9 million when the shares were pur- 
chased to JDI.4 million at market value on Oct. 15, 

TTie insurance fund had investments in 31 companies but a large stake was taken in 
the eqiuty of the Jordan Spinning and Weaving Company and the Jordan Rockwool 
Industries Company. W the 31 firms, two were not listed at the stock exchange and 
one conqiany was liquidated when its shareholders equity was wiped out. 

Only three companies achieved profits whereas the remaining 28 firms recorded 
losses. 

Explaining the reasons for such investments and losses, the association president 
said investments were made according to principles of non-usery dealings. 


Major Currencies & Cross Rates 
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Gulf states set to 
privatise power sector 


Saudi firm gets 
$300m loan for 
Japanese oil tankers 



ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Gulf Arab states are set (o 
embark on a major pro- 
gramme to privatise their 
electricity sectors to ease 
financial pressures caused 
by weak oil prices and 
heavy defence s pending , 
experts said Saturday. 

Oman has taken the lead 
in the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council 
(GCC), setting up the 
region’s first privately- 
managed power project and 
announcing plans for more 
ventures. 

SautU Arabia, the world's 
dominant oil power, said 
this week its water and 
electricity sector would be 
among the government 
enterprises to be partly sold 
off to the public under eco- 
nomic reforms. 

In the United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE). the Abu Dhabi 
government has decided to 
invite local and foreign 
investors to contribute to a 
giant hydro-electric project. 
Other states in the region 
are considering sii^ar 
reforms. 

“The GCC states are 
actively e xamining the pri- 
vatisation option for a num- 
ber of industries and infra- 
structure projects,*’ said 
Achilles Adamantiades, 
director of engineering at 
Che Washington-based 
Infrastructure Coital 
Group. 

*The main motivation for 


this development is to open 
opportunities for invest- 
ment for local as well as for 
foreign capital and to 
reduce the obliptioo of the 
state budgets,” be said in a 
paper to a conference here 
on "*privatisadon and dereg- 
ulation in the Gulf energy 
sector.” 

Delegates attending the 
two-day conference, oigan- 
ised by the state-run Emi- 
rates Institute for Strate^c 
Studies and Research, said 
GCC countries need to 
pump more than S30 billion 
over the next nght years to 
expand their eleccrici^ sec- 
tors to meet a rapid growth 
in consumption. 

‘Tt will ensure future 
power supplies, upgrade the 
electricity sector and ease 
pressure on Gulf budgets. 
This will enable them to 
save laige funds, which 
could be channelled into 
other development projects 
in the region,” said 
Mohammed Abdul Baqi. 
manager of the state-con- 
trolled Emirates Industrial 
Bank. 

Opening the meeting, 
Sheikh Diyab Ibn Zay^ 
AI-Nahayan, a member of 
the UAE royal family, said 
GCC states were giving pri- 
ority to privatisation in 
reform programmes aimed 
at cushioning the impact of 
lower oil prices. 

“In Abu Dhabi, the gov- 
ernment intends to embark 


on a large-scale programme 
to privatise its water and 
electricity sectors. Indeed, 
such a move is expected to 
have a positive impact on 
the emirate's development 
process,” said the Sheikh, 
who heads a government 
committee entrusted with 
the privatisation of Al-Taw- 
ila hydro-electric plant near 
Abu Dhabi city. 

Officials said ±is week 
French company Total and 
several other Western firms 
had been shortUsted for 
participating in the third 
phase of Al-Tawila venture, 
to be launched in 1998. 

The first two stages of the 
project, one of the biggest 
water desalination ventures 
in the world, have already 
been completed. 

They have a combined 
production capaciQr of 
around 100 million gallons 
(360 million litres) of 
drinking water per day and 
more than 2,000 megawatts 
of electricity. 

The cost of die three 
phases had been estimated 
at more than $3 billion in 
mid-1980s but industry 
sources said it had sharply 
increased. 

“Privatisation of ±e third 
stage of Al-Tawila is just a 
beginning. More power and 
water facilities will be 
shared with the private sec- 
tor in the near future,” an 
Abu Dhabi official said. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The 
biggest shipping firm in 
Saudi Arabia Sunday signed 
an agreement to bomiw $300 
million from the U.S. Chase 
Manhattan Bank to refinance 
the purchase of five super- 
tankers from Japan. 

The National Shipping 
Company of Saudi Arabia 
(NSeSA), the second 
biggest petrochemical trans- 
porter in the worid, said its 
chairman, Saleh Al-Naim, 
signed the loan agreement 
with the bank at the firm’s 
Riyadh headquarters. 

The loan will be used to 
refinance the remaining 
value of the five very large 
crude carriers (VLCCs) 
which were built by Japan’s 
Mitsubishi Heavy industries 
and delivered over the past 
two years. 

In a statement sent to AFP, 
NSeSA said it selected 
Chase Manhattan after it 
offered better lending terms 
than oUier intemarional 
financial institutions, includ- 
ing the Japanese Impoit- 


Expon Bank. 

It said total loans for the 
tankers deal had reached 
$435 million and creditors 
also included the Arab Bank- 
ing Corporation, the Arab 
Petroleum Inresunent Cor- 
poration, the Saudi American 
Bank, Paribas, the Royal 
Bank of Scotland, and other 
Western and Japanese banks. 

NSeSA officials earlier 
put the total value of the five 
vessels at around $480 mil- 
lion and said they would be 
partly financed through the 
company's resources. 

The ships, with a capacity 
of 2.1 m^oQ barrels each, 
allowed NSCSA to transport 
crude for the first time. 

The Saudi government 
controls 29 per cent of 
NSeSA's capital of two bil- 
lion riyals ($533 million) 
while the rest is held by local 
investors. 

The company, which oper- 
ates more thfm 40 vessels, 
has launched plans to expand 
its services mainly in the 
Gulf and Asia. 


Israeli stock market opens 
with heavy sell orders 


TEL AVIV (R) — The Tel 
Aviv Stock Exchange 
(TASE) was swamped by 
pre-opening sell orders 
Sunday which traders said 
pointed to declines of three 
to six per cent for the day. 

Doron Tsur, director of 
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PAST 12 
aiOH 


HOHTHS CCHPAMY'S IOHB 
LON 


346.000 24S.000 


ARAB BANK 
JOR.NATIOHAL BK. 
BANK or JORDAN 
XNDDSTRXKL DSV.BK. 
THE BOUSING BK. 
•TOR.KOHAZX BANK 
JOR.GOLP BANK 
JOR. ISLAMIC BANK 
JOR.XNV.FXM.BANK 
BSn.AL-BAL {BBITHA) 


BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 237.11 XCHC: -0.04 


J(»t FRENCH XNSOR. 
ARAB LIFE XHSOR. 


INSURANCE SECTOR TOTALS 


imBXs 115.se XCB6: +0.39 


JCBt. ELECTRIC FHR. 

9.0 

5.35 

REAL EETA3Z ZNV. 

12.0 

6.52 

ALRA*Z 

14.9 

6.02 

ARAB ZNTL.ZEV.EODC. 

9.7 

0.00 

ZARKA EDUCATION 

g 

0.00 

DEIFIED OO. 

8.2 

6.36 

UNION LAND DEV. 

g 

0.00 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


1.050 
4.450 

7.050 
11.160 

1.410 

3.260 

7.150 

4.700 

1.750 

1.480 

6.000 

3.aso 

.690 

1.230 

1.330 

.770 

1.200 

2.970 

.890 

1.670 

1.400 

1.880 

1.460 

1.620 

1.070 

2.090 

1.330 

.810 

.840 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


GRAND TOTAL 


XNDEXt 111.86 XCB6: +0.01 


AXTANQBBB 

g 

0.00 

JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

21.5 

3.44 

ARAB POTASH OO. 

14.2 

3.28 

JOR. PETROL. REFZNAlUr 

10.5 

6.20 

WOOLEN INDUSTRIES 

9.1 

9.52 

INDUSTRIAL C0IM.A6R. 

g 

0.00 

JOR.HORSTED MILLS 

10.7 

3.01 

ARAB PfIABM. HARP. 

11.7 

4.71 

JOR.PIPBS MARPCT. 

12.9 

7.69 

RAFZA INDUSTRIES 

g 

0.00 

DAR ALDAHA DV.IHV. 

14.0 

4.39 

ARAB ALOM.IED. 

S.7 

10.20 

LIVESTOCK 6 POOLTRX 

10.2 

0.00 

ARAB PAPER CONV.TRO. 

26.3 

0.00 

NATtOMAL STEEL IND. 

g 

0.00 

NATIONAL lEDS. 

g 

0.00 

lHTERMBD.PBTRO.CBBe. 

g 

0.00 

DRIV.CBM.IEDS. 

12.9 

6.99 

JOR. SULPBO-CBEH 

g 

0.00 

ARAB PBARM.CBBM. 

16.6 

5.38 

KAtfTBBR INVEST. 

60.1 

0.00 

UNXV. HODH.XHDS. 

P 

.21 

jm. XNDS . RESOURCES 

11.8 

11.36 

EATL. CHLORINE 

14.4 

4.58 

JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

15.9 

0.00 

EL -ZAT READY HEAR 

51.0 

0.00 

XNTL. TOBACCO 

6.7 

0.00 

JOUAN STEEL 

34.4 

: 6.58 

MID. BAST COMPLEX 

7.S 

16.39 


INDEX: 116.01 scaci -0.47 
INDEX: 170.95 «CBG: -0.19 


PARALLET. MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOB SOHDAX 
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.380 

JOR.TRADB FAC. 

10.4 

0.00 

12 

18000 

7020 

.39 

.39 

_ 

1.050 

ZARA FOR INVESTMENT 

80.0 

0.00 

4 

1600 

1915 

1.20 

1.22 

.02+ 

.660 

ONION IHV. 50> 

g 

0.00 

14 

36000 

9720 

.77 

.77 

— 

.350 

ARAB FIN. INVEST. 

g 

0.00 

12 

4630Q_ 

18520 

.40 

.40 


.850 

UNITED TOR FINAN.XNV 

SB. 8 

0.00 

2 

20000 

22600 

1.18 

1.13 

.05- 

.470 

ARAB FOOD 8 MED. 

g 

0.00 

2 

1000 

470 

.47 

.47 


.380 

ARAB ZHTL.XNV.TRD. 

43.8 

0.00 

9 

9750 

3705 

.38 

.38 

_ 

,A00 

NATL . HOLT . BNO . HAHXCO 

g 

0.00 

13 

15313' 

6125 

.40 

.40 

— 

.460 

ARAB ELBCr.XHDS. 

g 

0.00 

2 

7268 

3343 

.46 

.46 

— 

.580 

MIDBAST PBARH. 75> 

B 

0.00 

13 

42930 

16821 

.66 

.65 

.01- 

.860 

DEXOn TOBACCO 75> 

g 

0.00 

4 

3079 

3169 

1.26 

1.28 

.02+ 

.290 

IHDS. BNO. 

g 

0.00 

1 

250 

80 

.31 

.32 

.01+ 

.680 

HAT.ALOKIHXOM. 7S> 

94.6 

0.00 

1 

500 

215 

.66 

.68 


.720 

ARAB XNT. FOOD FACT. 

39. S 

0.00 

1 

100 

82 

.78 

.82 

.04+ 


GRAND TOTAL 


research at Sahar Securi- 
ties, said the surge of sell 
orders was in response to 
the drop in share prices 
worldwide last week and in 
particular to the fall in tech- 
nology shares on Wall 
Street Friday. 

Most Israeli high-tech 
stocks are traded in New 
York but many are held by 
TASE-traded companies. 

‘'There’s very little green 
on the board,” said Avi Fis- 
cher, executive director for 
institutional sales at Zan- 
nex Securities. “OveraU 
we're looking at a three to 
six per cent downward indi- 
cation." - 

In the Meretz session, sell 
ordera prior to the opening 
bell reached a huge 174 
million shekels against vir^ 
tually no buy orders. Tsur 
said. 

‘‘It's falling sharply, more 
sharply than f expected,” he 
said. 

Tsur said early trading 
orders for arbitrage stocks 
like Koor Industries koor.ta 
kor.n, Teva Phannaceutical 
Industries teviOOl.ta 
teviy.o, Supersol Ltd 
suslOl.ta sae.n and Nice 
nice.ta nicey.o pointed to 
declines of three to five per 
cent. 

But he stressed that the 
decline was market-wide 
and not limited to top arbi- 
trage shares. 

Fischer said be believed 
the market remained funda- 
mentally strong, but ex- 
pected that at best it would 
remain nervous for the first 
part of the week. 

“Wall Street will be trad- 
ing Jittery in the first half of 
the week... so we're going 
to see some choppy trading 
here,” be said, a^ing that 
baigain-bunters may b egin 
coming into the market as 
early as Monday. 

The Bank of Israel is wid- 
ely expected to cut interest 
' rates Monday by about OJ 

! percentage point from the 
current 13.4 per cent The 
_ armouncement will come at 
1430 GMT Monday after 
trading is over. 
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Jewellers.Gems dealers.Unique designs in 18k Gold . 



Many villas and 
apartments for rent 
and sale furnished 
or unfurnished 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel:- 810605-810609 
Fax:- 810520 
Mobile:- 079/30007 





Develop your coto pn 
atQurshopand9efc 



Shmeisani- Opposite 

Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 604042 
Svveifieh Tel: 823891 



eu 

o 

X 

^ GViTKONOMY-^ 


cnDuuntcm 

’OLYMPIC SIZE ^ 
SWIMMING POOLK 

* TENNIS & W 
SQUASH 

COURTS I .1 

* SAUN^ / m 

JACUZZIS IM 

MASSAGE M 
’ FITNESS If ^ 

ROOM (f 

Tel; 758180 
Radio_& tv statio 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
667171 EXT. 223 


684311 - 
699634 EXT. 42 



Modem Air-Conditioned 
Busses AotXKf the CLOCK 
Every 30 lAiutes Item Abdofi 
to Airport and Back 


For Further Details col : 
Mrport Branch 08-51531 
Abdoe Branch 653313 




T.‘! h'l'ro: I';,-, 


SANABEL 


I t- t 1. 0 


Sweifiyeh 
Hajarat Complex 
Tai. 864230 865167 
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Villeneuve takes title 


in dramatic final race 


Von 

Gruningen 
starts on 
right note 


South Korea claim World Cup spot 


JERE2, Spain (AFP) — 
Jacques Viileneuve won the 
world driver's champi- 
onship after champion 
leader Michael Schumacher 
crashed out in a dramatic 
European Grand Prix here 
on Sunday. 

The 26^year-old finished 
third, behind race winner 
Mika Hakkinen and David 
Coulthard but it was enough 
to give him the dtle. 

Schumacher, who had 
begun the race one point 
ahead of >^eneuve and 
favourite to win his third 
driver’s title, spun out in the 
4Sth lap when he tried to 
block the Canadian from 
overtaking him. 

The German appeared to 
tty and drive Villeneuve off 
the track when he squeezed 
past but the \^lliam’s driver 
managed to keep his car 
under control while the 
Ferrari slid off into the grav- 
el and out of the race. 

The incident brought back 
memories of 1994 when 
Schumacher took the title 
by one point after colliding 
with Damon Hill, knocking 
the En glishman out of the 
race. 

“T was not surprised that 
Michael tried to close the 
door. I new I was taking a 
risk trying to overtake Mm 
but I had no choice,” said 
Villeneuve. 

was really worried 
when he hit me. I thought 
the car was broken. It ^d 



Canadian Jacques Vilienenve jokes on the podium after 
coining third in the European Formula One Grand Prix 
in Jerez, October 26. Villeneuve is the new world cham- 
pion after German Michael Schumacher had to aban- 
don the race following a collision between the two 
championship contenders (Reuters photo) 


not handle the same for the 
rest of the race." he added. 


to the pits with his face like 
thunder and stormed into 


As Villeneuve drove off the Ferrari motorhome and 
into the distance a furious locked himself away. 


Schumacher stoimed back Villeneuve looked as if he 


would not only take the title 
but the race but Hakkinen, 
looking for his first ever 
formula one win in 97 
attempts had other ideas. 

With less than a lap to go 
Hakkinen. and then 
Coulthard, swept past 
Villeneuve who had no 
intention of getting into a 
scrap and spoil his world 
championship dreams. 

'T saw MUca and David 
closing rapidly and I did not 
try to fight them off. I was 
taiidng no chances.” 
explained Villeneuve, 
delighted to have taken bis 
first championship title. 

‘Tt feels great," said an 
emotional ^^eneuve. 

‘It’s been an up and down 
year. We had the most com- 
petitive car from the middle 
of the season but there have 
been times when we did not 
get the job done. 

“I made a few mistakes, 
the team made some mis- 
takes. To win today after the 
disqualifrcation in Suzuka 
feels great” 

Gerhard Berger, in bis 
final Grand Prix, went past 
Eddie Irvine’s Ferrari just 
before the line to finis h 
fourth. 

Heinz-Harald Frenzen in 
the second Williams was 
sixth. 

Villeneuve's title gave 
Williams their second suc- 
cessive clean sweep. Two 
weeks ago they clinched the 
contructors title. 


TIGNES (AFP) — 
Micfaasl von Gruningen of 
Switzerland gM the perfect 
Start in his bid to win a 
third straight World Cup 
title when he won the 
World Cup giant slalom 
here on Su^y in a time of 
2 minutes 24.29 seconds. 

Von Gruningen’s compa- 
triot Steve Lo^er was sec- 
ond in 2:24.86 and 
Austrian Her mann Maier, 
one of 10 Austrians who 
qualified for the second 
run, third in 2:25.26. 

The 2S-year-oId Vbn 
Gruningen, who was 
recording his 12th win in 
World Cup giant slaloms, 
was second fastest after the 
first run but when the 
fastest man Austrian Hans 
Knauss made a mistake 
going through the under- 
gate on the bottom half of 
the course, victory was 
assured for the Svdss ski- 


TOKYO (AFP) — South 
Korea claimed their fourth 
successive spot in the World 
Cup finals on Sunday after 
Japan and United Arab 
Emirates drew their Asian 
qualifier 1-1 in Tokyo. 

The result meant neither 
could overtake the Koreans 
at the top of Asian Group B. 

Hass an Suhail Thabet 
Mubarak’s diving header 
cancelled oat Wagner 
Lopes’s fourth minute goal 
and left Japan fadng a 
mountainous task to get the 
all-important second place 
in the group. 

Japan took the lead when 
Kazuyoshi Mzura fed the 
ball through to die 
Brazilian-bom Lopes 
whose angled shot from 
outside tile area hit a post 
and went in. The Emirates 
stunned the sell-out crowd 
in the Tokyo National 
Stadium with an equaliser 
in the 36th minute. 

South Korea lead the five 
nation group with 16 points 
ftoin six matches. UAE are 
second with eight points 
and Japan, who co-host 
the 2002 finals with the 
Koreans, third with seven 



\v - 



•t', 


nc 1 l 


Locher, who had won the 
first race last year, put up a 
good performance to take 
the runners-ap spot having 
missed a lot of pre-season 
training because of injury. 

Maier had displac^ his 
compatriot and dual 1991 
World champion Stefan 
Ebezhaiter, who had lost so 
much of his form that be 
had competed in the second 
tier competition the 
European Cup last year. 


points. 

Kazakhstan have six 
points and Uzbekistan five. 

The top team from Asia’s 
two groups qualify auto- 
matically for the finals in 
France next year. The two 
second placed sides battle 
for a third spot in a playoff. 


Brazilian-born Wagner Lopes (R) of Japan celebrates 
his goal with striker Kazuyoshi Miura (L) and Tsuyoshi 
Kitazawa (13) after scoring to lead 1-0 against UAE 
during the first half of the World Cup soccer qualifying 
Asia Group B final round at Tokyo's national stadium 
(Reuters photo) 


The loser of that match will playoff against Oceania 
get a second chance in a winners Australia. 


7-goal United power back to Premiership summit 


LONDON fAFP) — 
Reigning ch^pions 

Manchester United stormed 
back to tiie top of the English 
Premiership table after 
crushing Barnsley 7-0 wih a 
display of irresistible power 
and s^le on Saturday. 

. .former leadere, 
Arseod not playing Aston 
Vila until Sunday, United 
seized the chance to renun to 
the summit with a ruthless- 
ness which left their fans in 
rsqitures, their opponents In a 
state of shock and their title 
rivals in a state of anxiety. 

Andy Cole speaiheaded the 
onslaught with a first half 
hat-trick and there were also 
two goals from Ryan Giggs 
and one apiece from Paul 
Scholes and Karel Poborsky. 

United Manager Alex 


Ferguson was understand- 
ably delighted with the out- 
come. beaming: "You only 
get performances like that 
may^ once or twice in a 
season. 

.“I .don’t anybody 

would have got away with it 
today. .We were just totally 
on-song. 

’The players all bad faith 
in their ability today, they 
took the ball well and passed 
vrith great accuracy and pen- 
etration. 

“I felt our goals were so 
weU taken that apart from 
maybe the first one. when 
their defence hesitated, they 
were not really the fault of 
any of their players.** 

Lq a match full of outstand- 
ing performances, Feiguson 
picked out Giggs as his man 


of the match. 

thought he was superb. 
If Ryan has a run of games, 
and touch wood, he stays 
away from injury and gets 
some momentum going, he 
will be an unbelievable asset 
for us,” he said. 

Liverpool Manager Roy 
Evans, meanwhile, claimed 
his under-fire Liveipool stars 
regained some pride with a 
4-0 demolition of high-flying 
derby. 

Two goals from Robbie 
Fowler and one apiece from 
Steve McManaman and 
Oyvind Leonhardsen went 
some way to make up for 
their defeats against 
Strasbourg and Eveiton. 

Evans said: "We asked for 
commitmenL That doesn’t 
mean steaming in and kick- 


ing people, it means a quali- 
ty and consistency of p^or- 
mance. 

"When people start ques- 
tiomng your passion and 
pride, it Mgs deep and buns 
me and the players." 

Newcastle manager Kenny 
Dalglish was a happy man 
following his side’s 1-1 draw 
with third-placed Blackburn 
Rovers. 

Under-fire Spurs Manager 
Gerry Francis accused his 
side of being "unprofession- 
al” after they slumped to a 
3-2 defeat at Southampton. 

The knives were out yet 
again for Sheffield 
Wednesday Boss David Pleat 
following bis side’s seventh 
Premiership defeat of the 
season. 3-1 at home to 
Crystal Palace, which has 


left them just one point off 
the foot of the table. 

The Wednesday fans again 
vented their anger and frus- 
tration at the Wednesday 
boss with cries of “Pleat 
out" 

Pleat though, is refusing to 
panic and said: “I am very 
calm. I am not hyper any 
more. Obviously, it's a natur- 
al frustration from the fans 
that they take their feelings 
out on the manager. 

In the day’s other matches, 
Neil Ardley’s 29lh minute 
penally gave Wimbledon a 
1-0 victory over Leeds at 
Seihurst Paric while Everton 
exorcised the memory of 
their 4-1 League Cup humil- 
iation by holding Coventry 
to a goalless draw at 
Jfighfield Road. 


PETR KORDA firom 
the Czedh R^^blk 
cddbrates Iris victory 
asamst Rjcbaid 
Krajicek fran the 
N^faetiands at die 
ftnaf' '.of the * • A3P 

Tiidn iM^ FThinianBtwt^rf^ 


defeated Kn^pcek 
^2 M ^Re^exiridiioto) 



35 ' 


tl*. 

assr- 


'tbi 


FUTUREKIDSf 


PSG bounce back after 2-0 win 


Mt- 



DON’T SAY 
you have'nt 
med it ! ! 


TDBiNOHOlfL 


PARIS (AFP) — Paris St Germain 
bounced back after their midweek 
European Champions' League humi- 
lation when they crashed S-1 away m 
Bayern Munich, by beating Lens 2-0 
Saturday to open up a four point lead 
on top of the French first division 
stancUngs. 

The 1996 European Cup Winners 
Cup champions, lead Metz, who suf- 
fer^ their third defeat in a week when 
they were beaten 1-0 at home by 


Moutpellier and Bordeaux. Bordeaux 
could reduce tiie gap to a single point 
if they beat Nantes on Sunday. 

PSG fielded tiieir experien^ mid- 
fielder Vincent Guerin for the first 
time since he announced his ^ipeal 
after testing positive for die prohibited 
substance of nandrolone, and they 
snapped up the three points tiianks to 
a Bruno N'GotQr freekick and a stun- 
ning backheel by Brazilian playmaker 
Rai. 


Metz, who lost their early champi- 
onship lead when they were beaten by 
Mars^e last weekend were hoping 
to stem the slump which continued in 
midweek when they lost to Karlsruhe 
in tiie home 1^ of tiieir UEFA Cup tie. 
But tiieir second home defeat in four 
days was completed when Cameroon 
international Marcel Mahouve netted 
late in die second-half. 

Rennes climbed out of the bottom 
three when they recorded their first 


win in over a month with a 3-1 home 
triumph over Strasbourg who had 
Pascal Nouma sent off for the second 
rime this season. 

France's other UEFA Cup heroes 
Lyon, who beat Inter Milan 2- 1 away, 
also failed to win their league match. 
They drew 0-0 with Toulouse — leav- 
ing them with only four points from a 
possible 21 in home matches this sea- 




APPLE 
POWERBOOK 
FOR SALE 


TYie National Music Conservatory/Noor Al Hussein Foundation 

Presents 


me American largest growing 
computer company for Helping 
children around the world master the 
power of computer is now in Amman. 


FU7UREKIDS h operated by SIGHT&SOUND Center 
Call now for further details 661 1 37 


PowerBook 1400cs 
32RAM/750HD 
117Mhz laptop 
computer 

1 1 .4 in. color screen 
Internal floppy & 
CD-R(DM 

28.8 PC Card Modem 
300 MB's of software 
All manuals and 
documentation 
6 months old 
Price: J01,800 


Hannover Boys Choir 

and 

The Orchestra of 
the National Music Conservatory 
Heinz Hennig, conductor 


• - 


- « 


Thursday, 30 October 1997- 8:00p.ni. 
The Royal Cultural Center - Main Tneatr 




Ticket: JD 7 

In the program; German folk songs as well as famous vocal pieces with misic sec bf Bach and Schubeix 


*-* fim 


i.Tafe D .ff i 


CallEsamat656513n4, 
or e^naii EsamM@aol.com 


Tickets available at: 

• Alahlia^Abela Superstore. tA 68848I 

• Allssar Rowers, tel. 5527695 
-Babiche.teL66l322 


- Caffe Mokx ceL 856285 

- Safeway, ceL 6653 M 

- The R<^ Cuhural Center. teL 669Q26 

- The National Music Conservatory, xA 687620 


The concere has been realized with the finandal suMort of 
DEUTSCHER MUSIKRAT/German Music Council 






In cooperation with Goethe fnstftut 




TEL:654144 


CINEMA 


TEU(i9922 


CINEMA 


TEL:677420 


1EL: 079 33430 


PHILADELPHIA "1" 1 PHILADELPHIA "S" 


PLAZA 


CONCORD 


GALLBRIA 1 


TEL: 079 33430 


GALLERIA 2 


Tfedwn yianfvt niiiiel in 

TEL: 625155 




Kun Russell ... in 


ESCAPE 
FROM L.A. 


Alicia Silverston &. 
Amy Heckerling ... in 


Tommy Lee Jones & 
Will Smith ... in 


CLUELESS 


MEN m BLACK 


Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:15. 
8:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 
8:30, 10,30 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30. 
8:30, 10:30 


eeiceoeD 
Geena Davis & 

Samuel Jackson ...in 
THE LONG KL5S 
GOOD NIGHT 
(12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30) 


ABDOUN 


ABDOUN 


Nicholas Cage ... in 


Van Damme... in 


CON AIR 


DOUBLE TEAM 


TOO HOT TO HANDLE Shows: 3:30, 6:00, 8:30. 10:45 shows: 3:30. 6:30. S:30, 10:30 


Shows: 3:30, 6:00 only 


Watch oui for the new play 
THE GOVERNMENT 
IN THE SERVICE 
OF PEOPLE 

Siarring Hisham Yanes : 
and Amal Dabbas 


'^SHed 


■ e. 




Op|r, 


CBS/ 
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Bonis^ Dortmund's midfielder Andreas MocUer (C) scores daring a German 
lea^ s s^r ^tcb apinst Rostock in Dortmund, October 25. Beside him is Ros- 
tock s Radyw Yasser CL), his teammate Joei^ Heinrich is watching. Dortmond won 
the match 3-2 (Renters photo) tuns- */uruuuuu wun 

Eighth time lucky for Dortmund 


BONN (AFP) — Bonissia 
Dortmund eased the pres- 
sure on Italian coach Nevio 
Scala on Saturday as they 
recorded their first win in 
eight Bundesliga matches 
beadng Hansa Rostock 3-2. 

Hertba Berlin also saved 
coach Juergen Roeber horn 
certain dismissal with a 3- 1 
over Karlsruhe in their 
Olympic stadium. 

I^serslautem preserved 
their four point lead at the 
bead of the table through 
their 1-0 over Duisburg on 
Friday evening. 

It was all smiles for Scala 
though after two of his 
Geri^ intemarional vet- 
erans Juigen Kohler and 
Andy Moller, the latter 
with a double, had scored 
the goals to bring Dort- 
mund’S' dreadful run to an 
end. ■ . 

*Tm very happy,” ScaJa 

CTnilgd- 

DtxQuund attacked 
immedi^y and were 
rewarded .in the third 
miiwtiyyhnn Kohler netted 
fofkMKuig--. Swiss 

injeq^onal Stephanc 
Cha^isat's pass. 

After Jens Dowe's 
equaliser five minutes later, 
Oliver NeuviJle hit the 
crossbar — a painful miss 
for the Rostock striker 
whose wife was giving 
birth at that moment 
Moller took the game by 
the scruff of the neck, 
(hough, with goals either 
side of half rime, including 
a sensational solo run to 
give Dortmund a two goal 
cushion after 53 minutes. 

“When Andy MoUer has 
a full steam up and runs at 
(be opposition like that 
then he can use his slull and 
speed to score the way he 
did.” Rostock coach Ewald 


Lienen summised. 

“It really was a wonderful 
goal. But we were playing 
the European c hamp inns 
and you can’t black out a 
player like MoUer for the 
whole 90 minutes,” he 
added. 

Dortmund then sal back 
playing a purely defensive 
game as they sought to 
hold on to the three points. 

Hansa striker Steffen 
Baumgart sneaked t^ugh 
however with an 88th 
minute goal but by then 
Bonissia had the game in 
the bag and could finally 
celebrate three points. 

Karlsnihe left behind the 
form which took them to a 
2-0 victory over French 
side FC Metz in the UEFA 
Cup on Tuesday and feU 3- 
1 to Hertha Berlin. 

The result, only Hertha's 
second win this season, 
was not enough to lift them 
from ±e bottom of the 
Bundesliga table but it did 
postpone the threatened 
dismissal of Roebec. 

Roeber. whOr 1^ Hertba' 
back into Germany's top 
division this season, was 
placed on probation on 
Thursday when members 
of the club's raanagemeut 
refused to appear with him 
at the ususd pre-match 
press conference. 

“It was enormously 
jraportam that we got the 
chi^ points,” a oght-Upped 
Roeber comment^. 

“The team worked hard. 
Everything else is decided 
by other people. But we 
wont to keep working in 
peace and as you saw today 
the team impressively con- 
firmed that.” he added. 

With an *us' versus 
'them' scenario burgeoning 
between the Berlin team 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIP 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 


TOMMY TBiUMPHANT 


Eut-West vulnerable. South 
deals. 

NORTH 

*KS 

<7AJ93 

OJ6 

AAQ976 

WEST EAST 

a8 *Q10 764 

07662 OQ104 

010842 0953 

A 104 3 2 A83 

SOUTH 
*A,T952 
OKS 
C A K Q 7 
AKJ 

' The bidding; 

60CTH WEST NORTH EAST 

U Put SA Pmk 

SO Pm 3NT Pm 

4* PM 4* Pm 

.So Pm Pm Pm 

Opening lead: Two of v 

January had not been a good 
month for Tnunp Coup Tommy, 
(hat wielder of the paateboards who 
rose from the ranks of the undisdu- 
guished only when trumps broke 
badly- Hien Tommy became a mafi- 
ler of te^mique. 


Tommy was not one to let partner 
declare the hand if it could be 
avoided, hence his lean to six 
spades rather six no bump. At the 
latter conOnct. collecting 13 tricks 
w^d have been simply a matter of 
cashing winoera. The whole auction 
was rather typical of the hurly- 
burly world of cut-in bridge at the 
dub. 

West led a diamond, taken in 
dummy. The normal way to play 
trumps would be to cash the king 
and ace, assuring the small slam on 
all 3-3 spliu. any 4-3 brook if either 
the ten or queen of inuupe appears, 
and even some 5-1 splits. Tbat 
would hara lailcd as the cards 
Taminy's approBcfa waa to cash tns 
king of spades, then lead a low 
trump to his nine! Whcf> Wsst 
showed out, the cootrart became 

easy for Tommy's peculiar skilla 'Ij 

Declarer cashed the king end ace 
of hearts, then ruITed a heart After 
cashing the king and jack (J dubs, 
declarer started running high dia- 
monds. East was forced to ruff me 
fourth round of the suit, then 1^ a 
trump away from Q 10 into Tom- 
my's A J tenaee. , 

The virtuoso of the trump suit 
was back in buaness! 


FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

Irt exceflent condlion. Located between 4tfl & 5tti 
3 bedrooms, 2 living rooms, 2 bathrooms, 2 veran^, anfn^om. 
paiWng spot, telephone. TV, video player and aB electrical equpmenL , 
^ose to foreign embassies. I 


It interested, please call owner at 674286 


OFFICES / F. Flat 

Near Philadelphia & HYATT Hotels. Jabal 
Amman. Rent 40 J.D/m= including servmes. 
Also a small furnished flat available. 

Tel. 638338 Amman 


and the board room, Satur- 
day's Karlsruhe result has 
merely staved off Roeber’s 
expected sacking for at 
least another week. Anoth- 
er man breathing deeply is 
Bonissia ' Monchenglad- 
bach's coach Hannes Bon- 
gaitz whose long lenn 
^ture is also not certain. 

His team fought back 
throu^ a Patrik Andersson 
goal in the 89th minute to 
salvage a 2-2 draw, after 
Bayer Leverkusen's 
Markus Feldhoff gave the 
visitors the lead in the 78th 
minute. 

Danish striker P&r Peder- 
sen. who was loaned from 
English Premiership side 
Blackburn Rovers mid- 
week for 350,000 maiks. 
failed to score in his Bun- 
desUga debuL 

Bayern Munich remain 
hot on the heels of Kaiser- 
slautern and claimed anoth- 
er win on Saturday, 2-0 
over Werder Bremen. 

Amunia Bielefeld lost 
their gws^urive 

m^huawayiraria* home.' 2-' 
Q ja Wolfsbytg r^Sc.lw)kf,i)4 
moved up to third Widi a* 2- 
0 win over YfL Bochum. 


2000 Games 
triathlon 
course 
gets IOC 
approval 

SYDNEY (AFP) — The 
course for the triathlon 
which makes its Olympic 
Gaines debut here in 2000 
: got the thumbs up from an 
International Olympic 
Committee (lOQ official 
Sunday. 

The scenic course in and 
around Sydzrey's famous 
harbour and Opera House 
was the setting for 
International Triadilon 
Union (ITU) World Cup 
races for men and women 
and it was not only tbe 
competitor that were 
under scrutiny. 

The course begins with a 
1.500-metre swim in Farm 
Cove next to die photo- 
genic Opera Hcm^. a 
40km bike leg lapping a 
route from the O^ra 
House around tbe hartour 
foreshores followed by a 
10km nm throu^ tbe c^'s 
streets and tbe Botanic 
Gardens. 

Triathlon makes its 
Olympic debut at tbe 2000 
Games, where it may be 
the first event staged, and it 
received a boost with a 
glowing commendation 
Sunday amid balmy sjuing 
conditions and strong com- 
petition. 

'The course is fantastic. 
Today I believe that if 
things are going right, it 
should remain,” said IOC 
official Gilbert FellL 

Tt was good because we 
were able to go around on 
foot and see so much of the 
course. 

is a very attractive, 
new and modern sport and 
we can see that's very bal- 
anced with tbe same level 
of gender watching tb^ 
sport,. . . 

is . somohing which 
will fit in very well with 
the Olympic agenda. 


A NICE STUDIO FOR RiNT3 

Independent with the large roof of the first 
floor and a beautiful view. Cozy, quiet 
and comfortable. Fully furnished and 
equipped with telephone. Located in the 
best residential area. 

If interested ptease call 671509 


Puppies For Sale 


2 months old miniature Poodle (male) 

3 months old American Pit Bull (male) 
2.5 months old Boxer (male, female) 

If interested please call on: 079/43253 


sowe gate Scminasdinmenritim . 

Bitle bnfaktieiai Sie Fiaa Momh Hoinaim 

Tel . Nr. 079 - 37769 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENT IN SHMEISANl 

Very good location, in a building with only three 
apartments, overlooking a garden. Consists of 2 
bedrooms, living room, dining room, new modern furniture, 
well-equipped kitchen, 2 bathrooms, separate central 
heating, separate entrance, telephone, TV and video. 
Please call Tel.: * 606947 or Fax: 686S39 




JORDAN PHOSPHATE MINES 
CO., LTD. 

ANNOUNCES THE INVITATION TO 
TENDER NO. 49F/97 

JPMC announces the invitation to bid 
No. 49F/97 for the supply of; 

(12,000 METRIC TONNES OF WET 
ALUMINIUM HYDROXIDE) 

The tender documents are available at JPMC 
offices in Amman, Supply Department, until 
2:00 p.m. local time Tuesday 18th November 
1997. Application for documents should be 
accompanied by a non-refundabie fee of JD125 

for each set of tender documents. 

The closing date for submitting bids is 12:00 
hours, local time Wednesday 26th November 
1997. 

Sameh Madani 
Managing Director 


Kingdom’s delegation to S. West 
Asian Games still undecided 

Jordan invited to join Mediterranean Games 


By Aleen Bannayan 
Jordan Times Suff Reporter 

AMMAN — With less than a month 
remaining for the Nov. 17-28 South- 
west Asian Games which will be held 
in Tehran, Iran, the Kingdom's dele- 
gation is far firom being finalised 
with participating federations still 
not having named their players as the 
countdown begins for the first such 
ever games. 

In a telephone interview with the 
Ionian Tiroes prior to his deparnire to 
Bangkok, Th^and. for the meetings 
of Ae Sports Committee of the 
Olympic Council of Asia (OCA). 
Jordan Olympic Committee (JOC) 
Vice-Chairroan Mouaffaq Fawwaz 
said he hoped the delegation would 
be named by Nov. 1 at tbe marimum . 

‘The delegation will most likely 
comprise of 40-45 athletes, trainers 
and officials. It will not be a big 
one.” be said. 

Fawwaz added that Jordan would 
most likely participate in athletics, 
boxing, fencing, gymnastics, shoot- 
ing, badminton, tennis and cycling. 
Wrestling, equestrian and handball 
federations had earlier applied to 
take part but seem to have declined at 
the momeoL 

It was not clear how many coun- 
tries would be taking part in the first 
ever West Asian Games — open to 
men's teams only — althou^ the 
Iranian Olympic Committee has 
offered to cover accommodation 
leaving only air-fare to be paid by the 
respective participating countries. 

Despite that, many of the King- 
dom's cash-strapped federations 
have shied away, with their budgets 
unable to cover the needed expenses. 

With their budgets stretched to the 
limit and the season nearing its end, 
most federations have not yet paid 
their 40 per cent in expenses incurred 
at the ]^-Arab Games. The JOC 
itself was JD50.000 s^rt of covering 
the over JD 100.000 cost. 

Dr. Fawwaz explained that the JOC 
decided ro sponsor, medal-winning 
athletes , at July's Pan- Arab Caroes, 
while the rest of tbe federations 
would cover their own expenses. 


Four of the country's most success- 
ful sports federations — basketball, 
table tennis, boxing and fencing ~ 
had earlier declii^ participation, 
however,.the latter two will now take 
pan after the JOC decided to cover 
the expenses for medal winning ath- 
letes. 

Jordan finished fifth among the 19 
participating countries gaining more 
gold medals in Beirut than in the past 
seven Pan-Arab Games altogether, 
and cappiiig the best Jordanian par- 
ticipation to date since Ae event was 
first held in 1953. 

The Kingdom took a total of 40 
medals, including 10 gold. 8 silver 
and 22 bronze medals, in the two- 
week-long event 

Onlookers have criticised the JOC 
for asking the over-burdened federa- 
tions to cover expenses when their 
annual budgets do not correspond to 
their expenses — a fact that leads 
many excelling federations to miss 
participation. 

However, the JOC’s decision to 
sponsor excelling athletes paved tbe 
way to include a&etes in top form to 
the Kingdom's delegation. 

Four of the federations participat- 
ing in the Tehran Games were 
impressive in Beirut 
The boxers won five medals, fenc- 
ing also earned a bronze med^ ath- 
letics earned five medals and 
weightlifting also took five medals. 

Some of ^e declining federations 
had either impressive results at the 
Pan-Arab Games or are considered 
to have good teams that should be 
best prepared for the 9th Pan-Arab 
Games in 2001 which will be held in 
Jordan. 

Table tennis took two bronze 
medals in both the doubles and the 
team event Jordan's wrestlers were 
also impressive in Beimt taking four 
medals. 

While basketball failed to earn a 
medal, Jordan has regrouped a new 
line-up of young stars who finished 
6th in Lebanon and 7tb in the recent- 
ly-concluded Asian Championship. 
Jordan was Arab Champion in tbe 
1985 Pan-Arab Games. 

Some of tbe federations that have 


recently declined include shooting in 
which Jordan was eliminat ed from 
the top six qualifying positions; 
equestrian team who also failed in 
the Grand Plix and finished at a dis- 
appomiing 7th place among 8 com- 
peting teams in the team event; hand- 
ball did not take part 

Gymnastics, badminton, cycling 
and tennis did not take part in Beirut 
and ±eir competitive form is rela- 
tively unknown. 

I 

Jordan might join 
, Med-Games 

Meanwhile. Fawwaz said tbat the 
JOC was awaiting the approval to 
join the Mediterranean Games. 

He said Med-Games and 
International Olympic Committee 
member Bashir IVabulsi had contact- 
ed the JOC urging Jordan to join in 
order to have more Arab countries 
taking part in the event 

Among countries hoping to join, 
Andorra and Portugal have already 
applied. 

“Jordan is more likely to be accept- 
ed because of its geographic proxim- 
ity to the 'Mediterranean region. 1 
tltink it is a good step to join the 
event as it would provide us a valu- 
able chaiu::e to compete alongside 
European nations and benefit from 
their competitive form,” Fawwaz 
added. 

The JOC vice-chairman who left 
Amman Monday to the OCA meet- 
ings in Bangkok said be would join 
other Asian Olympic officials to 
inspect Bangkok's preparation to 
host the Asian Games next year. 

‘They have formed many commit- 
tees for the Games. Their experience 
and any new concepts will help us 
when we start preparation^ for host- 
ing the Pan-Ax^ Games in Amman 
in 2001.” be said. 


How a pair 
wodcs so much 

better. 



Tske B fc&sh look at added tiavd convenient from 
a new pair in the aic Rc^Jofdaniaa teams up with to 

emmect you moe comfortably. Fly RJ to die USA arrive at JFK. 
where TWA transfer you diiec^ to Los Aog^ and Detroit 
need ro switch tennmals. C)ah' one tkket, one d 
Wid) two of tbe world’s most hospitable canieR together, 
expect your trip to be an easier, more pleasuraUe time:. 


htt|K(/www.na.coiTi.io 



RDYAlJORbANlAN 


Reflecting the Change ^ 

W n iD ta ti h A4iB-AlAhwAaiB|ii.AinnefdBw-AniMfi-Afla6a-AlhBiii-Bahi8lB- 
BangtaMrinit-BirMnesBls^Saire^lalahtB^lBUbianu-ISriugfreolonlHV 
DmtB»MitlMniKOoha*DiaaiftDtfun*6BmiQ4naiiinkU(si^ 
KndMala lJinpuf4aiiaB4jaJi)frMalriB48tei^lu^^ 
MiMMt4ttwVtoiPiris-R‘iyHli4lam«4aiiaa-8ingapore-1))ioini}*'ninis<WHina 
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Peace impasse undermines U.S. 
leadership in region — Pelletreau 


DOHA (R) — A former 
Clinton admimstiadoa offi- 
dal turned critic of U.S. poli* 
cy on the Middle East said on 
Saturday the stalemate in the 
Arab-I^Ii peace process 
was undemoiniiig U.S. leader- 
ship in the r^on. 

*The longer the n^otiating 
impasse continues^ the gie^ 
the likelihood of slqsping 
back into violence and con- 
frontation, with accompwy- 
iog new threats of terrorism 
arid new aims spirals and 
renewed efforts some to 
acquire chemical, biological 
and even nuclear weapons," 
Robert PeU^teau said. 

Mr. Pelletreau, former assis- 
tant secretary of state, said it 
would mean a new lease of 
life for rotary dictatoship, 
propaganda e^qiloitation and 
fanaticism in tire Arab Wixld. 

The United States, indeed 
all friends of peace, must not 
allow that to he tdd 

Arab and Wsstern govern- 
ment officials, academics and 
experts at a conference on 
Gulf security sponsored by 
^ London-based 

International Institute for 
Strategic Studies. 

Mr. Pelletreau said dialogue 
between the United States and 
Iran, which be advocates, was 
only a question of time. 

CMalogue would not com- 
promise U.S. objectives and 
could be acconnplisbed widim 
Washington's existing policy 
of trying to isolate die Islamic 
republic, he said. 

‘'Iran the U.S. should be 
talking £d>oiit tiieir difier- 
ences. A full agenda dialogue 
between die two governments 
covering aity subject dther 
side wishes to raise could 
reduce the current level of 
misunderstanding and tension 
and have at le^ as much 


chance as the presem pob^ 
of securing the change in 
Iranian policies tb^ the U.S. 
seeks to achieve. 

''Such a dialogue would not 
compromise U.S. objectives 
and could be euwomplisbed 
within the existing policy of 
containment'’ 

Ibe Ginton administration 
pursues a policy of "dual con- 
tainment' to isolate Iran and 
neighbouring Iraq. 

It aims to keep Iraqi 
Pmsidenc Saddam Hussein 
militarily restrained to a con- 
trolled band of territory 
bounded north and south tw 
‘‘no-fly zones.” 

At tte same dme. it seeks to 
force Iran to rethink is oppo- 
sition to the Arab-Isr^li 
peace process, stop siqipoir- 
ing ‘‘lerTorism.” and h^t its 
arms build-up and attempts to 
acqinre weapons of mass 
deoruction. 

"1 believe that if President 
(Mohammad) Khatami 
rranains true to propositions 
\ 2 oii out last August in tus 
inaugural address to the 
Majtis [parliament], such a 
dialogue is only a question of 
time,” Mr. Pelletreau s^d. 

Ml Pelle&eam a former 
American ambassador to 
Egypt who left die adminis- 
tration a few months ago to 
join a Washington law firm, 
said it was absolutely vital 
tiiat the U.S. and Gulf govern- 
ments communicated regular- 
ly and fully about devdop- 
ments with respect to fran. 

Tbe six states on tiie Arab 
side of the Gulf — Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Qai^ the United Arab 
Fmimies and Oman — have 
expressed concern at Iran's 
recent arms build-up and Mr. 
Pelleneau said tiiis seemed to 
guarantee a robust U.S. mili- 


Clinton has time to 
meet Peres, Leah Rabin, 
but not Netanyahu 


TH-AVIV (AP) — U.S. 
E^erident Qhuofi will meet 
with Shimon Petes and Leah 
Rabin next month, although 
he repcxtedly can't find rime 
to meet with Prime Minisier 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Ap aide to Ms. Raliw, 
widow of as5assinated Rrime 
Minister Yicdiak Rabin, coo- 
firmed Sunday that she and 
former' Prime Minister Peres 
win present Ginton with an 
award from their peace foun- 
dation on Nov. 21. 

Israeli news reports say Mr. 
Netaityahu is ayu^ to arrange 
a meeting with Prudent 
Ginton during his mid- 
November visit to the U.S. to 
speak to a gathering of 
American-Jewish leaders in 
Indian^lis. but diat the U.S. 
president has so far said be is 
too buty. 

An laaeli offidaL speakmg 
on condition of anonymity, 
coofixmed Sunday U.S. 
officials did not ^qipear to be 
making a maximum effort to 
arrange a meeting between 


the two leaders. 

Israeli news reports said 
President Clinton would only 
agree to meet with Mr. 
Netanyahu if there was 
progress in the peace talks 
with the Palestinians. 

Ibe Yediot Ahronot news- 
paper quoted an unnamed 
Israeli (tiplomat who said it 
would be a “slap in the face" 
if President Clinton refused to 
meet with Mr. Netartyahu but 
met with Mr. Peres and Ms. 
Rabin, his political rivals. 

White House ^kesman 
Mike McCurry denied that 
the American president was 
refusing to meet Mr. 
Netanyahu. “The prime min- 
ister of Israel would ne^or be 
told ih^ he is not welcome in 
the Unhed States or at the 
White House," Mr. McCuny 
said at a briefing Hriday. 

Spokttman McCuny said 
no meeting between President 
Ginton and Mr. Netanyahu 
bad been scheduled because 
the Israeli prime minister's 
schedule was notyet seL 


tary presence in the Gulf 
indefinitely. 

"Much as we would all like 
to see a cooperati^o and non- 
thieatening Iran becom^ 
part of a collective security 
structure. Iran's recent mili- 
tary procurements have not 
been reassuring.” he said. 

"Actpnring huge stocks of 
imnes. surface to sea missiles, 
naval patrol craft and sub- 
marines — just the sort of 
we^os that could threaten 


fimloffl of na^igatioIl 
through the Strait of Hormuz 
— seems to me to guarantee a 
robust presence of the U.S. 
Navy indefiniiely." 

The U.S. Navy now has 
about 15 warships in the Gulf, 
including a carrier battle 
group that was ordered to has- 
ten to the stras^c waterway 
earlier this month following 
Iranian air raids on an armed 
opposition grcMjp's bases in 


U.S. says U.N. resolution 
‘clear setback for Iraq’ 


WASHINGrON (AP) — 
*Ibe UJ*I. Security Council 
dealt Iraq "a clear setbaclT in 
threatening new sanctions 
unless it cooperates with U.N. 
weapcms in^)eciors, tbe U.S. 
State Dq)artroeat said. 

Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein is on notice that tbe 
Security Council intends fur- 
ther action if he continues to 
challenge its long-standing 
demands tiiat he d^ose 
information about banned 
weapons. State Dqiartiiieat 
^kesman Lee McGenny 
said. 

Mr. McCtomy ex^xessed 
regret that France, Russia. 
Cfama, Egypt, and Kenya 
abstained on tiie resolution, 
which was approved 
Thursd^ night 

D^te the disunity, tiie res- 
olution should nmke clear to 
Iraq tbe only w^y to end its 
isolkim is to destroy banned 
we^xins, tiie chief U.N. aims 
insprator said in New York on 
Biday. Destruction of banned 
weapons is the council’s main 
condition for lifting economic 
sanctions inqiosed on 
Ba^d^ in 1990 after 
Basident Saddam invaded 
Kuwait 

The chief weapons inspec- 
tor, Richard Butler, s^d the 
Iraqis would be mistaicffn if 
they assumed the vote indi- 
cate tiiat the days of the 


sanctions woe numbered or 
the inqiectois no longer had 
iniem^onal baddng. Mr. 
Buder noted that critics of tiie 
resolution did not support the 
U.S.-British draft Txit tb^ 
didn't veto it eitiieL” 

Tbe resolution expresses 
tbe "film intention” of tiie 
council to ban Iraqi military 
and intelligence officials frcxn 
travelling abroad unless 
B^dad cooperates fully 
wiffi the U.N. inspectors. 

In die meantime, tbe coun- 
cil will draw up a list of Iraqis 
who would be affected by ^ 
ban. 

Some analysts regard tbe 
outccxne as a setback for tiie 
U.S. and Britain because of 
their goal of maintaining a 
solid front against Iraq. They 
were conconed tiiat Iraq 
mi^t otiierwise ded^ to 
st^ up its defiance. 

Also, the U.S. and Britain 
had wanted the council to 
impose tiie travel ban (HI April 
12 if the next six-mon^ 
report by U.N. inspector 
showed ccMitinued Iraqi 
obstruction. They deleted that 
provision after objections 
from Bailee, Russia and 
Egypt, but still ^ed to win 
the support of those countries. 

Ml McGeony acknowl- 
edged that the negotiating 
process at tbe council is 
"mes^' at times but smd tiiat 


sbcKild not obscure tiie comia- 
ued support of all coundl 
members for maintaining 
existing sanctions 
Iraq. 

DuriDg tiie council meeting 
Thursday, ambassadors of the 
five countries that abstained 
sdd the resolution should 
have taken note of Iraq's 
progress in destroying long- 
range missfles and disman- 
tling its nuclear weapems 
research programmes. 

‘TVhat they were trying to 
say is tbe progress that has 
been made in (Osamiament is 
the most important thing and 
that the otha blockages that 
have been encounter^ rela- 
tive to that progress were less 
imprxtant," Nfr. Butler said. 

"Abstentions were possible 
only because they made 
progress, as all members 
made clear,” Ml Butler 
added ‘The only way for Iraq 
to get out of sanctions is 
through tbe disarmament of 
weapons of mass desocuc- 
tion." 

Mr. Butler said he would 
deliver tiiat inieipietadon to 
tbe Iraqis when te travels to 
Baghdad in two weeks. 

in Baghdad, Iraq's two 
highest, ruling bodies on 
Friday deferred an immediate 
response to the U.N. resolu- 
tion ^d decided to refer it to 
pariiamenL 


New Japan peace initiative aims 
at Israeli pullout from Lebanon 


TEL AVIV (AFF; — Japan 
has put fbrw^ a pegee {ffo- 
posal caOing for an uncondi- 
tional I^li army pullout 
from Lebaixm followed ity 
U.S., J^xmese and European 
economic pressure on Syria 
and LdiaiiM xo ensure the 
security of Israel's nortbem 
border, an I^li newspaper 
r^xxted Sunday. 

The Yediot Ahronot. quoting 
senior J^aoese diplomats, 
said the proposal was being 
circulated as part of a broa^ 
effort by Tcityo to become 
more deeply involved in 
efibrts to revive the Middle 
East peace process. 

Tbe two-kage Japanese ini- 
tiative starts with an uncondi- 
tioial troop vrithdrawal from 
the self-dkrlared "security'' 


zone Israel has occupied in 
south Ldsanon since 1985. 

Immediately after the 
out, Japan would join with the 
U.S. and the Eur^ean Uni(» 
in a concerted initiative 
putting econtxnic and political 
pressure cm both Lebanon and 
Syria to prevent Mamicfg and 
Bilestinian guerr illas from 
fltiackiiig Isi«I from 
Lebanon. 

‘There are frxees, not neces- 
sarily mOitaiy ones, which 
can be d^oyed efiterively'' 
to ensure tte security ofnatiw 
laaeL Yediot quoted a 
senior J^ianese Foreign 
Ministry official as say ing in 
an interview. 

TIte government of Bime 
Miiiister Bettyamin 

Netanyahu has rejected grow- 


ing calls from segments of the 
Ta^li opposition and public 
for a unUateial withdrawal 
fiom the "self-declaiecT 
Lebanon. 

Mr. Ndaiyabu insists that 
Israel can only leave tbe self- 
declared zone following a 
political agreement with 
Ldxmon and Syria which 
would involve tiie disarming 
of tbe Lebanese resistance, 
primarily Hizbt^ah. 

Tbe I^li goveuiment says 
Syria, which has some 35,000 
iro(q» inside Lebanon, pro- 
meXes attacks on Israel by 
HizboUah and other guerrilla 
movements to pressure the 
Jewish state to return the 
occupied Golan Heights to 
Damascus. 


Mideast’s 

biggest 

wargames 

proceed 


AL OMAYED (AFP) — 
Hundreds of Egyptian and 
U.S. soldios began the 
TBri^t Star 97' military 
exercises, the largest imlitaiy 
manoeuvres in the Middle 
East, Saturday along the 
desert coast of the 
Medhecranean. 

Lieutenant Maik Bayd, 
spokesman for the U.S. 
Navy, said "5(X) U.S. marines 
from the 24th marine expedi- 
tionary unit and about 200 
Egyp^ comm^os have 
b^ landing by seven ships 
under tiie protection of 26 air- 
craft." 

In this yev's manoeuvres. 
Bright Star is ousting enemy 
forces occupying die desert 
territory of an allied country. 

In alL 58.CXX) solders from 
seven countries, 337 toicraft, 
24 warships and tbousaixls of 
tanks and other vdiicles will 
take part in Bright Star 97 
which will last until Nov. 2. 

In addition to Egypt and the 
U.S.. Britain, France, Italy. 
Kuwait and the United Ar^ 
Emirates vdll participate in 
tbe exercises. 

No real shots' were fired 
Satinday. "It is an unc^Tpos^ 
landing which takes place in 
a region not yet occupied by 
tbe enemy.” Lieut. Bayd said. 

“Tour successive waves 
lasted two hours.” an 
Egyf^ian miUtaiy spokesman 
said 'The first consisted of 
Egyptian commandos land- 
ing to |xepaie the ground for 
the oti^ thtee waves of U.$. 
marines and Egyptian sol- 
diers," he said 

Air cov'er was provided by 
a squadron of Egyptian F-4 
and F-16 planes and U.S. and 
British helicopters. 

The marines headed for the 
coast on patrol boats and 
amphibious vehicles from 
troop transport 

The last wave included 
three U.S. anqtiiitrious vehi- 
cles on air cushions each car- 
rying an M-60 tank and M- 
1 13 troop transport vehicle. 

When they arrived on solid 
land, the soldiers prepared 
tiieir posidons fc»' phase two, 
scbediled for Tuesday, dur- 
ing which the “allies” will 
attack tbe "enemies.” 



Protesters, playong the role of victiins of a nuclear disaster; lie over mock bar- 
rels of nudear waste during an anti-nuclear protest in Taipei Sunday. 
Thousands of activists marched through the streets of Tame! to voice their 
opposition to a planned nudear station and a possible U.S.-China deal that 
would allow U.S. nudear reactor sales to Beijing (Renters photo) 


Mandela to revisit Libya this 
week with news on Lockerbie 


CAIRO (AFF) — South 
African Presi^t Nelson 
Mandela atiU virit Ultya this 
week to reveal “important 
news" on tbe row between 
Tripoli and tiie West over tbe 
trial of two Libyans suspected 
of tbe Lodterble bomb^g, an 
Egyptian official said Su^y. 

"There is a very strong pos- 
sibility of a meeting between 
[Libyan leader Muammar] 
(jadhafi and Mandela" late on 
Tuesday at an unspecified 
b^der town, a dplomat at tbe 
Soutii African embassy in 
Cairo told Agence France 
Presse. 

The fexmer poUtical prison- 
er visited TiqioU only last 
week for talks with Pira'dent 
Qadhafi. in a snub to 
’Washington which regards 
Libya as a "n^oe" state 
involved in intematiooal ter- 
lODsm. 

The Soutii African leader 
promised to try to mediate 
between Ubya atxl tbe W^ 
in their bitter dispute over the 
1988 bombing ^ a Pan Am 
jet overLoc^iie in Scotiand 
which kilkd 270 people. 

Tbe press centre of tbe 
Egyptian Information min- 
istry announced plans to 
arrange for journalists to visit 
Libya on Tu^day and 
We^esday "to take in a 
{xess ctxi f eren ce witii the 
Soutii African president dur- 


ing whkh be will reveal 
important news about the 
Lodteibie afiair.” 

Ubya has been under U2^. 
sanctions since April 1992 for 
its refusal to over to 
Britain or tiie U.S. tbe two 
Libyans suspected of involve- 
ment in the Loclreibie bomb- 
ing. 

Tripoli wants the two to be 
tried in a neutral court, a 
demand rejected by both 
London and Washington. 

Tbe former South African 
rights activist, who last week 
balled Pierideni Qadhafi as 
"my friend” who su{^xsted 
his strug^e against 
said be baej^ tbe Libyan 
leader’s demands and called 
for the sanctioDS to be lifted. 

'T have never tfaou^t it is 
coirect fca any country to be 
complainant, prosecutor and 
judg^” be told a press confer- 
ence at a summit of 
Commonwealtii leaders in 
Kdinhuigh OQ Saturday. 

‘T have a grave concern 
where one country would be 
all these things at tbe same 
time."headd^ 

Support for a neutral trial 
has also come from tbe 
Organisatioa of African 
Unity, the Arab League, the 
OrgMLsation of the Islamic 
Conference and tbe uon- 
aligned iDovemeot as well as 
some of the victims' relatives. 


Jim Swire, fotiusr of one of 
the victims, said Sunday he 
was “more optiinistic than for 
years" of progress towards a 
trial of the two Ubyan sus- 
pects. 

Mr. Swire, who lost his 
daughter Flora, was to discuss 
the issue with British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook on ihe 
sidelines of tbe 
Commonwealth summiL 

Mr. Swire, a spokesman for 
the British relatives of those 
who died, said he would be 
happy to see a Scottish court 
sitting to o neutral country, 
possibly at the Hague CfourL 
n> try tbe suqiects. 

But '.British Foreign 
Secretary Cook repeated the 
British position that the trial 
should be' held in Scotland 
and rejected any suggestion 
tbe Libyans would not get a 
feir trial 

A British goveinment 
spokesman said Britain was 
{xepaied to allow intemation- 
al representatives to come and 
sQuty tbe judicial system to 
see for themselves that the 
Libyans would get a free trial. 

Meanwhile. Arab League 
Secretary-General Esmai 
Abdul Meguid has decided to 
cancel a planned visit to 
Britain next month because of 
London's stance over the 
Lockerbie suspects, a league 
official said Sunday. 


Sudanese government, southern 
rebels ready for peace talks 


NAIROBI (AFP) — Die 
Sudanese military junta and 
the rebel Sudan People's 
Liberatiofl Aimy (SFLA) are 
scheduled to meet here on 
Tuesday to resume peace 
talks aimed at endmg their 
intractable civil war. 

The decision to resume 
oeg^ations, which had bro- 
ken down in 1994, was 
reached in Nairc^i last muith 
after Khartoum agreed to 
^de by peace principle 
re^hed with the SPLA in 
1994. but which tbe junta had 
su^equeody denounced. 

Tbe talks ore restarting 
under the aegis of tbe region- 
al Inter Government^ 
Authority on Development 
(IGAD), which has been try- 
ing to broker a peace setti^ 
meot to the conflict over tbe 
past couple of years. 

The conflict has cost 


■ diiecdy cr. indiiecdy through 
&mne and disease, an esti- 
mated millioo liyes. 

< But IGAD's efforts to settle 
the conflict, under the chair- 
reansbip of Kenyan President 
Daniel Aiap MoL. have in the 
past been rendered meve diffi- 
cult by bad relations between 
Kliaitoum and other countrtes 
in foe r^on. p^culariy 
Egypt Eritrea, E^opia and 
Uganda. 

■ Bitrea is an exile base for 
Sudanese opposition politi- 
cians who have formed an 
;^tlianrp. with SPLA 

Garang, while 
IQiartoum and K^pala have 
-frequently traded r n t?T» a l 
accusations of support for 
rebel groups. The IGAD 
group consists of Djibouti. 
Eritrea, Ediiopia, Kenya, 
Sudan and Uganda. 

The SPLA has been fight- 


ing since 1983 to free tbe 
mainly Christian and animist 
southern Sudan from domina- 
tion by the Muslim, Arabised 
north. The rebels intensified 
an offensive in the south at the 
beginning of the year and 
have, with their northern 
allies, been fighting along the 
eastern n^on which bemiers 
on Eritrea and Ethiopia. 

Khartoum's decision to 
I’Cfoni to negtxiations is 
apparently foe result of foe 
r^ls’ combined military 
offensive. 

Tbe declaration of princi- 
ples. which will be used as the 
terms of reference during 
Tuesday's talks, calls for a 
referendum on self-determi- 
nation for southern Sudan, 
which General Garang says 
would allow people to decide 
their own fate. 


Skinny lawmaker 
gets courtesy for 
obese law passed 

BRASILIA (AFP) 
Brad's federal distritSi 
Brasilia, has passed a law 
requiring pubhc acconunO’ 
dation for obese people, at 
the urging of a thin lawmak- 
er. Under the measure, 
movie theatres and other 
cultural facilities are 
required to make three p0* 
cent of their seats avails^ 
to severely ovCTweight fieo- 
ple. The law also requires 
public transit to set aside at 
least one se^ per vehicle fr^ 
the ob^. The measure was 
sponsored by Miqueias Pa^ 
a local deputy wto said h^ 
wants overweight Brazilians 
to be able to ride a bos- or 
watch a movie widKWt 
being huo^ated ^ 
squeezed by tiny seats. . 


p.' * 


Blair had bad 
oramniar and 

9 

long hair 

LONDON i.AFPl — British 
Prime Minister Tony Blir 
was once arrested after 
being mistaken for a buigiar. 

had unacceptably long hair 
and bad grammar. hU for- 
mer teacher said in an inter- 
view here. Eric .Anderson. 
Blair's housemaster at the 
private boarding school 
Fettes College in SctKland, 
recalled in the Daily 
Telegraph how Blair ai^ 
i wo 1 6-\ ear-old friends stole 
out of the school for a night 
in Edinburgh. Returning 
after midnight to find all 
doon^ back into the sdiooi 
locked. Blair and his friends 
took a nearby ladder and 
tried to climb in through a 
window. ’‘Unfonunaiely for 
them a passing taxi driver, 
who thought the> were bur- 
glars. called the police with j 
Die result that Tony — who f 
was still only halfrvay up foe 
ladder — w-a.s arrest^ Iw an 
Edinburgh constable vrifo a 
dog. and brought to me for 
punishmenL” said Anderson. 

Oasis to donate 
concert profits in 
memory of Diana 

LONIX>N ( AFP) — British 
supergroup Oasis wiD 
donate all profits from a 
concert in P^.s to on .AIDS 
charity in memory of Diana. 
Princess of Wales, their 
record company said 

Sunday. The money raised 
from the Nov. 4 show will 
go to London Lighthouse, 
the biggest European organ- 
isation w'hich supports vic- 
tims of Acquired Immune 
Deficiency Syndrome. "All 
the members of the group 
were very affected by il» 
manner in which the 

princess died and also feel 
that the London Lighihoase 
does very' good work.” said 
Johnny Hopkins, spokesman 
for Creation Records. ‘They 
chose the Paris gig because 
it is the biggest "and also 
because tbe princess died in 
Paris," he sail There will be 
an estimated 1 7.000 fens at 
the Paris concert. 

Judges stoned 
at pot-growers’ 
contest 


MADRID (R) — Spanish 
marijuana growers staged 
their first-ever contest to 
choose foe best cannalns 
crop, but judges — who bad 
to smoke 10 different sam- 
ples — were in no condition 
to pick a winner. Defying 
Spain's drug laws, which are 
among tbe most lenient in 
Europe. 5 1 marijuana lovers 
who cultivate cannabis ifie- 
gally for their own use gafo- 
ered at a private club to com- 
pete for the first annuo) 
Madrid marijuana cup." The 
grenvers. acting as their own 
judgu. wasted no time in 
dividing up tbe samples, 
rolling joints and Ugfating 
up. Gouds of aromatic 
smoke wafted across die 
room. “We are holding this 
competition to lobby fix' o 
law allowing us to grow 
marijuana for our own pri- 
vate consumption," said 
Javier Meslre, vice president 
of the Association for the 
Study of Cannabis, which 
sponsored the contest. 




i-i 




U.ilf 

■‘"'iiU 


